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'TO THE

READER,
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'HE Author of ghis’ fhort Journal having

| fometime fincgg fent 2° Copy of it into
England, only for the sprivate Entertainment of
fome of-His Friendst They, finding with what a
Spirit of Modefty, Ingenuity and Truth it was
written, foon refolvd to make it Publick. Upon
notice hereof given to Him, He, with fome un-
willingnefs, fybmitted to their Judgment as to
the Publication : but withal defired, that the Ori-
ginal might firft be amended by the enfuing Cor-
reQions and Additions. He had made them
partly from his own review of the Papers, after
they had lain oold a good while by him; partly
by the Advice of fome Gentlemen of that Fa-
Qory, who had fifice gone the fame Journey, and
had taken this Journal with them; and fo gave
it a new Authority by a freth Examination of His
Obfervations. Bat by misfortune his defign'd Al-
terations did not arrive at Oxford, till the Book -
was almoft printed off. Wherefore the Reader is
defired to accept candidly thefe following Emen-
dations, which would have made the Work more
perfe@, if they could have been inferted in the
aa Body



Body of it, each in it's proper place. ‘The Pub-
lithers thought a Piece fo well writ, ought not
to appear abroad without the ufual and proper
Ornament of Writings of this kind, variety of
Sculptures; and it having been.defign'd by the
Author for a fupplement to Sandys, their refolu-
tion, at firft, was to furnifh it with fuch Cuts, as
are wanting in Him ; but /e Brune being fince pub-
" Lifh'd, and in every ones hands, fuch only are
here inferted, as are wanting in both, '

\ , .

i, Note, That the Correlions and Addstions
which were fent by the Author after the Book way
Printed off, are in this Edition inferted in the
Body of the Book im their proper places.
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To THE
Right Reverend Father in God

THOMAS
. -'Lbrd"Blv-sr_\{of,of |
ROCHESTER

Mr Lorp, -

R.O M o large and conflant experience of

your Lordfbips fawar,o'}ﬁbaw :5 reafon to

belseve that you will not think_ st tedious to

hear fomething of my-Affasrs, tho in them

Jebves below your Lordfusps notice and regard, ,
1t 15 now more than a twelve month fince 1 arrived

in this place s during all which time, I bave had op-
portunity emough perfelly o obferve and difecover the
Genius of the Fallory, amoug whom my Lot is fallen.
And upon the refult of all my experience of them, 1
am obliged to give them this juft Commendation ; That
 sbey are a Soctety, bighly mersting t'l;at' excellent cga.
' - rader



 rafler which is given of them in England; and
which (befides the general vogue) your Lordfbip bas
Jometime recesved from a moft fasthful and judscions
bhand, the excellent Bz]b?: Frampton, As be an-
doubtedly was the ireat mprover of the rare temper
of this Society , [o be may well be efteemed beft able to
give them their true and deferved Charaller. I need
only add, that Juch they [till continue, as that incom-
parable Inftrufler left them: That is, Pious, Sober,
Benevolent, devout in the Offices of Religion ; in Con-
ver[ation, inmocently chearful; given to no pleafures,
but fuch as are boneft and manly ; to no Communica-
tions, but fuch as the niceft Ears need not be offended
at ; exhibiting in all their Aions thofe beft and true
Jigns of a Cfri/h}m Spirit, a fincere and chearful
friendfbip amony themfelves, a generous Charity to-
ward Others, and a profound reverence for the Liturgy
and Confitution of the Church of England. It s our
firft Employment every morning to folemnize the dayly
Service of the Church ; at which I am fure to bave al-
ways a deveut, a regular and full Congregation. In
a word, I can [ay no more (and lefs, I am fure, I
ought not ) than this, that in all my experience in the
World, 1 have never known a Socsety ofp;:ung Gentle-
wmen, whether in the City, or Country, (1 bad almoft faid
the “Univerfity too) fo-well difpofed sn all points as thi.
Your Lord}bip will conclude, that in confequence of
~ alldhis, my prefent Station cannot but be very agres-
able. And tho in leaving England, I was [eparated
from the greateft bleffings to me in the World, your
Lordfbips kindnefs, and that of my friends at Rich-
mond ; yet I muff own, I have found bere as much re-
vompence, aé sould be made for fuch a feparation.
Among




Among other [atisfallions, one great ome, which T
bave bad fince my Arrival, was a Voyage to the Holy
Land, in Company with fourteen others of our Fallory.
We went by way of the Coaft ; and baving vifited tl{e
Jeveral places Confecrated by the Life and Death of our
Bleffed Lord, we returned by way of Damafcus. If
there be any thing either in thefe places which I have
vifited, or elfewbere in thefe Countries, touching which,
1 may be capable of giving your Lordfbip any fatisfa-
ion, by my poor obfervation, I [bould efteem it my
great happinefs, and my“coming thus far would [eem
compleatly recompenfed.

1intreat jbur Lordfhips Bleffing,
as being_ | |
Your I.Ol‘dﬂlip;
moft dutifui,

humble Servant,

Hen, Maundrell,

b2






To My

Ever Honoured Uncle

SCHARLES HEDGESK:,

Judge of the High Court
. _OF

ADMIRALT:{ of ENGLAND.

Sir, "

will foon obferve a great many more) running
through this whole Paper, which might juftly
deter me from prefenting st to a Perfon of your
great Learning and Judgment,  One is, frequent Er-
rours ; the other, Tedioufnefs. But it is your pleafure
¥ require it fromme as 1t is: and I am fure whatever
Fazlmrtbere may be in it, yet there can be none fo
great, as st would be for me to difpute your Injunilions.
1 bave nothing to do therefore but to recommend-it to
Your Favour, as it is offered up to your Commands,
with all sts Imperfeliions about it: only pusting in ;
o wor

I AM fenfible of two general bq'eﬂ.r (and You



word or two, before I difmifs it, by way of Apolngy.

And firft, as to the Erim‘: ]0]8 wil be [PwI:gtya
note in it, [ bave this Mitigation to offer ; that in
a [wift and tranfient View of places, (fuch as mine
was) st was bardly poffible for me, not to be fome-
times overfeen: But however this I profefs with a clear
Confcience, that whatever Miftakes there may be, yet
there are no Lies.

As to the Tedioufnefs of the Relations, the only De-
Jence 1 have, is by [beltring my [elf in the Crowd :
For 1t 1s a frailty more or lefs incident to moft Men,
efm'al{y Trguellers, to abound, both in the fenfe they

ave, and ip the Accounts they give, of their own
AClions and Occurrences. If we light of any thing
worth noting, We are apt to overflow in [peaking of it ;
and too often We fall into that greater folly of recording
Juch things for very confiderable ones, as any difintereft-
ed Perfon would be ready to think, We could have no
anducement to regard, but only becaufe they relate to
our own felves.

This 8 an Affellation, which bowever taftful it may
be to the Perfons who ufe it, yet (I know by my own Re-
Jentiments of it) is to others moft grating and difgufbful.

When You come therefore to any fuch Naufeous places
in this Fournal, You may pleafe to pafs them over with
that Contempt which they deferve, but neverthelefs with
Jome Indulgence to the Writer of them ; for if this Va-
nity may be ever tolerated, Travellers are the Men who
bave the beft Claim to that Favour. For it feems but a
Reafonable Allowance, that they, who go through fo
many hazards and fatigues for the entertainment of
others, Jfbould, in requital for all, be indulged a listle

in this fwoeet folly.
' I might




Imight, in fome meafure, have remedsed the fault I
am now apologszing for, by refeinding the dry pare of
the Fournal ; defcrsbing Roads and diftances, and Bear-
ings of Places. But I confidered, ihat this, tho’ dry,
was not without its ufe. And befides, when I began to
Obliserate, I foon found thas if 1 Jbould go on, and
Srike out all that I thought not worth writing to You,
there would in the end be nothing but an univerfal Blot.

Be pleafed therefore to accept the Whole as it was

St fet dowon, without Addition or Diminution ; do with
st as you pleafe. When You are tired with reading it,
You may [upport your Patience as we did in Travelling
it over, by confidering, that what you are about is a
Pilgrimage ; that You need go it but once ; and that tis
the proper nature and defgn of fuch performances, to
have fometbing in them of Mortsfication.

Honoured Sir,
1 am
Your moft Dutiful Nephew,

and Obliged humble Servant,

Hen. Maundrel,






-






| A
JOURNEY
~ FROM
Aleppo to Ferufalem
At Eaner, A.D.16 97.

HE RE being feveral Gentlemen of our Na-

tion (fourteen in number) determined for a

vifit to the Foly-Land at the approaching

" Eafter, I refolved, tho’ but newly come to

dleppo, to make one in the fame defign: confidering that

as itwas my purpofe to undertake this Pilgrimage fome

time os other, before my Retarn to England, fo I could

neverderir, either with lefs prejudice to my Cure, or with

greater pleafure to my felf, than at this Jun&ure ; haviog

o large a part of my Congregation abroad at the fame
time, and in my Company.

Purfuant to this refolution, we fet out from Aleppo
Friday Feb.26.1696. at three in the Afternoon, intending
to make only a fhort ftep that Evening in order to prove
bow well we were provided with neceffaries for ous
Journey. Our Quarters this fisft Night we vook ap at
the Hepey-Kane ; a place of but indifferent Accommoda-
tion, about one hour and a half Wefk of Aleppo.

Itmuft here be noted, that, in Trarvelling this Country,
a Man does not meet with 2 Market-Town, and Inns,

A every



2 A Journey from Aleppo to Ferufalem.

every night, as in England: The beft reception you can
find here, is either under your own Tent, if the feafon
permit; or elfe in certain publick Lodgments founded
in Charity for the ufe of Travellers. Thefe are called by
the Turks Kanes ; and are feated fometimes in the Towns
and Villages ; fometimes at convenient diftances upon the
open Road. They are built in fathion of a Cloifter, en-
compafling a Court of thirty or forty Yards {quare, more,
or lefs, according to the meafure of the Founder’s Ability
or Charity. At thefe places all Comers are free to take
Shelter; paying only a fmall fee to the Kane-keeper, and
very often without that acknowledgment. But muft ex-
peé&t nothing here generally but bare walls : as for other
Accommodations, of Meat, Drink, Bed, Fire, Proven-
der; with thefe it muft be every ones care to furnifh
himfelf. :
Saturday, Feb. 27.

. From the Foney-Kane we parted very early the next
Morning; and proceeding Wefterly as the day before,
. arrived ini one hour and a half at Oo-rem; an old Village
affordinhg nothing remarkable but the ruins of a {mall
Church. From Oe¢-rem we came in half an hour to Keffre;
and in three quarters more fo Effoyn. At this laft place
we enter’d into the plains of Kefteen : proceeding in which
we camc in one hour to another Village called Legene,
and half and hour more to Hozano, and in a good hour
more to Kefteen. Our whole Stage this day was about
five hours, our Courfe a little Southerly of the Weft.
The Plains of Kefteen are of a vaft Compafs; extend-
ing to the Southward beyond the reach of the Eye, and
in moft places very fruitfull and well cultivated. At our
firft defcent into them at Effoyn, we counted twenty four
Villages, or places ata diftance refembling Villages,within
our View from one Station. The Soil is of a reddifh co-
lour, very loofe and hollow; and you fee hardly a Stone
init. Whereas onitsWeft fide there runs along for many
miles together a high ridge of Hills, difcovering .nothli)hg
- . ut



A Journey from Aleppo to Ferufalem. 3
but vaft naked Rocks without the leaft fign of Mould, or
any ufeful Prodution: which yields an appearance, as
if nature had, as it were, in kindnefs to the Husband-man,
purged the whole Plain of thefe Stones, and piled them
all up together in that one Mountain. Kefteen it felf
is a large plentiful Village on the Weft fide of the Plain,
And the adjacent Fields abounding with Corn, give the
Inhabitants great advantage for breeding Pidgeons : info-
much that you find here more Dove-Cots than other
Houfes. We faw at this place, over the door of a Bagnio
a marble Stone, carved with the Sign of the ) and the
Afga Nlesel, &c. with a date not legible. It was probably
the Portal of fome Church in ancient times: for I was
aflured by the Inhabitants of the Village, that there are
many Ruins of Churches and Convents ftill to be feen in
the Neighbouring rocky Mountains, ' B

Sunday, Feb. 28.

Having a long Stage to go this day, we left Kefteen ve-

early : And continuing ftill in the fame fruitful Plain.
a unzing in Corn, Olives and Vines, we came in three
quarters of an hour to Harbangofe; a {mail Village fi-
tuated atthe extremity of the Plain. Where, after croffing
a {mall afcent, we came into a very rich Valley called
Rooge. It runs to the South farther than one can difcern,
but in breadth, from Eaft to Wefl it extends not above
an hours riding ; and is walled in (as it were) on both
fides, with high rocky Mountains. Having travelled in
this Valley near four hours, we came to a large Water
called the Lake Sor rather, according to the Oriental
ftyle, the Sea) of Rooge. Thro’ the Skirt of this Lake
we were obliged to pafs; and found it no {mall trouble
to get our Horfes, and much more our loaded Mules thro’
the water and mire. Butall the Sea was fo dried up, and
the road fo perfely amended at our return, that we could
not then difcern, fo much as where the place was, which
had given fo great trouble. From t‘l&is Lake, we arrived

. . 2 n



¢ A Journey from Lleppe to Fersfalems.
in one hour at Te-se-ree; a place where we paid our firl
Caphar.

Thefe Caphars are certain duties which Travellers are
obliged to pay, at feveral paffes upon the Road, to Offi-
cers, who attend in their appointed Stations to receive
them. They were at firft levied by Chriftians to yield a
recompence to the Country for maintaining the ways in
good repair, and fcouring them from Arabs, and Robbers.
The Turks keep up fo gainful an ufage ftill, pretending
the fame caufes for it. But under that pretence théy take
occafion to exa& from Paffengers, efpecially Franks, arbi-
ttary and unreafonable Sums ; and inftead of being a fafe-
guard, prove the greateft R ogues and Robbers themfelves.

Ata large hour beyond this Caphar, our Road led us
over the Mountains, on the Weft fide of the Valley of
Roogge. We were near an hour in croffing them, after
which we defcended into another Valley running parallel
to the former, and parted from it only by the laft ridg
of Hills. At the firft defcent into this Valley is a Village
called Bell-Macz from which we came in two hours to
Sheggle. Our courfe was for the moft part of this day,
Weft-South-Weft. Our Stage in all ten hours.

Sheggle is a pretty large, but exceeding filthy Town,
fituated on the River Orentes: over which you pafs by
a Bridge of thirteen fmall Arches to come 2t the Town.
The River hereabouts is of a goad breadth ; and yet fo
rapid, that it turns great Wheeks, made for lifting up the

ater, by its mtural fwiftoefs, withoat any force xded
to it, by confining its Stream. It’s Waters are turbid,
and very unwholfome, and its Fith worfe; as we found
byugerieuce, there being noRerfon of all oar Company,
that had eaten of them ower night bet foand hi
much indifpofed the next Morning. We lodged here in
a vcr{ large and handfome Kane, far exceeding what is
ufually feen in this fort of Buildings. It was founded
by the fecond Cwperfi, and endowed with a
Revenue, for fupplying every Traveller, that takes
his Quartersin it, with a competent poction of Bread, A

' . Broth,



A Journey from Alsppe to Fersfalem. $

Broth, and Flefh, which is always ready for thofe that
demand it, as very few People of the Country fail to do.
'&:ﬁt is annext to the Kane, on itsf\Vcﬂ fide, anot&t
rangle, containing apartments for a certain number

of Alms-men ; the charitapable donation of the fame Cs-
perli.  'The Kane we found at our arrival, crouded with
a great number of Turkith Hadgees, or Pilgrims bound
for Meccha. But neverthelefs we met with a peaceable
reception amongft them, tho’ our Faces were fet to 2

diffetent place.
Monday Mar. 1.

From Sheggie our Road led us at firft Wefterly, in or-
der to oar croffing the Mountain on that fide the Valley.
We arrived at the foot of the afcent in half an houar, but
met with fuch rugged and foul ways in the Mountains,
that it took us up two hours to get clear of them. After
which we defcended into a third Valley, refembling the
other two which we had paffed before. At the firft en-
trance into it is a Village called Be-de-me, giving the fame
name alfo to the Valley. Having travelled about two
hours in this Valley, we entred into-2 Woody Mountaia-
ous Country, which ends the Bafbelick of Aleppe, and be-
gins that of Tripeli. Our Road here was very Rocky, and
uneven ; but yet the variety, which it ed, made
fome amends for that inconvenience. Sometimes it led
us under the cool fhade of thick trees: fometimes thro’
narrow Valleys, water'd with frefh murmuring Torrents:
and then for a good while together upon the brink of 2
Precipice. And in al} places it treated ns with the pro-
fpe& of Phgts, l::xd Flowers of ciivcrslkiuds: as M rtle:t,

ers,Cyclamens, Anemonies, Tulips,Marygolds, and

feveral otber’fons of Arematick Herb[: Having fpent
about two hours in this menner we defcended into-a low
Valley : at the bottom of whiclris a Fiffare irto the Earth,
of a great depth; but withal {o marrow that it is not
difcernible to the Eye till you arrive juf mpon it. Tho
o she Ear a netice of it is given a¢ a great diftance, ‘_br
- reafon



6 A Journey from Aleppo to Ferufalem.

reafon of the Noife of a Stream running down into it
from the Hills, We could not guefs it to be lefs than
thirty Yards deep. But it is {o narrow that a {mall Arch,
not four Yards over, lands you on its other fide. They
call it the Shecks Wife: A Name given it from a Wo-
man of that Quality, who fell into it, and, I need not
add, perithed. The depth of the channel, and the noife
of the Water, are o extraordinary, that one cangot pafs
aver it without fomething of Horrour. The fides of this
Fiflureare firm and folid Rock, perpendicularand fmooth,
only feeming to lie in a wavy E)erm all down, as it were
to comply with the motion of the Water. From which
obfervation we were led to conjeure, that the Stream,
by a long and perpetual current had, as it were, faw'n
its own Channel down into this unufual deepnefs: to
which effect the Water’s being penn’d up in fo narrow 2
paflage, and its hurling down Stones along with it by its
rapidity, may have not a little contributed.

From hence, continuing our courfe thro’a Road re-
fembling that before defcribed, we arrived in one hour.
at a {mall even part of gr,ound called Hadyar ib Sultane,
or the Sultans Stone. And here we took up our Quar-
ters this night under our Tents. Our Road this day
pointed for the moft part South Weft, and the whole of
our Stage was about {even hours and a half,

Tuefday, March 2.

We were glad to part very early this Morning from.
our Campagnia Lodging; the weather being yet too moift
and cold for fuch difcipline. Continuing our Journey
thro’ Woods and Motuntains, as the day before, we ar-
rived in about one hour at the Caphar of Crufis, which
is demanded near a Kane of that Name; a Kane they
call it, tho’ it be in truth nothing elfe, but a cold com- -
fortlefs ruin on the top of a Hill by the way fide.

From hence in about another hour we arrived at the.
foot of a Mountain called Ocu’b; or as the word de-.
notes, difficult, and indeed we found its afcent fully an-.

o {werable
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A Journey from Aleppo to Ferufalem. 7
{werable to its Name. The moifture and flipperinefs of
the way at this time added to the fteepnefs of it, greatly
encreafed our labour in afcending it. Infomuch that we
were a full hour in gaining the top of the Hill. Here
we found no more Woods. or Hills, but a fine Country,
well cultivated and planted with Silk Gardens: thro’
which leaving on the right hand a Village called Citte
Galle, inhabited {olely by Maronites, we came in one hour
to Bellulca. Here we repaired to a place which is both
the Kane of the Village, and the Aga’s Houfe; and re-
{olving by reafon of the Rains, which fell very plentiful-
ly, to make this our Lodging, we went to vifit the 44
with a fmall Prefent in our hands, "in order to procure
our felves a civil reception. But we found little recom-
pence from his Turkifh gratitude, for after all our refpect
to him, it was not withoiit much importunity that we
obtain’d to have the ufe of a dry part of the Houfe ; The
place where we were at firft Lodged lying open to the
Wind and the beating in of the Rain. Our whole Stage
this day was not much above four hours, our courfe about
South Weft.

Being inform’d that here were feveral Chriftian Inha-
bitants in this place, we went to vifit their Church, which
we found fo poor and pitiful a Stru&ure, that here Chri-
ftianity feem’d to be brought to its humbleft State, and
Chrift to be laid again in a Manger. It was only a Room
of about four or five Yards {quare, wall'd with Dirt,
having nothing but the uneven ground for its Pavement ;
And for its Ceiling only fome rude traves laid athwart i,
and cover’d with Bufhes to keep out the Weather. On
the Eaft fide was an Altar, built of the fame Materials
with the Wall; only it was paved at top with Pot-fherds
and Slates, to give it the face of a Table. In the middle
of the Altar ftood a fmall Crofs compos’d of two Laths
nail’d together in the middle: on each fide of which en-
fign were fafined to the Wall two or three old Prints re-
prefenting our blefled Lord and the Blefled Virgin, &v.
The Venerable prefents of fome Itinerant Fryars, thactl:

ha



§ A Journey from Aleppe to Ferufalems. ,
had pafled this way. On the South fide was a piece of
plank fupported by a Poft, which we underftood was
" the Reading Desk, juft by which was a little hole com-
- modioully broke thro’the Wall to give light to the Rea-
der. A very mean habitation this for the God of Hea-
ven! But yet held in great elteem, and reverence by the -
oor People ; who not only come with all devotion hi-
ther themfelves, but alfo depofite here whatever is moft
valuable to them, in order to derive upon it a bleffing.
When we were there the whole Room was hang’d about
with Bags of Silkworms Eggs; to the end that by re-
maining in fo holy a place, they might attra& a Bene- 4
di&ion, and a Virtue of encrealz)g.

Wednefday, Mar. 3.

The next Morning flatter'd us with the hopes of a fair
day after the great Rains, which had fallen for near eight
hours together. We therefore ventur’d to leave Bellulca,
with no great thanks to it for our Entertainment. But
we had not gone far, before we began to wifh that we
had kept our former accommodation bad as it was; for
" the Rains began to break out afrefh with greater fury
than before: nor had we more comfort under foot, the
Road being very deep and full of floughs. However we
refolv’d to go forward in hopes of a better time, and in
four hours (very long ones in fuch uncomfortable circum-
ftances) we arriv'd at Sholfatia, a poor Village fituate upon .
a fmall River which we were oblig’'d to pafs. A River
we might call it now, it being fwollen {o high by the
late Rains, that it was impaffable; tho’ at other times it
be but a {mall Brook, and, in the Summer, perfe&ly dry.

Here inftead of mending our Condition, as we expeQed,
we began to drink more deeply of the bitrer Cup of Pil-
grims, being brought to fuch a ftrait, that we knew not
which way to turn our felves. For (as I faid) the
Stream was not fordable, o that there was no going for-
ward ; and as for facing about, and returning to the

place from whence we came, that was a thing, we were
. very
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very averfe to: Well knowing, by that Mornings expe-
rience, the badnefs of the Road ; and likewife having rea-
fon to expe& but a cold welcome at our Journeys end.
As for Lodging in the Village, that was a thing not to
be endured : For the Houfes were all fill'd with Dirt and
Nattinefs, being inhabited promifcuoufly by the Villagers
and their Catde.  As for lying in the Campagnia, the
Rain was {o vehement we could not do that, without an
evident danger both to our Selves and Horfes.

But whilft we were at this non-plas, not knowing which
courfe to take, the Rain abated; and fo we refolved to
pitch in the open Field, tho’ thorowly foaked with the
wet, efteeming this however the leaft evil. Accordingly
we betook our Selves to a {mall afcent by the water’s

fide, intending there, under our Tents, to wait the falling
of the Stream.

We had not enjoy’d this ceffation of Rain long, when
it began to pour down a-freth, with terrible Lightning
and Thunder. And now our care was renewed, and we
knew not well which to be moft concern’d for; whether
our Selves, who enjoyed the miferable comfort of a drop-
King Tent over us, or for our Servants and Horfes which

ad nothing but their own Cloaths to prote& them. At
Jlaft there being a {mall Shecks Houfe, or Burying-place
hard by, we comforted our Selves with hopes that we
might take San&uary there. The only difficulty was how
to get admiffion into {o reverenc’d a place; the Turks
being generally Men of greater Zeal than Mercy. To
negotiace this affair we fent 4 Turk (whom we had taken
with us for {uch occafions ) into the Village; ordering
him to try firft by fair means to gain admittance, and, if
that fail’g, to threaten that we would enter by force. But
the Religion of this place was of that kind which fuper-
fedes inftead of improving Humanity. - The people abfo-
lutely deny’d us the {mall Charity we demanded; And
fent us word they would die upon our Swords before they
would yield to have their Faith defil'd: Adding farther

that it was their Faith to be true to Aamet and 4ly, but
' B to
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to hate and renounce Omar and Abu Beker; and that
this principle they were refolv’d to ftand by. We told
them we had as bad an opinion of Omar and Aby Beker
as they could have: That we defir'd only a little fhelter
from the prefent Rain, and had no intention to defile
their Faith. And thus with good words, we brought
them to confent, that we might fecure our Baggage in the
Shecks Houfe ; but as for our Selves and Arms, ‘twas
our irreverfible fentence to be excluded out of the hal-
low'd Walls. We were glad however to get the Merci-
lefs Doors open upon any terms; not doubting, but we
fhould be able to make our advantage of it afterwards
according to our defire: Which we a&ually did; for when
it grew dark, and the Villagers were gone to fleep, we
all got into the places of refuge, and there pafled a Me-
lancholy Night among the Tombs : Thas efcaping how-
ever the greater evil of the Rain which fell all Night in
great abundance.

Being now crept into the infide of the Shecks Houfe,
I muft not omit, in requital for our Lodgings, to give
fome account of the nature of fuch Structures. Theyare
ftone Fabricks, generally fix or eight Yards {quare (more
or lefs) and roofed with a Cupola; ereed over the
Graves of fome eminent Shecks, that is, {uch Perfons, as
by their long Beards, Prayers of the fame ftandard, and a
. kind of Pharifaical fupercilioufnefs (which are the great

- Virtues of the Mahometan Religion) have purchas'd to
themfelves the reputation of Learning and Saints.

Of thefe Buildings there are many fcatter'd up and
down the Country (for you will find among the Turks
far more dead Saints than living ones.g They are fi-
tuated commonly, tho’ not always, upon the moft eminent
and confpicuous afcents. To thefe Oratories the people
repair with their Vows and Prayers, in their feveral di-
firefles, much after the fame manner, as the Romanifts
do to the fhrines of their Saints. Only in this refpe&
the pra&ice of the Turks feems to be more Orthodox, in
regard that tho’ they make their Saint’s fhrine the Houfc;

o
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of Prayer; yet they always make God alone, and not the
Saint, the obje& of their addrefles.

Thurfday, March 4.

To revive us after the heavinefs of the laft Night, we
had the confolation to be informed this Morning,that the
River was fordable at a place a little farther down the
Stream ; and upon experimgnt we found it true as was re-
ported. Glad of this difcovery, we made the beft difparch
we could to get clear of this inhofpitable place; and ac-
cording to our defires, foon arriv’d, with all our Baggage
on the other fide of the River.

From hence afcending gently for about half an hour,
we came to the foot of a very fteep Hill, which, when
we had reached, it’s top prefented us with the firft pro-
fpe&t of the Ocean. We had in view likewife at about
two hours diftance to the Weftward, the City Latichea,
fituate on a flat fruitful ground clofe by the Sea; -A City
firt Built by Seleucus Nicator, and by him call'd in ho-
nour of his Mother Aafixe, which Name it retains with
avery little corruption of it at this day. It was anciently
a place of great Magnificence; but in the general cala-
mity which befel this Country, " it was reduced to a very
low condition, and fo remain’d for a long time. ' But -

- of late Years it has been encouraged to hold up its head
again, and isrebuilt, and become one of the moft flourifh-
ing places upon the Coaft; being cherifhed, and Fut ina
way of Trade by Coplan Aga, a Man of great wealth, and
duthority in thefe parts, and much addicted to Mer-
“chandife.

From the Hill which we laft afcended, we had a fmall
defcent into a fpacious Plain, along which we Travelled
Southward, keeping the Sea on the right hand, and a
ridge of Mountains on the left. Having gone about one
hour and a half in this Plain, we difcern’d on the left
hand, not far from the Road two ancient Tombs. They
were Chefts of Stohe two Yards and a half long each.
Their Cavities were cover'd over with large Tables of

B2 Stone;
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Stone, that had been lified afide probably in hopes of
Treafure. The Chefts were carvecf on the outfide with
Ox-heads, and wreaths hanging between them, after the
manner of adorning Heathen Altars. They had like-
wife at firft Infcriptions graven on them: But thefe were
{o eaten out, that one could not difcover o much as the
l1;[)ecies of the Chara&ers. Here were alfo feveral foun-

ations of Buildings; but whether there were ever any
place of note fituated hereabouts, or what it mightbe I
cannot refolve.

Above an hour from thefe Tombs we came to another
Stream which ftopp’d our March again. Thefe Moun~-
tain Rivers are ordinarily very inconfiderable : But they
are apt to {well upon fuddain Rains, to the deftruétion of
many a Paflenger, who will be fo hardy as to venture
unacf;ifedly over them. We took a more fuccefsful care
at this place ; for Marching about an hour higher up by
the fide of the Stream, we found a place, where the wa-
ters by dilating were become fhallower, and there we
got a fafe paffage to the other fide. From hence we bent
our Courfe to recover our formerRoad again; but we had
not got far, before there began a very violent Storm of
Hail follow’d by a hard and continued Rain, which forced
us to make the beft of our way to Febilee, leaving our
Baggage to follow us at leifure.

Our whole Stage this day was about {ix hours, pointing
for the firft hour Weft, and for the remaining part near
South, having the Sea on the right hand, and a ridge of
Mountains atabout two hours diftance on the left. Andin
this ftatcourRoad continued for feveral daysafter,without
any difference,fave only that the Mountains at fome places
approach nearer the Sea: atother, retire farther off. Thefe
Mountains go under different Names in feveral Ilaces, as
they run along upon the Coaft, and are inhabited by rude
peopleoffeveraldenominations.In that partof them above
febilee, there dwell a people, called by the Turks Neceres
of a very ftrange and fingular Chara&er. For ’tis their
principle to adhere to nocerrainReligion; but Chamelilqz-

: ike
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like, they put on the Colour of Religion, whatever it
be, which is refle®ed upon them from the Perfons with
whom they happen to converfe. With Chriftians they
profefsthemfelves Chriftians ; With Turks they are good
Muflelmans ; With Jews they pafs for Jews; being fuch
Proteufes in Religion, that no body was ever able to dif-
cover what fhape or ftandard their Confciences are really
of. All that is certain concerning them is, that they make
very much and good Wine, and are great Drinkers.

Fiday, Mar. 5. .

This whole day we fpent at Febilee to recruit our
Selves after our late fatigues ; having the convenience of
anew Kene to lodge in, Built at the North entrance into
the City, by Offan the prefent Befba of Tripoli.

Febilee is feated clofe by the Sea, having a vaft, and
very fruitful Plain ftretching round about it, on its other
fides. It makes a very mean figure at prefent: Tho' it
ftill retains the diftin&ion of a City, and difcovers evi-
dent footfteps of a better condition in former times. Its
Ancient Name, from which alfo it derives its-prefent,
was Gabala ; under which Name it occurs in Strabo, and
other old Geographers. In the time of the Greek Em-

rours, it was dignify’d with a Bithop’s See. In which
ometimes fate Severian the Grand Adverfary and Arch-
Confpirator againft St Chryfoffom.

The moft remarkable things, that appear here at this
day, are a Mofque, and an Alms-houfe juft by it, both
Buile by Sultan Iérabim. In the former his Body is de-

fited, and we were admitred to fee his Tomb, tho’ held

the Tarks in great Veneration. We found it only a
great wooden Cheft, ere&ed over his Grave, and cover'd
with a Carpet of painted Calico, extending on all fides
down to the ground. Itwasalfo trick'd up with a great
many long Ropes of wooden Beads hanging upon it, and
fomewhat refembling the furnitare of a Button-maker’s
Shop. This is the Turks. ufual way of adorning the
Tombs of their holy Men, as I have feen in feveral other
inftances,
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inftances. The long ftrings of Beads paffing in this Coun-
try for marks of great devotion and gravity. In this
Mofque we faw feveral large Incenfe Pots, Candlefticks
for Iatars, and other Church furniture, being the fpoils
of Chriftian Churches at the taking of Cyprus. Clofe by
the Mofque is a very beautiful Bagnio, and a {fmall Grove
of Orange Trees; under the fthade of which Travellers.
are wont to pitch their Tents in the Summer time.

The Turks, that were our condu&ors into the Mofque,
entertain’d us with a long Story of this Sultan Ibrahim
who lies there Interr’d; efpecially touching his mortifi-
cation, and renouncing the World. They reported that
having divefted himfelf of his Royalty, he retir’d hither
and livid twenty Years in a Grotto by the Sea fide, dedi-
cating himfelf wholly to poverty and devotion: And in
order to confirm the truth of their relation, they pre-
tended to carry us to the very Cell where he abode. Be--
ing come to the place, we found there a multitude of Se-
pulchres hewn into the Rocks by the Sea fide, according
to the Ancient manner of Burying in this Country : And
amongft thefe they fhew’d one, which they averr'd to be
the very place in which the devout Sultan exercifed his
twenty Years difcipline ; and to add a little probability.
to the Story, they fhew’d, at a {mall diftance, another
Grotto twice as large as any of its fellows, and uncover’d
at the top, which had three Niches or Praying places
hewn in its South fide. This they would have to be
Sultan Ibrabim’s Oratory : It being the manner of the
Turks always to make fuch Niches in their Mofques and
other places of Devotion, to denote the Southern quarter
of the World ; for that way the Muffelmans are obliged
to fet their faces when they Pray, in reverenceto the
"Tomb of their Prophet. Thefe Niches are alwaysform'd
exactly refembling thofe ufually made for Statues, both-
in their fize, fabrick, and every circumftance. I have
fometimes refle@ted for what reafon the Turks fhould ap-
point fuch Marks to dire& their faces toward in Prayer.
And if 1 may be allow’d to conje&ure, I believe tl:lei()i.
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did it at firlt in teftimony of their Iconoclaftick prin-
ciple ; and roexprefs tothemboth the reality of the divine
prefence there, and at the fame time alfo its Invifibility.
~ ‘The Relators of this Story of Sultan Ibrahim were doubt-
lefs fully perfwaded of the truth of it themfelves. But
we cou]d not tell what conje&ures to make of it, having
aever met with any account of fuch a Sulren, but only
from this rude tradition.
- From thefe Mahometan San&uaries, our Guide pre-
tended to carry us to a Chriftian Church, about two fur-
longs out of Town on the South fide. When we came
to it, we found it nothing but a {mall Grotto in a Rock,
by the Sea fhore, open on the fide towards the Sea; and
having a rude pile of Stones erected in it for an Altar.
In our return from this poor Chappel, we met with the
Perfon who was the Curate of it. He told us that him-
felf and fome few other Chriftians of the Greek Commu-
nion, were wont to affemble in this humble Cell for Di-
vine Service, being not permitted to have any place of
Worthip within the Town.

Febilee {eems to have had Anciently fome convenience
for Shipping. There s ftill to be feen a ridge compos’d
of huge fquare Stones running a little way into the Sea;
which appears to have been formerly continued farther
on, and to have made a Mole. Near this place we faw
a great many Pillars of Granite, fome by the Water fide,
others tumbled into the Water. There were others in a
Garden clofe by, together with Capitals of white Marble
finely carv’d ; which teftify in fome meafure the Ancient
Splendor of this City.

But the moft confiderable Antiquity in Febilee, and
greateft Monument of its former Eminency, is the re-
mains of a Noble Theater juft at the North Gate of the
City. It pafles amongft the Turks for an old Cattle ;
which (according to the Afiatick way of enlarging) they
report to have been of fo prodigious a height, when in
its perfett ftate, that a Horfeman might have rid, about
Sun-rifing, a full hour in the fhade of it. A

s
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Asfor what remains of this mighty Babel, it is no more
than twenty Foot high. The flat fide of it has been
blown up with Gun-powder by the Turks. And from
hence (as they related ) was taken a great quantity of
Marble, which we faw ufed in adorning their Bagnio
and Mofque before mention’d. All of it that is now
flanding is the Semi-Circle. It extends from corner to
corner juft a hundred Yards. In this Semi-Circular part
is a range of feventeen round Windows juft above the
ground, and between the Windows all round were raifed,
on high Pedeftals, large Mafly Pillars, ftanding as But-
trefles againft the Wall, both for the ftrength and orna-
ment of the Fabrick ; but thefe fupporters are at prefent
mqft of them broken down.

Within is a very large Arena, but the juft meafure of
it could not be taken, by reafon of the Houfes with
which the Turks have almoft fill'd it up. On the Weft
fide the feats of the SpeQators remain Eill entire, as do
likewife the Caves or Vaults which run under the Sub-
fellia all round the Theatre. The outward Wall is three
Yards three quarters thick, and built of very large and
firm Stones ; which great ftrength has preferv'd it thus

" long from the jaws of time, and from that general ruin,
which the Turks bring with them into moft places where

they come.
» Satxrday, Mar. 6.

Having done with Febilee, we put forward again early
the next Morning, with a profpe& of much better weather
than we had been attended with, in our former motions.
Our Road continued by the Sea fide, and in about two
hours, brought us to a fair deep River, called by the
Turks Naber-il-Melech, or the King’s River. Here we
faw fome heaps of ruins on both fides of the River,
with feveral Pillars of Granite, and other footfteps of
fome confiderable Buildings. ' About half an hour far-
ther we paffed another River called Fobar, fhewing the
remains of a Stone-bridge over it, once well Built but

now
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how broken down. On the other fide of this River in
a large plough’d Field, ftood a great {quare Tower; and
round about, the rubbith of many other Buildings. Like-
wife all along this day’s Journey, we obferv’d many Ruins
of Caftles and Houfes, which teftify that this Country,
however it be negle&ed at prefent, wasonce in the hands
of a people that knew how to value it, and thought it
worth the defending. Strabo calls this whole Region
from Febilee as far as Aradus, the Country of the Aradii
(of whom in due place) and gives us the Names of feve-
ral places fituate anciently along this Coaft; As Paltus,
Bdlanea, Caranus, Enydra, Marathus, Ximyra. But whe-
ther the Ruins which we faw this day, may be the remains
of any of thofe Cities, cannot well be determin’d at this
diftance of time; feeing all we have of thofe places, is
only their names, without any fufficient diftin&ions, by
which to difcover their fituation. The Balanea of Strabo
is indeed faid to be ftill extant, being fuppos'd to be the
fame place, that the Turks (little chanfging its Name )
call at this day Bameas. This place is four good hours
beyond Febilee. It ftands upon a fmall declivity about a
furlong diftant from the Sea, and has a fine clear Stream
running {wiftly by it on the South'fide. It is at prefent
uninhabited, but its Situation proves it to have been an-
ciently a pleafant, its Ruins a well-built, and its Bay
before it, an advantageous Habitation. 'At this place was
requit’d another Caphar. ‘
Leaving Baneas, we went on by the Sea fide, and in
about a quarter of an hour paffed by an old Cattle, on the
top of a very high Mountain. It is built in the figure of
an Equilateral Triangle, having one of its Angles point-
ing towards the Sea. The Turks call it Merchab; and
enlarge much upon the Sieges it has {uftain’d in former
times: But whatever force it may have had anciently, it
is at prefent only a refidence for poor Country people.
This is probably the fame Caftle mentioned by Adri-
chomius and others under the Name of Margath; to
which the Bifhops of Balanea were fgrced to mn{llmate'
' their
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their See by reafon of the infults of the Saracens.

At about one hour and a half diftance from Baneas, we
came to a {mall clear Stream, which induced us to take up
our Lodging near it. We pitch’d in the Campagnia about
two or three furlongs up from the Sea; having in fight
on the Mountains above us, a Village called Sophis, in-
habited folely by Maronites; and a little farther Befuck,
another Village poffefs'd by Turks only ; and a little far-
ther Merakia, whofe Inhabitants are a Mifcellany of Chri-
ftians and Turks together. Our whole Stage this day was
about fix hours.

Sunday, Mar. 7.

From thisQuarter we remov’d early the next Morning,
and in three hours came to a fair deep River called Nehor
Hufiine ; having an old Bridge turn’d over it, confifting
of only one Arch, but that very large and exceeding well
wrought. In one hour and a half more, Travelling ftill
by the Sea fide, we reach’d Tortofa. .

The ancient Name of this place was Orthofis. It was
- a Bifhop’s See in the Province of Tyre. The Writers of
the holy Wars make frequent mention of it, as a place of
great ftrength. And one may venture to believe them,
from what appears of it at this day.

Its fituation is on the Sea-fhore ; having a fpatious
Plain extending round about it on its other fides. What
remains of it is the Caftle, which is very large and ftill
inhabited. On one fide, itis wafh’d by the Sea ; On the
other, it is fortified by a double Wall of courfe Marble,
Built after the Ruftick manner. Between the two Walls
is aDitch ; as likewife is another encompaffing the outer-
moft Wall. You enter this fortrefs on the North fide,
over an old Draw-bridge, which lands you in a {patious
Room now for the moft part uncoverd, but anciently
well arch’d over, being the Church belonging to the Ca-
ftle. On one fide it refembles a Church, and in witnefs of
its being fuch, fhews at this day, feveral holy Emblems
carv’d upon its Walls, as that of a Dove defcending, ov;r

the
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the place where ftood the Altar; and in another place
that of the Holy-Lamb. But on the fide which fronts
outward, it has the face of a Cattle, being built with port-
holes for Artillery, inftead of Windows. Round the Cattle
on the South and Eatft fides ftood anciently the City. It
had a good Wall and Ditch encompaffing it, of which
there are ftill to be feen confiderable remains. But for
other Buildings, there is nothing now left in it, except a
Church, which ftands about a furlong Eaftward from the
Caftle. ' It is one hundred and thirty foot in length, in
breadth ninety three, and in height fixty one. Its Walls,
and Arches, and Pillars, are of a Baftard Marble, and all
ftill o entire, that a fmall expence would fuffice to re-
cover it into the ftate of a beautiful Church again. But,
to the grief of any Chriftian Beholder, it is now made a
ftall for Cattle, and we were, when we went to fee it, al-
moft up to our knees in Dirt and Mire.

From Tortofs we fent our baggage before us, with or-
ders to advance a few Miles farther toward Tripoli, to
the intent that we might thorten our Stage to that place
the next day. We follow’d not long after, and in about
a quarter of an hour came to a River, or rather a Chan-
nel of a River, for it was now almoft dry: Tho’ que-
ftionles here muft have been anciently no inconfide-
rable fiream; as we might infer both from the largenefs
of the Channel, and the fragments of a Stone-bridge,
formerly laid over it.

In about half an hour more, we came a Breft with a
{mall Ifland, about a League diftant from the Shore, called
by the Turks Ra-ad. This is fuppofed to be the ancient
Arvad, Arphad, or Arpad (under which feveral names

it occurrs, 2 Kin. 19. 12. Gen. 10.18, Ezek. 27. 11. &c.)
and the Aradus of the Greeks and Romans. It feemed
to the Eye to be not above two or three furlongs long; -
and was wholly filled up with tall Buildings like Caftles.
The ancient Inhabitants of this Ifland were famous for
Navigation, and had a command upon the Continent as
far as Gabala.

C2 About
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About a quarter of an hour farther we came up with
our Muliteers; they having pitched our Tents, before
they had gone fo far aswe intended. But this mifcarriage
they well recompenfed, by the condition of the place
where they {topp'd ; it affording us the entertainment of
feveral notable Antiquities, which we might otherwife

erhaps have pafs'd by unobferv’d. It was at a green plat
.rying within one hour of Tortofa, a little Southward of
Aradus,and about a quarter of a mile from the Sea, having
in it a good Fountain (tho’ of a bad name) called the
Serpent Fountain.

The firft Antiquity that we here obferved was a large
Dike thirty yards over at top, cut into the firm Rock.
Its fides went floping down with Stairs form’d out of the
natural Rock, defcending gradually from the top to the
bottom. This Dike ftretch’d in a dire& line, Eaft and
Weft more than a furlong, bearing ftill the fame figure
of Stairs running in right lines all along its fides. It
broke off at laft at a flat marfhy ground, extending about
two furlongs betwixt it and the Sea. It is hard to imagine
that the Waterever flow’d up thus high; and harder, with-
out {uppofing that, to refolve, for what reafon all this
pains ofP cutting the Rock in fuch a fathion, was taken.

This Dike was on the-North fide of the Sexpent Foun-
tain; and juft on the other fide of it, we efpy’d another
Antiquity, which took up our next obfervation. There
was a Court of fifty five yards {quare, cut in the natural
Rock; the fides of the Rock ftanding round it, about
three yards high, fupplied the place of Walls. On three
fides it was thus encompafled ; but to the Northward it
lay open. 1In the Center of this Area was a {quare part
ofythe Rock left ftanding ; being three yards highand five
yards and a half {quare. This ferv’d for a Pedeftal to a
Throne erected uponit. The Throne was compos'd of
four large Stones, twoat the fides, one at the back, an-
other hanging over all at top, inthe manner of a Canopy.
The whole ftruéture was about twenty foot high, front-
ing toward that fide where the Court was open. The St(l)lric

that
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that made the Canopy was five yards and three quarters
{quare,and carv’d round with a handfome Cornith. What
all thismight be defign’d for, we could not imagine; un-
lefs perhaps the Court may pafs for an Idol-Temple, and
the Pile in the middle for the Throne of the Idol : Which
feems the more probable, in regard that Hercules, i. e. the
Sun, the great abomination of the Phenicians, was wont
to be adored in an open Temple. At the two innermoft
Angles of the Court, and likewife on the open fide were
left Pillars of the natural Rock ; three at each of the for-
mer and two at the latter.
. About half a mile to the Southward of the forefaid An-
tiquities there ftood in view two Towers. But it grow-
ing dark, we were forced to defer our examination of
them till the next Morning. Our whole Stage this day
exceeded not fix hours.

Monday, March 8.

Having pafled over a reftlefs night, in a marthy and
unwholfome ground, we got up very early; in order to
take a nearer view of the two Towers laft mention’d. We
found them to be Sepulchral Monuments, ere&ed over
two ancient Barying places. They ftood at about ten
Zards diftance from each other, and their fhape and fa-

rick is reprefented in the figures &_a) and (b).

The Tower ( a? was thirty three foot high. Its longeft
Stone or Pedeftal was ten foot high, and fifteen {quare:
The fuperﬁru&ure upon which was firft a tall Stone in -
form of a Cylinder ; and then another Stone cutin fhape
of 2 Pyramid.

The other Tower (b) was thirty foot and two inches
high, Its Pedeftal was in height fix foot ; and fixteen
foot fix inches fquare. It was fupported by four Lyons
carv’d one at each corner of the Pedeftal. The carving
had been very rude at beft ; but was now rendred by time
much worfe. The upper part rear’d upon the Pedeftal
was all one fingle ftone, in fathion as is reprelcnted in the
figure (b).
i Each
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Each of thefe barbarous Monuments had under it fe-
veral Sepulchers ; the entrances into which were on the.
South fide. It coft us fome time and pains to get into
them ; the Avenues being obitru&ed, firft with Briars, and
Weeds, and then with Dirt. But however we remov’d
both thefe obftacles; encouraging our felves with the
hopes, or rather making our felves merry with the fancy
of hidden treafure. But as foon as we were enter'd into
the Vaults, we found that our golden Imaginationsended
(as all worldly hopes and proje&s do at laft) in duft, and
putrefation. But however that we might not go away
without fome reward for our pains, we took asexa& a
furvey as we could of thefe Chambers of darknefs ; which
were difpos’d in fuch manner as is exprefs'd in the fol-
lowing figures. ,

The Chambers under the Tower S'a) lay as is repre-
fented in the firft figure. Goingdown feven or eight fteps,
you come to the mouth of the Sepulcher ; where crawling
in you-arrive in the Chamber (1) which is nine foot two
inches broad and eleven foot long. Turning to the right
hand, and going thro’ a narrow paffage you come to the
Room (2) whichis eight foot broad and ten long. In this
Chamber are feven Cells for Corpfes, viz. twoover againft
the entrance, four on the left hand and one unfinith’d on
the right. Thefe Cells were hewn dire&ly into the firm
Rock. We meafured feveral of them, and found them
eight foot and a half in length, and three foot three inches
fquare. I would not infer from hence that the Corpfes
depofited here, were of fuch a Gigantick fize,as to fill up
{uch large Coffins: Tho’atthe fame time, why fhould any
Men be fo prodigal of their labour, asto cut thefe Caverns
into fo hard a Rock as this was, much farther than ne-
ceffity requir'd? : ’

On the other fide of the Chamber (1) was 2 narrow
paflage feven foot long leading into the Room (3) whofe
dimenfions were nine foot in breadth and twelve inlength.
It had eleven Cells of fomewhat a lefs fize than the for-
mer lying at equal diftances all round about it. .

Paffing
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Paffing out of the Room (1) foreright you have two
narrow entrances,each feven foot long, into the Room (4).
This Apartment was nine foot {quare: It had no Cells in
it like the others; Nor any thing elfe remarkable, but
only a Bench, cut all along its fide on the left hand.
From the defcription of this Sepulcher, it is eafy to con-
ceive the difpofition of the other; which is reprefented
in the figure (5. 6). The height of the Rooms in both,
was about fix foot; and the Towers were Built each over
the innermoft Room of the Sepulchers, to which it be-
longed.

At about the diftance of a furlong from this place, we
defcern’d another Tower, refembling this laft defcrib'd.
It was ere@ed likewife over a Sepulcher, of which you
have the delineation in the figure {7) and (8). Therewas
this fingularity obfervable in this laft Sepulcher; thatits
Cells were cut into the Rock eighteen footin length, pof-
fibly to the intent, that two or three Corpfes might be
depofited in each of them, at the feet of one another.
But having a long Stage this day to Tripeli, we thought
it not feafonable to fpend any more time in this place;
which might perhaps have aﬂ{)rded us feveral other An-
tiquities. ,

.And yet for all our hafte, we had not gone a mile, be-
fore our Curiofity was again arrefted by the obfervation
of another Tower, which appear’d in a thicket not far
from the way fide. It was thirty three foot and a half
high, and thirty one foot {quare; compos’d of huge fquare
Stones, and adorn’d with a handfome l():ornilh all round at
top. Tt contain’d only two Rooms one above the other;
Into both which there were entrances on the North-fide
thro’ two {quare holes into the Wall. The feparation be-
tween both Rooms, as alfo the covering at the top, was
made, not of Arch’d-work, but of vaft flat Stones; in
thicknefs four foot, and {o great an extent, that two of
them in each place, fufficed to fpread over the whole Fa-
brick. This was a very ancient Strucure, and probably
a place of Sepulture, —

mu
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. I muft not forget, that round about the Serpent Foun-
~ tain, and alfo as far as this laft Tower, we faw many Se-
ulchers,oldFoundations,and other remains of Antiquity.
From all which it may be affuredly concluded, that here
muftneeds have been fome famous Habitation in ancient
times: But whether this might be the Ximyra, laid down
by Strabo hereabouts (or as Pliny calls it, Lib. 5. Nat.
Hifl. Cap. 20. Simyra) the fame poffibly with the Country
of the Zemarites, mention’d in conjun&ion with the

Arvadites, Gen. 10. 18. I leave to others to difcufs.
Having quitted our felves of thefe Antiquities, we en-
ter'd into a fpacious Plain, extending to a vaft breadth,
between the Sea and the Mountains ; and in length reach-<
ing almoft as far as Tripoli. The People of the Country
call it Funia, that is, the Plain; which name they give it
by way of Eminency, upon account of its vaft extent.
We were full feven hours in paffing it ; and found it all
along exceeding fruitful, by reafon of the many Rivers
and the great plenty of Water, which it enjoys. Of thefe
Rivers the firft is about fix hours before you come to 77i-
poli. It has a Stone-bridge over it, of three large Arches;
and is the biggeft Stream in the whole Plain: For which
reafon it goes by the name of Nabor il Kibber, or the great
River. About half an hour farther you come to another
River, called Nabor Abrofb, or the Leper’s River. In
three quarters of an hour more you pafs a third River,
called Nabor Acchar; having a handfome Stone-bridge, of
one very large Arch, laid over it. ‘Two good hours more
brings you to a fourth River, called or.the cold
Waters, with a bridge of three Arches over it. From
hence you have two good hours more to Tripoli. I took
the more exa& account of all thefe Streams to the intent
that I might give fomelight, for the better deciding that
difference, which is found in Geographers, about the place
of the River Eleutherss. The Moderns, all with one
confent, give that name to a River between Tyre and
Sidon, called by the Turks Cafimeer. But this contra-
dics the univerfal teftimony of the Ancients, who place
Eleu-
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Eleatherws more Northward. Strabo will: have it fome-
where between Orthofia and Tripoli, as a boundary di- .
viding Syria from Phenicia (p. 518.) Pliny places it near
Orthefis,emptying it felf imo the Seaoyer againft Aradus,
Nat. Hif. Lib. 5. C. 20. The Writer of the Maccabees .
1 Mucc. 12. 24. 30. lays itinthe Land of Hamath; which, *
Country, whatever it were, was certainly without the bor-
ders of Ifrael, as appears from the fame Author. To this
Folephus agrees, placing Elestherus to the North of Si-:
don, as may be colle&ed from him, Lib. 14. Antiq. Fud.
Cap. 7. 8. where, fpeaking of Mark Anthony’s donation to
Clespatra, he reports, how that Extravagant Gallant gave
her all the Cities between Elestherus and Egypt, except
Tyre and Sidon. Ptolemy as cited by Terranius, places it
yet more Northetly, between Orthofis and Balnea. From
all which ic is evident,. that this cannot be the true an-
cient Eleutherus which the Moderns affign for it. But
that Name is rather to be afcrib’d to one of thefe Rivers,
croffing the Plain of Funia : Or elfe (if Pliny’s Authority
may be rely’d upon) to that River (now dry) which I
mention’d a little on this fide of Tortofa, and which has
it's Mouth almoft oppofite to Aradus. But I will not -
determine any thing in this point, contenting my felf to
have given an account of the feveral Rivers as we pafs'd

them, : o
- Tuefday, Mar. 9.

. Drawing towards Tripoli, our Muliteers were afraid
to advance, left their Beafts might be prefs'd for publick
fervice; asthey were afterwards, in fpight of all their cau-
tion, to our greatvexation, So we left them in the Plain
of Junia, and proceeded our felves for Tripoli; where
we arriv’d about Sun-fet. Our whole Stage this day was
ten hours. :

. At Tripoli we repos’d a full week, being very gene-
toufly entertain’d by Mr Franci Haflings the Conful,
and Mr Jobn Fifber Merchant; theirs being the only En-
glih Houfe in Tripoli.. S

-~

SD e Tripoli
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Tripoli is feated about half an hour from the Sea. The
major part of the City lies between two Hills; one onthe
BJ\, on which isa Caftle commanding the place ; another
on the Weft, berween the City‘and the Sea. This latteris
faid to havebeen at firft rais'd and to-be ftill encreas’d by
the dayly acceffion of Sand, blown to it from the Shore:
Uponwhichoccafion thgre goes aProphecy,that the whole
" City fhall intime be Buried with this Sandy Hill. Bat the
Turks feem not very apprehenfive of this prediiony for
inftead of preventing tge growth of thel-liﬁ, they {uffer it
to take its Courfe,and make it a place of pleafure ; which
they would have little inclination to do, did they appre<
hend it were fometime to be their Grave. -

Wednefday, March 2.

" This day we were all treated by Mr Fifber in the Cams
agnia, 'The place where we dined was a narrow plea-
ant Valley by a River’s fide, diftant from the City about

a Mile Ealtward. A-crofs the Valley there runs from

Hill to Hill a handfome lofty aquedu&, carrying upon

it {o large a body of Water, as fuffices the whole City.

It was called the Princes-bridge, fuppos’d to have been

Buile by Godfrey of Bulloign.

Thurfday, Mar. 11.

. This day we all dined at Conful Ht{liing:’s Houfe, and

after dinner went to wait upon Oftan the Baffs of Tripoli,
having firft fent our Prefent, as the manner is amongft the
Turks, to procure a propitious reception.

It is counted uncivil to vifit in this Coyptry withoue
an offering in hand. All great Men expe 1t as a kind of
~ Tribute due to their Chara&er and Authority ; and look
upon themfelvesasaffronted, and indeed defrauded,when
this compliment isomitted.EveninfamiliarVifitsamongft
inferiour people, you fhall feldom have them come with-
out bringing a Flower, or an Orange, or fome other fuch
token of their refpe& to the perfon vifited: The Turks
in this point keeping up the ancient. Oriental Caftom

- : hinted,
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hinted, 1 Sam. 9. 7. If we go (fays Saul) whas [ball 1ve
bring the man of God? there is mot 4 prefent, &c. which
words are queftionlefs to be underftood in conformity to
this Eaftern Cuftom, as relating to a token of Refpet,
and not a price of Divination.

Fryday, Mar. 12.

In the Afternoon we went to vifit Bell-Mount a Con-
vent of Greeks, about two hours to the Southward of
Tripali. It was founded by one of the Earls of Tripoli,
and ftands upon a very high Rocky Mountain, looking
over the Sea; a place of very difficult afcent, tho’ made
as acceffible as it way capable by the labour of the poor
Monks. It was our fortune to arrive there juft as they
were going to their Evening Service. Their Chappel is
large but obfcure ; and the Altar is inclos'd with Cancelli,
fo as pot to be approach’d by any one but the Pricft, ac-
cording to the fafhion of the Greek Churches. They call
their Congregation together, by beating akind of a tune
with twa Mallets on a long Pendulous piece of plank at
fl,lge Ehm’ch daor; Bells being an abomination to the

nrks.

Their fervice confifted in precipitate, and very irreve-
rent chattering of certain Prayers and Hymnsto our blef-
fed Saviour, and to the bleffed Virgin, and in fome dark
Ceremonies; the Prieft that officiated fpent at leaft one
third part of his time, in compaffing the Altar, and per-
fuming it witha pot of Incenfe, and thengoing all round
the Congregation flinging his Incenfe-pot backwardand
forward, and tendring its fmoak with three repeated Vi-
brations to every Perfon prefent. . Towards the end of
the Service, there was brought into the body of the
Church, a fmall Table, caver’d with a fair linnen Cloth,

on which were plac’'d five fmall Cakes of Bread crofs way
In thisform& , and in the Center of each Cake wasfix'd
a gt:cail lighted wax Taper, a hole in the Cake ferving for
4 docket. .

Dz At
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At this Ceremony,the Prieft read the Gofpel concerning
our Lord’s feeding the Multitude with five Loaves. After:
which, the Bread was carried into the Cancelli, and be-
ing there {uddainly broke to bits, was again brought out
in a Basket, and prefented to every one in the Aflembly,
that he might take a little. After this Collation, the
Prieft pronounc’d the Blefling, and fo the Service ended.
On both fides of the body of the Church, were feats for
the Monks, in the nature of the ftalls for the Fellows of
Colleges in Oxford; and on,each hand of every feat were
placed Crutches. Thefe you find in like manner in moft
Churches of this Country. Their ufe is for the Prieft to
lean upon: The Service being fometimes fo long, that they
cannot well ftay it out,withoutthe affiftance of fuch eafe-
ments; for they are not permitted by their Rubrick to fit
_ down. The younger Monks, who perhaps may have no

great occafion for thefe fupporters, do yet delight to ufe
them (as the Spaniards do SpeQacles) not for any necef~-
fity, but in affeation of gravity. '

The Monks of this Convent were, as I remember, forty
in all. We found them feemingly a very good natur'c{
and induftrious, but certainly, a very ignorant People.
For I found upon enquiry, they could not give any man-
ner of Rationale of their ownDivine Service. And to thew
their extream fimplicity, I cannot omit a complement
made to the Confu‘; by tl};e chiefof them, viz. that he was
as glad to fee him, as if he had beheld the Meffiab him-
felf coming in perfon to make a vifit to him,

" Noristhis ignorance to be much wondred at; for what
Intervals of time they have between their hours of De-
votion, they are forced to fpend, not in Stady, but in
menaging of their Flocks, cultivating their Land, prun-
ing their Vineyards, and other labours of Husbandry,
which they accomplith with their own hands. This toyl
they are obliged to undergo, not onlyto provide for their:
own fuftenance, but alfo that they may be able to fatisfy
the unreafonable exa&ions,which the greedy Turks, upon-
every pretence they can invent, are ready to impofe upon

' them
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them. But thatit may be the-better guefs’d what fort of ;
Men thefe Greek Monks are, I will add this farther indf-
cation, viz. that the famePerfon, whom we faw officiating
at the Altar, in his embroyder’d Sacgrdotal Robe, brought
us ‘the next day, on' his own back, a Kid, and a Goat’s
Skin of Wine, as a Prefent from the Convent. '
[ ]

Saturday, Mar.13.

This Morning we went agadn to wait upon Oftan Buffs
by his own appointment ; and were enfertain’d as before
with great Courtefy. For you muft know that the Turks
are not fo ignorant of Civility, and the Arts of endear-
ment, but that they can pra&ice them with as much
exa&nefs, as any other Nation, whenever they have a
mind to fhew themfelves obliging. For the better appre-
hending of which, it may not be improper, nor unplea-
fant here to defcribe the Ceremonies of a Turkifh vifit,
as far as they have ever fallen under my obfervation, ei-
ther upon this or any other occafions.

When you would make a vifit to a Perfon of Qualit
here, you muft fend one before with a Prefent to befpea
your admiffion, and to know at what hour your coming
may be moft feafonable. Being come to the Houfe, the
Servants receive you at the outermoft Gate, and condu&
you towards their Lord or Mafter’s Apartment ; other
Servants (I fuppofe of better rank) meeting you in the
way, at their Feveral ftations, as you draw nearer to the
Perfon you vifit. Coming into his Room, you find him
prepar’d to receive you, eitherftanding at the edge of the-
Duan, or elfe lying down at one corner of it, according-
as he thinks it proper to maintain a greater or lefs diftin-
&ion, Thefe Duans are a fort of low ftages, feated in.
the pleafanteft part of the Room, elevated about fixteen
or eighteen inches or more above the floor. They are
fpread with Carpets, and furnifhed all round with Bolfters
forleaning upon. Upon thefe the Turks eat, fleep, fmoak,
receive vifits, {ay their prayers, &¢. Their whole delight

is,
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. is in lolling upon them,and in furnithing them richly out,
is their greateft luxurz» '

- Being come to the fide of the Duan, you flip off your
Shoes, and ftepping up take your place ; which you muft
do firft at fome diftance, and upon your knees, layipﬁ
your hand very formally before you. Thus you mutft
remain, till the Man of Quality invites you to draw nearer,
and td put your felf in an eafier pofture, leaning upon the
Bolfter. Being ghus fix'd, he difcourfes with you as the
occafion offers; the Servangs ftanding round al{ the while
in a great numbet, and with the profoundeft refped, fi-
lence and order imaginable, When you have talk’'d over
your bufinefs, or the complements, or whatever other can-
cern brought you thither, he makes a fign to have things
ferv'd in for the entertainment ; whichis generallya little
Sweetmeat, a difh of Sherbet, and another of Coffee: All
which are immediately brought in by the Servants, and
tender’d to a]l the Guefts in order, with the greateft care
and awfulnefs imaginable. And they have reafon to look
well to it; for fhould any Servant make but the leaft flip
or miflake, either in delivering or receiving his difh, it
might coft him fifty, perhaps one hundred drubs on his
bare feet, toattone for his crime. At laft comes the finith-
ing part of your Entertainment, which is perfuming the
Beards of the Company ; aCeremany, which is perform’d

“in this manner. They have for this J:ourpofe a fmall Sil-
ver Chaffing-difh, cover'd with a lid full of holes, and
fixed upon a handfome plate. In this they put fome frefh
Coals, and upon them a piece of Lignum Aloes, and then
fhatting it up,the fmoak immediately afcends with agrate-
ful Odour thro' the holes of the cover. This fmoak is
held under every one’s Chin, and offer’d as it were afacri-
fice to his Beard. The briftly Idol foon perceives the re-
verence done to it, and o greedily takes in apd incorpo-
rates the gummy fteam, that it retains the favour of it,and
may ferve for a nofegay a good while after, L

This Ceremony may perhaps feem ridiculous at firft
hearing: But it paffes among the Turks for an high gra-
‘ tification.
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tification. And I will fay this in its vindication, that itg
defign is very wife and ufeful. For it is underftood to
give a civil difmiffion to the vifitants; intimating to thent,
that the Mafter of the Houfe has bufingfs to do, ot fome
other avocation, that permits them to go away affoon as
they pleafe,and the fooner afier this Ceremony the better.
By this means you may, at any time, withodt offence, de-
liver your felf from being detain’d from your affairs by
tedious and unfeafonable vifits; and from being conftrain’d
to ufe that piece of Hypocrify, fo common in the world,
of preffing thofe to ftay longgr with you, whom perhaps
inyour heart you with a great way off for having troubled
you {o long already. But of this enough.

Having difcharged our vifit to Offan Baffs we Rid out
after Dinner to view the Marine. It is about half an hour
diftant from the City. The Port is an open Sea, rather -
than an enclos’d Harbour: However itisin part defended
from the force of the waves, by two fmall Iflands about
two leagues out from the Shore; One of which is call'd
the Bird, the other the Coney Ifland, being fo named from
the Creatures which they feverally produce. For its fe-
curity from Pyrates, it has feveral Caftles or rather {quare
Towers, Built all-along upon the Shore at convenient di-
ftances. ‘They are (I think) fix in number, but at pre-
fent void of all manner of force both of Men and Am-
munition,

In the Fields near the Shore appear’d many heaps of
Ruinsand Pillarsof Granite, and feveral other Indications
that here muft have been anciently fome confiderable
Buildings this way, Which agrees very well with what
Céfaubon in his Notes upon Strabo ( p. 213.) quotes out

Diodorus, viz. that the place call’d Tripoli, was an-
ciently a clufter of three Cities ftanding at a furlong’s di-
ftance from each other; of which the firft was a Seat of
the Arqdii, the fecond of the Sidonians, the third of the
Tyrians, And from hence it is Rrobable, that Tripoli was
aName given at firft to threediftin&, but adjacent places,
ad not to one City; built (as is ufually faid ) by the

mingled
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" - mingled intereft of Tyre, Sidon, and Aradus : It being

hard to conceive, how three fuch independent Common-
wealths fhould thus concur in the Founding of one City
between them; and barder, how they fhould agree in
governing it afterward. :

' . Sunday, Mar.14.
We continued fill in Tvipoli.
( Monday, Mar. 15.

" Refolving to profecute our Journey this dafy, we had
given orders to our Muliteers fome time before, to be
ready to attend us. But they had been fo frighted by the
Baffa of Sidow's Servants, who were abroad in queft of
Mules, for the fervice of their Mafter, that they were run
away, and could not be heard of. A difappointment
which gave us much vexation, and left us to no other re-
medy, but only to fupply our felves with frefh Beafts,
where we could find them. S .

_ Having after much trouble, put our felves in a new
pofture of Travelling, we parted from T:i{ali at three of
the Clock in the Afternoon ; proceeding clofe by the Sea,
we came in one hour and a half to Callemone, a fmall
Village juft under Bell-Mount. From hence putting for-
ward ti['l near eight of the Clock, we came to an high
Promontory, which lay dire&ly crofs our way, and broke
off abruptly at the Sea fide, witha CaaFe very high, and
almoft perpendicular. In order to pafs this Barrier, we
turn’d up on the left hand, into a narrow Valley thro’
which our Road lay; and it being now late, we took
up our Quarters there under fome Olive Trees, having
come in all about five hours. .

The Promontory which terminated our Journey,feems
to be that called by * Strabo n s¥ €% @ejowmw, or the face
of God, affign’d by that Author for the end of Mount Li-
banus. Between this place and Trvipoli he mentions like-
wife a City called Tvieris: But of this we faw no foot-

® Strab, lib, 16, Perop. Mela, lib. 3, €3p. 12 . . _
fteps,
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fieps, unlefs you will allow for fuch, fome Sepulchers
which we faw cut in the Rocks, about one hour and 2
half before we arrived at the Promontory.

Tuefday, Mar. 16.

We were no fooner in motion this Morning, but we °
were engaged in the difficult work of croffing over the
foremention’d Cape. The Pafs over itliesabout a mileup
from the Sea. We found it very deep and rugged ; but
in an hour or thereabout mafter'd it, and arriv’d in a nar-
row Valley on the other fide, which brought the Seaopen
to us again. Near the entrance of this Valley ftands 2
{mall Fort, ere&ed upon a Rock peuxxend icularonallfides,
the Walls of the Buildings being juit adequate to the fides
of the Rock, and feeming almo({ of one continued piece -
with them. This Cattle is called ZTem/eids, and commands
the paffage into the Valley. :

In about half an hour from this place, we came even
with Patrome ; a place efteem’d to be the ancient Botrus:
It is fituate clofe by the Sea, and our Road lying fome-

- what higher up in the Land, we diverted alittle out of the
way to fee it. We found in it fome remains of an old
Church and a Monaftery : But thefe are now perfectly
ruin'd and defolate ; as is likewife the whole City. Nor
is there any thing left in it, to teftify it has been a place
of any great confideration.

In three hours more we came to Gibyle, call'd by the
Greeks Byblus,a place once famous for the Birth and Tem-
ple of Adonis. It is pleafantly fitudted by the Sea fide:
At prefent it contains but a little extent of ground, but
yet more than enowgh for the fmall number of its Inhabi-
tants. It iscompafled witha dry Ditch, and a Wall, with
{quare Towers iin it at about every forty yards diftance.
OnitsSouth fideit has anold Caftle ; withinit,is a Church;
exadly of the fame figure with that at Zorsefs, only not
fo entire as that. Befides this it has nothing remarkable,

o’ anciently jit was a place of po mean extent, as well
#s beauty ; as may appear from the manEy heaps of R.uinfi-

an
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and the fine Pillars that are fcatter'd up and down in the
Gardens near the Town.

Gibyle is probably the Country of the Giblites, men-
tion’d Fofb. 13. 5. King Hiram made ufe of the People of
this place in preparing Materials for Selomon’s Temple; as
may be colle&ted from the firft of Kings, §. 18. where the
word which our Tranflator hath render'd flome-(quarers
in the Hebrew is £33 Giblim, or Giblites, and in the
LXXH Interpreters -Biaw, that is the Men of Byblus :
the former ufing the Hebrew, the latter the Greck Name
of this place. The fame difference may be obferved like-
wife Ezek.27.9. where this place is again mention’d. The
Ancients of Gebal, {ays our Tranflation, following the He-
brew; inftead of which you read in the LXXII again of
opsoliiest BLNar the Elders of Bybli or Byblus.

Leaving Gibyle we came in one hour to a fair large
River, with a Stone Bridge aver it, of only one Arch, but
that exceeding wide and lofty. To this River the Turks
give the Name of Ibrahim Baff; but it is doubtlefs the
ancient River Adonis, {o famous for the Idolatrous Rites
perform’d here in lamentation of Adenis. Upon the bank
of this Stream we took up our Quarters for the following
Night, having come this day about fix hours. We had a
very tempeftuous night both of Wind and Rain, almoft
without ceflation, and with fo great violence, that our
Servants were hardly able to keep up our Tents over
us. But however, this Accident which gave us fo much
trouble in the night, made us amends with a curiofity,
which it yielded us an opportunity of beholding the next

‘Morning,
Wednefday, Mar. 1.

For by this means we had the fortune to fee what ma
be fuppofed to be the occafion of that Opinion whic
Lucian relates, concerning this River, viz. That this
Stream, at certain feafons of the Year, efpecially about the
Feaft of Adonis, is of a bloody colour ; which the Hea-
thens looked upon as proceeding from a kind of Sympathy

in
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in the River, for the Death of Adonis, who was killed by
a wild Boar in the Mountains, out of which this Stream
rifes. Something like this we faw a&ually come to pafs;
for the Water was ftain’d to a {urprifing rednefs; and, as
we obferv’d in Travelling, had difcolour’d the Sea a great
way into a reddifh hue, occafion’d doubtlefs by a fort of
Minium, or red Earth, wathed into the River by the vio-
lence of the Rain, and not by any ftain from Adonis’s
Blood.

In an hour and a quarter from-this River we pafied over
the foot of the Mountain Climax, where, having gone
thro’ a very rugged and uneven Pafs, we came into a large
BaI called Funia. At the firft entrance into the Bay, is an
old Stone Bridge, which appoints the limits between the
two Baffalicks of Tvipoli and Sidon. At the bottom of the
Bay are exceeding high and fteep Mountains, between
which and the Sea, the Road lies. Thefe are the Moun-
tains of Caffravan, chiefly inhabited by Maronites, famous
for a growth of excellent Wine. The Maronite Bifhop of
Aleppo has here his refidence in a Convent, of which he is
the Guardian. We faw many other fmall Convents on
the top of thefe Mountains. One of which call’d Oozier
was, as we were here told, in the hands of ten or twelve
Latin Fryars. Towards the further fide of the Bay, we
came to a fquare Tower, or Caftle, of which kind there
are many all along upon the Coaft for feveral da{s Jourr
ney from this place: They are faid to have been built by
the Emprefs Helena, for the protecion of the Country
from Pirates. At this Tower is to be paid a fourth *Ca-
phar. Itisreceiv’d by Maronites, a pack of Rogues more
exa&ing and infolent in their office, than the very Turks
themfelves. A little beyond this place, we cdme to a
Road cut thro’ the Rocks, which brought us out of the
Bay, having been one hour and a quarter in compaffing it.
In an hour more fpent upon a very rugged way, clofe by
the Sea, we came to the River Lycus, call'd alfo fome-
time Canis, and by the Turks at this day Nahor Kelp.

* Half per Franck, quarter per Servant,
E 2 It
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It derives its Name from an Idol in the form of a Dog
or Wolf, which was worfhiped, and is faid to have
pronounc’d Oracles at this place. The Image is pre-
tended to be fhewn to ftrangers at this day, lying in the
Sea with its heels upward: I mean the Bon of it; for its
Oracular head is reported to have been broken off, and
carry’d to Venice, where (if fame be true) it may be feen
at this day,

I know not by what miftake feveral modern Geogra-

hers confound this River with Adonis, making them to
Ee one and the fame; whereas the contrary is apparent,
both from experimental obfervation, and from the Au-
thority of Ancient Geographers.

This Riveriffues into the Sea from between two Moun-
tains exceffive fteep and high; and fo rocky that they
{eem to confift each of one entire Stone. For croffing the
River, you go up between thefe Mountains about a Bow-
fhot from the Sea, where you have a good Bridge of four
Arches; near the foot of which, is a piece of white Marble
inlaid in the fide of a Rock, with an Arab Infcription on
it, intimating its Founder to have been the Emir Faccar-
dine (of whom I fhall have occafion to {peak more when
Icome to Beroor.) Being pafled the River you immediately
begin to afcend the Mountain, or rather great Rock on
the other fide. To accomodate the paffage you have a
path of above two yards breadth cut along its fide, at a
great height above the Water ; being the work of the
Emperour Antonings. For the Promontory allowing no
Paffage between it and the Sea, at bottom, that Empe-
rour undertook with incredible labour, to open this way
above. The memory of which good work is perpetuated
by an Infcription engraven ona Table plain'd in the fide
of the natural Rock, not far from the entrance into the
way. As follows, '

IMP:
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IMP: CAES: M: AURELIUS
ANTONINUS, PI1US, FELIX, AUGUSTUS
PARTH: MAX: BRIT{GERM: MAXIMUS

PONTIFEX MAXIMUS

MONTIBUS IMMINENTIBUS

LYCO FLUMINI CAESIS VIAM DILATAVIT
PER---~ ( purpofely erafed)----
ANTONINIANAM SUAM

A little higher up in the way are infcrib’d thefe words

INVICTE IMP: ANTONINE P: FELIX AUG:
' MULTIS ANNIS IMPERA!

In paffing this way, we obferv’d, in the fides of the Rock
above us, feveral T ables of figures carv’d ; which feem’d
to promife fomething of Antiquity. To be fatisfied of
which, fome of us clamber’d up to the place, and found
there fome fignsasif theold way had gone in that Region,
before Antoninus cut the other more convenient paflagea
little lower. In feveral places hereabouts, we faw ftrange
antique figures of men,carv’d in thenaturalRock,inMezzo
Relievo, and in bignefs equal to the -
life. Clofeby each figure was a large
Table plain’d in the fide of the Rock,
and border'd round with Mouldings.
Both the Effigies and the Tables ap- |
ar'd to have been anciently in-
crib’d all over: But the chara&ers
are now fo defac’d, that nothing but
the footfteps of them were vifible.
Only there was one of the figures
that had both its lineaments and its |
infcriptions entire.

.1t was our unhappinefs to have at this place a very
violent ftorm of Thunder and Rain, which made our
Company too much in hafte to make any longer ftay here.
By which misfortune I was prevented, to my great Regrer,
from copying the Infcription, and making {uch an exa&

- fcrutiny
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fcrutiny into this Antiquity as it feem’d very well to de- |
ferve. 1 hope fome curious Traveller or other will have
better {uccefs in paffing this way hereafter. The Figures
feem’dto rcfembﬁ: Mummys, and were perhaps the repre-
fentation of fome perfons buried hereabout ; whofe Sepul-
chers might probably alfo be difcover'd by the diligent
Obferver. :

The Antonine way extends about a quarter of an hours
Travel. It is at prefent fo broken and uneven, that, to
repair it, would require no lefs labour, than that, where-
with it was at firft made. After this Pafs you come upon
a {mooth fandy Shore, which brings you in about one
hour and a half to the River Beroot, (for I could learn no
other Name it had:) It is a large River, and has overita
Stone Bridge of fix Arches. On its other fide is a plain
Field near the Sea, which is faid to be the Stage on which
St George duell'd and kill’d the Dragon. In memory of
this Atchievement, there is afmall Chappel built upon the
place,dedicated at firft to that Chriftian Hero; but now
perverted toaMofque. From hence in anhour wearrived
‘at Beroot, very wet by reafon of the long and fevere Rain.
However we found here the fhelter of a good Kane by
_ the Sea fide, and there we took up our Quarters. Our
whole Stage this day was about fix hours and a half.

Thurfday, March 18,

The day following we fpent at Beroot ; being credibly
inform’d tﬁat the River Damer, which lay in our next
Stage, was {o {woln by the late Rains that it would be im-
paffable. This place was call'd anciently Berytus; from
which the Idol Baal Berith is fuppofed to have had its
Name. 'And afterwards being greatly efteem’d by Au-
guflus, had many Privileges confer'd upon it; and toge-
ther with them a new Name, viz. Fulia Felix. But at pre-
fent, it retains nothing of its ancient felicity, except the
fituation; and in that particular it is indeed very happy.
It is {eated onthe Sea-fide, in a foil fertile and delightgll,
rais’d only fo high above the falt Water, as to be fetc_:ure
rom
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from its overflowings, and all other noxious and unwhol-
fome effe@s of that Elenient. It has the benefitof good
freth Springs flowing down to it from the adjacent Hills, -
and difpenfed all over the City, in convenient, and not
unhandfome Fountains. But befides thefe advantages of
its fitaation, it has at prefent nothing elfe to boaft of.

The Emir Faccardine had his chief refidence in this
place. He was in the Reign of Sultan Morat, the fourth
Emir, or Prince of the Drufes; a people fuppos'd to have .
defcended from fome difpers'd remainders of thofe Chri-

- ftian Armies, that engaged in the Crufades, for the reco-
very of the Holy-Land: Who afterwards, being totally

" routed, and de(J airing of a returnto their native Country
again, betook themfelves to the Mountains heseabout ; in
which their defcendants have continued ever fince. Fac-
¢ardine being (as I faid) Prince of thefe People, was not
contented to be penn’d up in the Mountains; but by his
power and artifice, enlarged his Dominionsdown into the
plain all along the Sea Coatt as far as from this place to
Aera. Atlaft the Grand Seignior growing jealous of fuch
a growing power, drove the wild Beaft back again to the
Mountains, from whence he had broke loofe; and there
his pofterity retain their Principality to this day.

We went to view the Palace of this Prince, wlich ftands
on the North Eaft part of the City. At the entrance of
it is a Marble Fountain, of greater beauty than is ufual-
ly feen in Turkey. The Palace within confifts of feveral

rts, all now ran much to ruin; or rather perhaps
never finith’d. The Stables, Yards for Horfes, Dens fgrf
Lyonsand other Salvage Creatures, Gardens, &, are fuch
as would not be unworthy of the Quality of a Prince in
Chriftendom, were they wrought up to that perfe&ion of
which they are capable, and to which they {feem to have
been defign’d by their firft Contriver.

But thebeft fight that this Palace affords, and the wor-
thieft tobe remember’d, is the Orange Garden. Itcontains
a large Quadrangular plat of ground, divided into fixteen
lefler {quates, four in a row, with walks between tl};tlrll.

e
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"The walks are fhaded with Orange Trees,of alarge fpread-
ing fize, and all of .fo fine a growth both for ftem and
- head, that one cannot imagine any thing more perfe& in
this kind. They were, at the time when we were there,
asit were, guilded with Frait, hanging thicker upon them
than ever 1 {faw Apples in England. Every one of thefe fix-
teen lefler {quares in the Garden was border’d with ftone ;
and in the ftone-work were Troughs very Artificially con-
.triv'd, for conveying theWater allover the Garden: There
being little Qutlets cut at every Tree, for the Stream, as it
pafs'd by, to flow out, and water it. Were this place un-
der the Cultivation of an Englith Gardner, it is impaffible
any thing could be made more delightful. But thefe Hefpe-
vides were put to no better ufe, when we faw them, than
to ferve as a fold for Sheep and Goats; infomuch that in
many places they were up to the knees in dirt: So little
fenfe have the Turks of fuch refin’d delights as thefe ;
being a people generally of the groffeftapprehenfion, and
knowing few pther pleafures, but fuch lgnfualities, asare
equally common both to Men and Beafts. On the Eaftfide
o?this Garden weretwo Terrace walks rifingone above the
other, each of them having an afkent to it of twelve fteps,
They had both feveral fine {preading Qrange Trees upon
them, to make fhades in proper places. And at the North
end they led into Booths, and Summer-houdes, and other
Apartments, very delightful : this place being defign’d by
Faccardine for the chief feat of his pleafure.

It may perhaps be wonder’d, how this Emir fhould be
able to contrive any thing fo elegant and regular as this
Garden ; {eeing the Turkifh Gardens are ufnally nothing
elfe buta confus'd mifcellany of Trees; jumbled together
without either Knots, Walks, Acbours, or any thing of art
ordefign, fo thatthey feem like Thicketsrather than Gar-
dens. But Faccardine had been in Italy, where he had
{een things of another nature, and knew well how to cop
them in his own Country. For indeed it appearsby th
remains of him, thathe muft needs have been a Man much
above the ordinary level of a Turkifh Genius. ;

: o
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In another Ganden we {aw {everal Pedeftalsfor Stataes;
from whence it may be infert’d, that this Emir was no

wery zealous Mabometan. At one Corner of the fame Gar- -

den food 2 Tower of aboue fixty foot high ; defign’d to
havebeen carried to a much greater elevation for aWatch-
Tower, and for that end buile with an extraordjnary
frength, its walls being twelve fooc thick. From this
Tower we had a view of the whole City : Amongft other
Profpeds it yielded usthe fight of alargeChriftianChurch,
{aid to have been at firlt confecrated to St Fobn the Evan-

gelif. But, it being now ufurp’d by the Turks for their .

chief Mofgue, we could not be peramitted to fee it, other-
wife than at thisdiftance. Another Church there is in
the Town, which feems to be ancient; but being a very
mean Fabrick is fuffer’d to remain fill in the hands of the
Greeks. We found it adom’d with abundance of old

PiGures ; Amongit the reft I faw one with this litle In- -

feription, Kdagrw acpres Agyemoonts Bugbes : And juft by it
was the figure of Neflorius, who commonly makes one
amougft the Saints painted in the Greek Charches ; tho’
they do not now profefs, nor, I believe, fo much as
know his Herefy. But that which appear’d moft ob-
fervable was a very odd figure of 2 Saint, drawn at full

length, with a large Beard reachiog down to his feet.

The Curate gave us to underftand that this was St Ni-
cephorus ; and perceiving that his Beard was the chief ob-

je& of our admiration, he gratified us with the following

relation concerning him, viz. That be was a Perfon of the
moft Eminent Virtues in his time. But his great Mif-.
fortune was, that the Endowmencs of his Mind were aot
fetoff with the outward Ornament of a Beard. Upon
occafion of which defe&, he fell into a deep Melancholy.
The Devil taking the advantage of this Prieft, promifed
to give him that boon which Nature had deny'd, in cafe
he would comply with his fuggeftions. The Beardlefs
Saint, tho’ he was very defirous of the reward propos'd,
yethe would not purchafe it at that rate neither: Butre-

jected the previous Bribe with indignation, declaring re-
N F {olutely

e
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folutely, that he had rather for ever defpair of his with
than obtain it upon fuch terms. And at the {ame time,
- taking in hand the downy tuft upon his Chin, to witnefs
the ftability of his refolution (for he had it feems Beard
enough to {wear by) Behold! ‘as a rewArd for his con-
ftancy, he found the hair immediately ftretch, with the
luck that he gave it. Whereupon finding it in {o good a
Eumour,be follow’d the happy Omen: And as young Heirs
that have been niggardly bred, generally turn Prodigals
when they come to their Eftates; fo he never defafted
from pulling his Beard, till he had wiredrawn it down
to his Feet. But enough both of the Beard and the
Story. At the Eaft end of Beroot are to be feen feven or
eight beautiful Pillars of Granite, each foot long,
and three in diameter. And over another Gate, not far
diftant, we found in a piece of Marble, this following
Infcription; Tas 7¢ @esawrms drdpis imoias aim ougls Iuryx@rs
# @efomlis yelrerus 3ide @esduuds © magiyens 5 wi il oPg 2dp 7
uengiy yursTus Digns ydes. THE TOT MPOSIONTOXE
ANAPOZ ENNOIAZ, Such as thefe were the Capi-
tals. It was probably at firft an Altar-Infcription, rela-
ting to the Offertory in the Holy Communion: For its
fenfe feems to look that way; and ’tis well known that
the Comers to the Blefled Sacrament, were call’d by the
Ancients, by the peculiar Name of ¢i aposorres, as Vele-
fius proves out of St Chryfoftom. Valef. Not. in Efeb. Eccl.
Hift. Lib. 7. Cap, 9. y
On the South fide, the Town-wall is ftill entire, but
built out of the ruins of the old City, as appears by pieces
of Pillars and Marble, which help to build it. In one
piece of Marble Table we faw thefe remaining Letters
of a Latin Infcription;

----- VG. ETIA-----
----- XI CUM----=
----- VS PHOEBUS-----

All the reft being purpofely erafed.
A little
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A little without this Wall, we faw many Granite Pillars
and remnants of MofaickFlodre; and in an heap of rubbith,
feveral pieces of polith’d Marble, fragments of Statues,
and other poor Relicks of this City’s ancient Magnifi-

cence. On the $ea fide is 3n old ruin’d Caftle, and fome
remains of a {mall Mole. , ' C .

' Friday Mar. 19.

- Leaving Beroot, we came in one third of an hour to a
large Plain extending from the Sea to the Mountains. At
the beginning of the Plain is a Grove of Pine Trees of
Feccardine’s Plantation. We guefs'd it to be more than
half a Mile crofs; and {o pleafant, and inviting was its
fhade, that it was not without fome regret that we pafs’d
itby. Continuing in this Plain, we faw at a diftance, on
our left hand, a {mall Village called Suck foat. It belongs
to the Draufes, who poflefs at this day a long tra& of Moun-
tains, as far as from Caffravan to Carmel. Their prefent
Prince is Achmet, Grandfon to Faccardine; an old Man,
and one who keeps up the Cuftom of his Anceftors, of
wrning day into night: An hereditary pra&ice in his Fa-
mily, proceeding from a traditional perfwafion amongft
them, that Princes can never fleep fecurely but by day,
when Mens a&ions and defigns are beft ob(er’d by their
Guards, and if need be, moft eafily prevented;but thatin
the night it concerns them to be always vigilant, left the
darknefs, aided by their fleepihg, fhould give Traitors’
opportunity-and encouragement to affault gheir Per-
fons, and by a Dagger or a Piftol, to make them continue-
their fleep lnger than they intended whenthey lay down.
Two hours from. Faccardine’s Grove brought us'torthe
fifth Caphar, and another litde:hoirr to the Rivetr Danier
ot Tamyras; the former being:its Modern, the latter its
Ancient Name. It is a River apt to fwell much upon fuds
dain Rains, in which cafe, precipitating its {elf ttomithe
Mountains with great rapidity, it has been fatal to many
aPaffenger; amongft the reft, one Monfieur Spon,Nephew:
% Dr Spow, coming from Ferafalem ;bout four years 2go,
. 2 in
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in company with fome Englith Gentlemen, was, inpaffing
this Stream, burry’d down by it,.and perifhed in the Sea,
which lies about a furlong lower than the Paflage.

We bad the good fortune to fiwd the River in a better
temper; its watess betng now affwaged finec the late Rains.
However the Country Fellows were ready bere, according
to their Trade, to have affifted us in our Paflage over. In
order to which, they had very officioufly ftripp'd them-
felves naked againft our coming : And to the end tharthey
might oblige us to make ufe of their help, fos which they
will be well paid, they broughkt as 10 a place where the
Water wasdeepeft, Eretending there was no other Paifage
befides that; which Cheat we faw them a&ually impofe
upon fome other Travellers, who came not long after us.
But we had been advis'd of a place a little higher in the
River, where the Stream was broader and fhallower, and
there we eafily pafs'd without their affiftance. Joft by
this. place are the suins of a Stone-bridge; of which one
might goefs by the firmnefs of its remains, thatit might
have beenftill entire, had not thefe Villains brokeitdowrs
in order to their making their 2dvantages of Paflengers;
either conducting them.over for good pay, or elfe, if they
have opg'gommiat , drqwning them for their fpoils. -

On the other fide of the River,the Mountainsapproack
clofer to the Sea, leaving only a narrow rocky way be-
tween. Froth Damer, in two houts we came to anocher
River,of no inconfiderabie figare,but not oncemention’d
by any Geographer that. I know of. Iv:is within one
hour of Sidow.. Its Chanael is deep, codtains 2 good
Stream, and bas a large’' Stone-bridge over is. Speaking
of thisRiver to the R.cverend Father Stuphuse, J:om'te

Patriatch at Canobine; he told dre it was call’d s, and
?adm Fountain nedy. Brrogk, a Village in .Mbsswe Li~
m“‘.l!"‘]'."' ‘ toye Xx .. . M B S0 ’ \
At his River we wetemet by fevesal of the Frencht
Merchants frome Sidom; :they having: a Faftory shere the.
mofll. confiderable of alll theirs in tAe Levant. ~ Being a1+
tiwad at:Sidony we pitclsd our Tents by z Cifterm wkho;v
. o the
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the City; but were our felves condulted by the French
Gentlemen to the place of their habitation, which is a
large Kane clofe by* the Sea, where the Conful and il
the Nution are quarter’d toggther. Before the froms of
-this Kane is an old Mole renning into tite Seawith aright
Aagle ; it was of no great capacity at beft, buc now is ren~
der'd perfe&ly ufelefs,having been purpofely fill'd up wih
rubbith and carth, by Fucardine, to preveat tlse Tarkifh
Gallies from making their unwelcome vifits vo this place.
‘The Molbe being thus deftroy’d, all Ships, thac take i
thioir Burthen here, are forced to ride at Anchor under
the thelter of a fmall ridge of R ocks, about a Mile diftant
from. the fhote on the North fide of the City. Sidon is
flockt well enough with-Inhabitants, bat is wery much
firomk from its ancient extent, and more from its fplems
dour; Asappears from a great many bedutiful PHlars,chae
lie {catter'd up and down the Gardens without the prefene
Walls. Whatever Antiquitiesmay at any time have been
hereabout, they are now all perfeély obfcur’d and ba-
ried by the Tarkith Buildings. Upow the South fide of
the City, on a Hill fands an old Cafle, faid 10 have
bectr the work of Lews the ninth of France, furnasned
the Sdine; and not far from the Caftle is anm old unfiniti’d
Padace of Fascandim's, ferving however the Bafls for hid
Seraglio - Neither of them worth mentioning, had ehe
City. afforded us any thing effe move remavkable, Neay
about Sidon begin the preciads of the Hih Land, and of
that part of it in particular which was allotted to 4jber.
The borders of which Tribe extended from Carmel as
far as great Zidon, as appears from fofb. 19. 26,28. But
the People upon the Sea Coafts were never aGtually ma-
fter’d by the Ifraelites; being left by the juft Judgment
of God to be thorns in their fides, for a reafon that may
be feen Fud. 2. 1, 2, 3, &c.

- 'ThePerfon, who is the French Conful at Sidon, has
alfo the Title of Conful of Ferufulem; and is obliged by
his Mafter, the French King, to make a vifit to the Holy
City every Eafter, under pretence of preferving the San-

Quary



© .46, A Journey from Aeppe to Ferufalem.
&uarythere from'the violations, and the Fryars who have
the.cuftody of it, from the exa&ions of the Turks. -Bat
the Fryars think themf{elves much fafer without this pro-
te@ion. We were defirougto joyn with Monfieur 4" Em-
perewr, the prefent Conful, in his this years Pilgrimage ;
and accordingly had fent him a Letterfrom Aleppe on pur-
pofe to befpeak that favour ; .hoping by his prote&ion to
afs more fecurely from the abufes of the Arabs and
urks, who are no where {o infolent, as in Palefline, and
about Ferufalem. We had his promife to ftay for us; but
the remora’s and difappointments we met with in the
Road, had put us fo backward in our Journey, that fear-
ing to be too late at Ferufulem, be fet out from Sidon the
* day before our arrival there: Leaving us however fome
bopes, that if we made the beft of our way, we might
come up with him at 4cra, where he promis’d to expect

our coming to the utmoft moment.

Saturday, Mar. 20.

Being defirous therefore not to lofe the convenience
of his company, we fet out early the next morning from
Sidow; and Travelling in a very fruitful Plain, came in
half an hour to a place where we found a large Pillar of

* Granite, lying crofs the high way, and funk a good :part
under ground. Obferving fome letters upon it, we took
the pains to dig away the Earth, by which means we re-
cover'd this fragment of an Infcription. R

. IMPE-~
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.
IMPERATORES,

CAESARES,

L SEPTI1MUS SE-
VERUS, P1US PER-
TINAX, AVG: ARA-

BIGUS ADIABENICUS,
PARTHICUS, MAXI-
MUS, TRIBUNICIA

POTES: VI. IMP: X1. cas []
PRoO Y cos AP NP
ETM & AUREL: ANTONI-
NUS AUG: FILI1US & EJUS |
seecee-e-ccc-ET=--+-=ARIA
mee-ecc-EN----D1UM & RV
FVM-c-o=ccecscaqcnnccacca
s=s=<-==IC PR! PRAET
-==-PROVINC & SYRIAE
[ET PHAE] NIC RENOVAVERUNT

Y

Some Gentlemen of our Nation, in their Journey to Fera-
[alem, this laft Eafter, An.1699. found another Pillar, at
about midway, between that we faw, and Sidon,of the fame
make and ufe; from which they took the forefaid In-
{cription more perfe@ly. As far as filius ejus there is no
variation, and after that it goes on thus,

VIAS ET MILLIARIA
FR-=-0 & VENIDIVMRY
FYM & LEG ¢ AUGG &
L----PR & PRAESIDEM
PROVINC & SYRIAEPHOR
mcdnrjovavanunr

1

By which we may obferve the exa&nefs of the Romans in
meafuring out their Roads, and marking down upon eve-
ty Pillar the number of Miles as L. 1L 1II. &v.

- . A little
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A little beyond this Pillar, we paffed in fight of Ko-ri-e,
a large Village on the fide of the Mountains; and intwo
hours and a half more, came 10 Sarphan, fuppos’d to be the
Ancient Sarephath, or Sarepss, {o famous for the refidence
and Miracles of the Prophet Elijab. The place thewn us
for this City, confifted of only a few Houfes, on the tops
of the Mountains,within about halfa Mjle of the Sea. But
it is more probable, the principal part of the City flood
below, in tge ce between the Hills and the Sea ; there
being ruins ftill to be feen in that plece of a confiderable
extent. From hence in three hours we arrived at Cafimeer,
a River large and deep, running down to the Sea thro’ a
Plain, in which it creeps along with various mzandersand
turnings. It bad once a good Stone-bridge laid over it of
four Arches: But of that nothing remains at prefent, ex-
cept the fupporters ; between which there are laid beams
and boards to {upply the room of the Arches, and to make
a Paffage over. But {o carelefs and loofe is the Fabrick,
that it 1boks like a trap rather than a Bridge. We had
one Horfe dropt thro’, notwithftanding our utmoft care
to prevent {uch misfortunes, But’twas our good luck to
recaver him again fafe a-fhore,

This River is afign’d by our Modern Geographers for
the old Elewtberus ; but how erroneoufly, has been afore-
mention’d. Strabe méntions acertain River falling into the
Sea near Tyre, on this fide (apis Topw Mommuss i&ina. p.521.)
which can be no otherthan this; but he omits to acquaint
us with its Name. Within a Bow fhot of the River Cafi-
meer is a Kane of the fame Name, from which, keeping
near the Sea fide, you arrive in an hour at Tyre.

This City, ftanding in the Sea upon a Peninfula, pro-
mifesat adiftance fomething very magnificent. But when
you come to it, you find no fimilitude of that Glory, for
which it was fo renown’d in ancient times, and which
the Propliet Exckiel defcribes, Chap. 26, 27, 28. On the
North fide it has an old Turkifh ungarrifon’d Caftle ; be-
fides which, you fee nothing here, but a mere Babe! of
broken Walls, Pillars, Vaults,é7¢. there being not fo much

’ as



v e
toe

A Journey from Aleppo to Ferufalem. 49 . .
as one entire Houfe left. Itsprefent Inhabitantsare only
afew poor wretches, harbourihg themfelves in the Vaults,
and fubfifting chiefly upon fithing; who feem to be pre-
ferv'd in this place by Divine Providence, as a vifible
argument, how God has fulfill'd his Word concerning
Tyre, viz. That it fbould be as the top of 4 rock, a place for
fifbers to dry their nets on, Ezek. %26.14.

Inthe midft of the ruins,there ftands up,one pile,higher
than the reft, which is the Eaft end of a great Church,
robably of the Cathedral of 7yre : And why not the very
Eme that was ere@ed by its Biiop Paslinys, and honour'd
with that famous Confecration-Sermon of Eufebius, re~
corded by himfelf in his Eccl. Hiff. Lib. 10. Cap. 4. this
having been an Archiepifcopal See in the Chriftiantimes?
I cannot, in this place, omit an obfervation made b
moft of our Company in this Journey, viz. That in all ~
the ruins of Churches which we faw, tho’ their other parts
.were totally demolifh’d, yet the Eaft end we always fggnd
ftanding, and tolerably entire. Whether the Chriftans,
when over-run by Infidels, redeem’d their Altars from ruin
with Money; or whether, even the Barbarians, when they
demolithed the other parts of the Churches, might volun-
tarily fpare thefe,out of an Awe and Veneration ; or whe-
ther they have ftood thus long, by virtue of fome pecu-<
liar firmnefs in the nature of their Fabrick ; or whether
fome occult Providence has preferv’d them, as fo many
ftanding Monuments of Chriftianity in thefe unbelieving
Regions,and prefages of its future Reftauration, I will not
determine. This only I will fay, that we found it in fa&,
foas I defcrib’d, in all the ruin’d Churches that came in
our way; being perhaps not fewer than one hundred: nor
do I remember ever to have feen one inftance of the con=
trary. This might juftly feem a trifling obfervation, were
it founded upon a few examples only. But it beingathing
{o often, and indeed univerfally obferv'd by us, through=
out our whole Journey, I thought it muft needs proceed
from fomething more than blind chance, and might very
well deferve this Animadverfion. B
us
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But to return from this digreffion; There being anold
Stair-cafe in this ruin laft mention'd, I got up to the to
of it: From whence I had an entire Profpe& of the Iﬂan({

t of Tyre, of the Ifthmus, and of the adjacent fhore.
1 thought I could from this Elevation difcern the Ifthmus
to be a Soil of a different Nature from the other two; it
lying lower than either, *and being cover’d all over with
lan which the Sea cafts upon it, as the tokens of its na-
tural right to a Paffage there, from which it was by 4le-
xander the Great injurioufly excluded. The Ifland of
Tyre in its natural ftate, {feems to have been of a circular
ﬁ]g'ure, containing not more than forty Acres of Ground.
It difcovers ftill the foundations of a Wall, which anci=
ently encompafs'd it round, at the utmoft margin of the
Land. Itmakes, with the Ifthmus, two large Bays; one
on its North fide, and the other on its South. Thefe
Baysare, in patt, defended from the Ocean, each by along
Rigge, refembling a Mole, ftretching dire&ly out,on both
ﬁdes,efxém the head of the Ifland ; but thefe ridges, whe-
ther they were Walls or Rocks, whether the work of -
Art or Nature, I was too far diftant to difcern.

Coming out of thefe ruins, we faw the foundation of

a very ftrong Wall, running crofs the Neck of Land, and
ferving as a Barrier, to fecure the City on thisfide. From
this place, we were one third of an hour in paffing the
fandy Ifthmus, before we came to the ground, which we
apprehended to be the natural fhore. From hence paffing
over part of a very fertile Plain, which extends it felf to
a-vaft compafs before Tyre, we arrived in three quarters
of an hour 4t Rofelsyn. Our whole Stage from Siden
- hither was about eight hours,

Sunday, Mar. 21.

Rofelayn is a place where are the Cifterns called Solo-
mon’s, fuppofed, according to the common tradition here-
abouts, to have beéen made by that great King, asa partof
his recompence to King Hiram, for the fupplies of ma-
terials, fent by him toward the building of the Temple.

They
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They are doubtlefs very ancient, but yet of a much later
date, than what this tradition afcribes to them. That they

could not be built till fince Alexander’s time, may be con- .

je@ur’d from this, amongft other arguments; becaufe the
-Aquedu&, which conveys the Water from hence to Tyre,

is carried over the Neck of Land, by which Alexander in -

his famous Siege of this place joyn'd the City to the Con-
tinent. And as the Cifterns cannot well be imagind to
be ancienter than the Aquedd&; {o one may be Yure the
Atzuedu& cannot be older than the ground itftands upon.
Of thefe Cifterns there are three entire at this day, one
about a furlong and a half diftant from the Sea, the other
two a little farther up. o -

The former is of an O&ogonal figure, twenty two yards |

in diameter. Itis elevated above the ground nine yards
~on the South fide, and fix on the North; and within, is

{aid to be of an unfathomable deepnefs, but ten yards of -

line confuted that opinion. Its Wall is of no better ama-
terial than Gravel and {mall Pebles ; but confolidared with
fo ftrong and tenacious a cement, that it {eems to be all
one entire veflel of Rock. Upon the brink of it you
have a walk round, eight foot broad. From which, de-
fcending by one ftep on the South fide, and by two on the
North, you have another walk twenty one foot broad.
All this Stru&ure, tho’ fo broad at top, is yet made hol-
low, fo that the Water comes in underneath the walks;
infomuch that I could not with a long rod reach the ex-
tremity of the cavity. The whole Veflel contains a vaft
Body of excellent Water ; and is fo well fupply’d from its
Fountain, that tho’ there iffues from it a ftream like a
Brook, driving four Mills between this place and the Sea,
yet it is always brim full. On the Eaft fide of this Ciftern
‘was the ancient outlet of theWater, by an Aquedu& raifed
about fix yards from the ground, and containing a Chan-
nel one yard wide. Baut this is now ftopp’d up, and dry;
the Turzs having broke an outlet on the other fide, de-
riving thence a ftream for grinding their Corn.
TheAquedu& (nowdry) s carried Eaftward about one
, G 2 hundred

*
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hundred and twenty paces, and then approaches the two
other Cifterns, of which one is twelve, the other twent
yards fquare. Thefe haveeach a little Channel, by whic

‘they anciently render’d their Waters into the Aquedu;
and fo the united ftreams of all the three Cifterns were
carried together toTyre. You may traceout the Aquedu&
all along,by the remaining fragments of it. It goes about
one hour Northward, and then turning to the Weft, at a
{mall Mount where anciently ftood a Fort, but now a
Mofque, it proceeds over the Ifthmus into the City. As
we pafs'd by the Aquedu&, we obferv’d in feveral places
on its fides, and under its Arches, rugged heaps of matter
refembling Rocks. Thefe were produced by the leakage
of the Water, which petrify'd as itdiftill'd from above; and
by the continual adherence of ncw matter, weregrownto
a large bulk. That which was moft remarkable in them,
was the frame and configuration of their parts. They
were compos’d of innumerable tubes of Stone, of different
fizes, cleaving to one another like Icicles. Each tube had
a {mall cavity in its Center, from which its parts were
proje&ed in form of rays, to the circumference, after the
manner of the Stones vulgarly call’d Thunder-ftones.

The Fountain of thefe Waters is as unknown as the
Contriver of them. It is certain from their rifing {o high, -
they muft be brought from fome part of the Mountains,
which are about a league diftant; and ’tis as certain that
the work was well done at firft, feeing it. performs its
office {o well, at fo great a diftance of time.

Leaving this pleafant Quarter, we came in an hour
and half to the white Promontory ; fo call'd from the
afpe& it yields toward the Sea. Over this you pafs by a
way of about two yards broad,_ cut along its fide; from
which the profpe& down is very dreadful, by reafon of
theextream depthand fteepnefs of the Mountain,and the
raging of the waves at bottom. This way is about one
third of an hour over, and is {aid to have been the work
of Alexander the Great. About one third of an hour far-
ther, you pafs by an heap of rubbifh clofe by the Seabﬁde,

. . ¥ . . eil’]g
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being the ruins of the Caftle Scandaltwm ; taking its Name

.from its Founder, the {fame Alexander, whom the Turks
call Scander. The ruin is one hundred and twenty paces
{quare, having adry ditch encompaffing it; and from un-
der it, on the fide next the Sea, there iflues out a Foun- »
tain of very fair Water. In an hour from hence youcome
to the fixth Caphar, called Nachers. And in another
hour to the Plain of Acra, over a very deep and rugged
Mountain, fuppofed to be part of Mount-Saron. All the
way from the white Promontory to this Plain is exceed-
ing rocky ; but here the pleafantnefs of the Road makes
you amends for the former labour.

The Plain of Acraextends it {elf inlength from Mount-
Saron as far as Carmel, which is at leaft fix good hours;
and in breadth, between the Sea and the Mountains, it is
in moft places two hours over. It enjoys good ftreams of
Water at convenient diftances, and every thing clfe, that
might render it both pleafant and fruitful. But this de-
licious Plain is now almoft defolate; being {uffer’d, for
want of culture, to run up to rank weeds, which were, at
the time when we pafsd it, as high as our Horfes backs.

Having Travelled about one hour in the Plain of Acra,
we pafled by an old Town call’d Zib, fituate on an afcent
clofeby the Seafide. This may probably be the old Achzib,
mention’d Fo/b.19.29. and Fud.1,31. called afterwards
Ecdippa: For St ferome places Achzib nine Miles diftant
from Ptolemais toward Tyre, to which account we found
the fituation of Zib exa&ly agreeing. This is one of the
places, out of which the A/burites could not expel the Ca-
naanitifb Natives. Two hours farther we came to a Foun-
tain of avery good Water,call’'d by the French Merchants
at Acra, the Fountain of the Bleffed Virgin. In one hour
more, we arriv’d at Acra. Our whole Stage from Rofe-
layn hither was about eight hours and a half.

Acra had anciently the Name of 4icho, and is another
of the places, out of which the Children of Ifrael could
not drive the primitive Inhabitants, Fudg.1.31. Being in
after times enliarged by Prolemy the firft, it was calle h}:y

im



54 A Journey from Aleppo to Ferufalem.

him, from hisown Name Ptolemais. But now fince it hath

been in the pofleflion of the Turks, it has (according to

the example of many other Cities in Turky) cait off its

Greek, and *recover’d fome femblance of its old Hebrew
» Name again ; being called Acca, or Aera.

This City was for a long time the Theatre of Conten-
tion between the Chriftians and Infidels; till at laft, after
having divers times changed its Mafters, it was by a long
Siege finally taken by the Turks, and ruin’d by them in -
fuch a manner, as if they had thought, they could never
take a full revenge upon it for the blood it had coft them,
or fufficiently prevent fuch flaughters for the future. As
to its fituation, it enjoys all poffible advantages both of
Sea and Land. On its North and Eaft fides it is com-
pafs'd with a fpatious and fertile Plain ; on the Weft it is
wafhed by the Mediterranean Sea, and on the South by a
large Bay, extending from the City as far as Mount Carmel.

But notwithftanding all thefe advantages, it has never
been able to recover it {elf, fince its laft fatal overthrow.
Forbefides a large Kane in which the French Fa&ors have
taken up their Quarters,” and a Mofque, and a few poor
Cottages, you {ee nothing herebuta vaftand fpatiousruin.
It is fuch a ruin however, as fufficiently demonftrates the
ftrength of the Place in former times. It appears to have
been encompafs’d, on the Land fide, by a double Wall de-
fended with Towers at fmall diftances: And without the
Wall are Ditches, Ramparts, and a kind of Baftions faced
with hewn ftone. In the Fields without thefe works, we
{aw fcatter'd up and down upon the ground feveral large
balls of Stone, of at leaft thirteen or fourteen inches dia-
meter ; which were part of the Amunition ufed in Batter-
ing the City, Guns being then unknown. Within the
Walls there ftill appear chctal ruins which feem to di-
ftinguifh themf{elves from the general heaps,by fome marks
of agreater ftrength and magnificence. As firft,thofe of the

* Ammian, Marcell. fays the Greek and Roman Names of places never took
amongft the Natives of this Counttg': which is the reafon that moft places
recain their firft Oriental Names at this day, Lib. 14. Hiff. nan lenge ab initio.

; Cathe-
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Cathedral Church dedicated to St Andrew, which ftands
not far from the Sea fide, more high and confpicuous than
the other ruins. Secondly, the Church of St Fobn the tu-
telar Saint of this City. ~Thirdly, the Convent of the
Knights Hofpitallers ; a place whole remaining Walls fuf-
ficiently teftify its ancient ftrength. And not far from
the Convent, the Palace of the grand Mafter of that Or-
der. The Magnificence of which, may be guefs’d from a
large Stair-cafe, and part of a Church ftill remaining init.
Fourthly,fome remainsofalargeChurch formerly belong-
ing roa Nunnery, of which theytell this memoraﬁle ftory.
The Turks having prefs'd this City with a long and fz-
rious Siege, at laft enter'd it by Storm, M4y 19. 1291. In
which great extremi?', the Abbefs of the Nunnery, fear-
ing left the, and thofe under her care, might be forced
to fubmit to fuch Beftialities, as are ufual in cafes of that
deplorable Nature, ufed this cruel but generous means for
fecuring both her felf and them. She fummon’d all her
flock together, and exhorted them to cutand mangle their
faces, as the only way to preferve their Virgin purity:
And to thew how much fhe was in earneft, fhe immediate-
ly began before them all, to make her felf an Example
of her own Counfel. The Nuns were {o animated by this
heroical refolution, and pattern of the Abbefs, that they
began inftantly to follow her Example, cutting off their
Nofes,and disfiguring theirfaces,with fuch terrible gafhes, -
as might excite horrour rather than luftful defires in the
Beholders. The confequence of which was, that the Soul-
diers breaking into the Nunnery, and feeing, inftead of
thofe beautiful Ladies they expe&ed, fuch tragical fpe-
@acles, took a revenge fortheirdifappointed lufts by put-
ting them all to the Sword. Thus reftoring them, as in
Charity we may fuppofe, toa new and inviolable beauty.
But to go on; Many other ruins here are of Churches, Pa~
laces, Monafteries, Forts, ¢. extending for more than
half a Mile in length; in all which you may difcern marks
of {fo much ftrength, as if every Building in the City
‘had been contriv'd for War and Defence. Bt
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But that which pleafed us molt at Acrs, was to find the
French Conful Monfieur !’ Empereur there; who had
been fo generous, as to make a Halt of two days, in ex-
pe@ation of our arrival. But he had ftaid to the utmoft
extent of his time, and therefore refolv’d to fet forward
again the next Morning. Our greateft difficulty was to
determine which Road to take, whether that upon the
Coaft by Cefsres and Zap[u; or that by Nezareth, or a
middle way between both the other, over the Plain of
Efdraelon. -~ -

. The caufe of this uncertainty was, the Embroylments
and Fa&ions that were then amongft the Arabs; which
made usdefirous to keep as far as poffible out of their way.
*Tis the policy of the Turks, always to fow divifions
amongfl thefe wild People, by fetting up feveral heads
over their Tribes, often depofing the old, and placing new
ones in their ftead: By which Art they create contrary
Intereftsand Parties amongft them, preventing them from
ever uniting under any one Prince; which if they fhould
have the fence to do, (being {o numerous and almoft the
fole Inhabitants thereabouts ) they might fhake off the
Turkifh yoak, and make themfelves fupream Lords of
the Country. ‘

But however ufeful thefe difcords may be to the Turks
in this refpe@, yet a ftranger is fure to fuffer by them;
being made a prey to each Party, according as he happens
to come in tEeir way: Avoiding which abufes, we re-
folv'd to take the middle way, as the moft fecure at this.

time. ,
Monday, Mar. 22.

According to which purpofe, we fet out early the next
. Morning from A¢ra, having with us a band of Turkifh
Souldiers for our fecurer Convoy. Our Road lay, forabout
half an hour, along by the fide of the Bay of 4¢rs; and
then, arriving at the Zottomof the Bay, we turn’d South-
ward. Here we pafs’d a fmall River which we took to
_ be Belus, famous for its Sand, which is {aid to be anuex-
cellent
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cellent material for making Glafs ; as alfo to have mini-
fter’d the firft occafion and hint of that invention.

Here we began to decline from the Sea-Coaft, upon
which we had Travelled fo many days before, and to draw
off more Eafterly, croffing obliquely over the Plain; and
in twogood hourswe arriv'd at its farther fide, where it is
bounded by Mount Carmel. Here you find a narrow Val-
ley letting you out of the Plajn of A¢ra into that of Ef~
draelan. Hereabouts is the end of the Tribe of 4/ber, and
the beginning of that of Zabulan ; the bogders of thefetwo
Tribes being thus defcribd, f?g[b,l 9.26., "

Pafling thro’ the narrow Valley which makes a commu-
nication between the two Plaips, we arriv'd in two hours
at that Ancient River, the River Kifben; which cuts his
way down the middle of the Plain of Efdraelon, and then
continuing his Courfe clofe by the fide of Mount Carmel,
falls jnto the Sea, at a place called Caypha. In the condi-
tion we faw it, its Waters were low and inconfiderable :
But in pafling _alox(!(g the ide of the Plain, we difcern’d the
tracks of many lefler Torrents, falling down into it from
the Mountgins ; which muft needs make it {well exceed-
ingly upon fuddain Rains, as doubtlefs it atually did at
the deftru&ion of Sifers’s Hoft, fydg.5.21. Inthree hours
and a half from Kifbon we came to a {mall Brook, near
which was an old Village and- & good Kane call’d Legune :
Not far from which we took np our Quarters this Night.
From this place we had a ‘!t_arge profpect of the Plain of
Efdraclon, which is of a yaft extent, and very fertile, but
unculzivated; only ferving the Arabs for pafturage. At
about {ix or {eyen hours diftance Eaftward ftood within
view Nuzareth, and the two Mounts Z4bor and Hermon.
We were {ufficiently inftru@ed by experience, what the
boly Pfalmift means by the Dew of Hermon, our Tents be-
ing as wet with it, as if it had rain’d all Night. At about
a Mile’s diftance from us was encamp’d Chibly, Emir of the
Arabs, with his People and Cattle; and below upon the
Brook Kifbon, lay encamped another Clan of the Arabs,
being the adverfe Party to Chibly. We had mnch gh{g le{:s

H atif-
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fatisfa&tion in this Xlac'c, for being feated in the midft,be-
tween two fuch bad Neighbours. Our Stage this day was

_in all eight hours; our courfe South Eaft by South, or

“thereabout. S

Tuefday, Mar. 23.

Leaving this Lodging we arriv'd in one third of an
hour at the Emir’s Tents, whocame out in Perfon to take
his Daties of us. We paid him *two Caphars, viz. one of
Lagune, and another of Fencen, and befides the Caphars,
whatever elfe he was pleas’d to demand. He eaﬁ:rf us in
a very courteous manner of fome of our Coats, which
now (the heat both of the Climate and Seafon encreafing
upon us) began to grow not only fuperfluous, but bur-
denfom.

Getting quit of Chibly we turn'd out of the Plain of E/-
draelon,and enter'd into the Precin@s ofthe half Tribe of
Manaffes. From hence our Road lay forabout four hours
thro’ narrow Valleys, pleafantly wooded on both fides.
After which, croffing another {mall fruitful Plain, we
came in half an hour to Caphar Arab, where we Lodged.
Our whole Stage exceeded not five hours ; our Courfe

:being near as the day before.

Wednefiay, Mar. 24.

Having paid our Caphar, we fetout very early the next
Morning; and leaving firft Arab, and then Rams (two
Mountain-Villages) on the Right hand,we arrivedin one
hour at a fair Fountain call'd Selee, taking its Name
from an adjacent Village. In one hour more we came to
Sebafla. Here you leave the borders of the half Tribe of
Manaffes, and enter into thofe of the Tribe of Ephraim.s

Sebafla is the Ancient Samaria, the Imperial City of
the ten Tribes after their revolt from the Houfe of David.
It loft its former Name in the time of Herod the great,
who rais’d it from a ruin’d to a moft Magnificent fate,
and called it, in honour of Augufius Cefar, Scbafia. It is

® For both Caphars, cight per Frank, and three per Servant.
: fituate
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fitudte upon a long Mount of an oval figure, having firft
a fruitful Valley, and then a ring of Hills running round
about it. This great City is now wholly converted into
Gardens; and all the tokens that remain, to teftify that
there has ever been fuch a place, are only, on the North
fide, a large {quare Piazza, encompafs’d with Pillars, and
on the Eaft fome poor remains of a great Church, faid to
have been built by the Emprefs Helena, over the place
where St Fobn Baptift was both imprifon’d and beheaded. -
In the Body of the Church you go down a Stair-cafe, into
the very Dungeon, where that holy Blood was thed. The
Turks (of whom here are a few goor Families) hold this
Prifon in great Veneration, and over it have ere®ed a
{mall Mofque ; but for a little piece of Money they fuffer
you to go in and fatisfy your curiofity at p{cafure.

Leaving Sebaffa we pais'd in half an hour by Sherack,
and in another half hour by Barfebs, two Villages on the
right hand ; and then entring into a narrow Valley, lying
Eaft and Weft, and water'd with a fine Rivulet, we ar-
rived in one hour at Naplofa.

Naplofa is the Ancient Sychem, or Sychar, as it is term’d
in the New Teftament. It ftands in a narrow Valley be-
tween Mount Gerizim on the South, and Ebal on the
North ; being built at the foot of the former: For {o the
fituation both of the City and Mountains is laid down by

ofephus, Antiq. Fud. Lib. 5. Cap. 9. Gerizim ( {ays he
Zaﬁgzth over g‘ chm; and Lib. 4. Cap. uls. Mgfe:ycom}
manded to creé an Altar toward the Eaft, not far from
Sychem, between Mount Gerizim on the right hand, (that
is to one looking Eaftward, on the South) and Hebal on
theleft(thatis onthe North:) Which {o plainly affigns the
Eoﬁtion of thefe two Mountains,that it may be wonder’d,

ow Geographers fhould come to differ fo muchaboutit;
or for what reafon Adrichomius fhould place them both
on the fame fide of the Valley of Sychem. From Mount
Gerizim it was, that God commanded the Bleflings to be.
pronounced upon the Children of Ifrael, and from Mount
Etal the Curles, Deut, 11. 29. Upon the former, the
: H2 Sama-
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Samaritans, whofe chief refidence is here at Sjchém, have
a {mall Temple or place of Worfhip, to which they are
ftill wont to repair at certain feafons, for performance of
the Ritesof their Religion. What thefe Rites are I could.
not certainly learn: But that their Religion confifts in
the adoration of a Calf, as the gcws give out, feems to
have more of fpité than of truth in it,

Upon one of thefe Mountains alfo it was that God
commanded the Children of Ifrael to fet up great Stones,
platter’d over and infcrib’d with the Body of their Law ;
and to ere& an Altar and to offer Sacrifices, feafting, and
rejoycing before the Lord, Deut. 27. 4. But now whether
Gerizim or Ebal was the place appointed for this Solem-
nity, there is fome caufe to doubr. The Hebrew Penta-
teuch, and ours from it, affigns Mount Ebal for the ufe ;
but the Samaritan afferts it to be Gerizim. .

Our Company halting a little while at Niplofs, 1 had
an opportunity to go and vifit the Chicf Prieft of the Sa=
maritans, in order to difcourfe with him, abont this and
{fome other difficulties occuring in the Pentateuch; which
were recommended to me to be enquit'd abouit, By the
Learned: Monfieur $ob Ludolphis, Author of the &thio-
pick Hiftory, when I vifited him at Frinckford; in my
paflage thro’ Germany. : '
~ Asfor the difference between the Hebrew and Samati-
tan Copy, Deut.27.4. before cited ; the Prieft pretended
the {EWS had malicioufly alterd theit Text, out of vdims
to the Samaritans; putting, for Gerizim, Eba¥, ipon né
other account, but only becanfe the Samaritais Wo'rﬂafip-
ped in the former Mountain, which they would have; for
that reafon, not to be the true place appointed by Ged
for his Worfhip and Sacrifice. To confirm this; he plead:
ed that Ebal was the Mountain of Curfing, Dest. 11. 29.
and in its own nature ‘an unpleafant place: but on the
contrary Getizim was the Mountain of Blefling by God’s
own appointment, and al{o in its felf fertile and delight-
ful ; from whence heinferr'd a probability that this latres
muft have been the true Mountain, appointed for thrﬁ'e

' . reli-
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teligious feftivals, Dear. 27. 4. and not (as the Jews have
cortuptly written it) Hebal. We obfetv’d that to be,
in fomeé meafure true which he pleaded concerning the
natare of both Mountains: For tho’neither of the Moun-
" tains has much to boaft of as te their pleafantnefs ; yet as
one paffes between them, Gerizim fkems to difcover a
forhewhat more verdant fruitful afpe& than Ebal. The
reafon of which may be, becaufe frofiting towards the
North, it is fhelter'd from the heat of the Sun by its own
fhade: Whereas Ebal looking Southward, and receiving
the Sun that comes directly upon it, muft by confequence
be rendet’d more {corched and unfruitful. ‘The Samaritan
Prielt could net fay that any of thofe great Stones, which
God directed Fofbua to fet up, were now to be feen in
Mowsit Gerizim; which, were they now extant, would
detérmine the queftioh cléatly on his-fide.

1 enqitic’d of him nextwhat fort of Ahimal he thought
thofe Selave might be, which the Children of Ifrael were
1o long fed with in the Wildetnefs, Num. 11, He anfwer’d,
they were a fort of Fowls; and by the defcription, which
he gave of thein, I petceiv’d he meant the fame kind with
our Qaails. I asked him what he thought of Locufts, and
whether the Hiftory might not be better accounted for,
fuppofing them to Be the winged Creatures that fell fo
thick about the Camp of Ifrael? Batby his anfwer, it ap-
{;eat’d, he had never heard of any fuch Hypothefis. Then

deftanded of him, what fort of Plant or Fruit the Da-
diim or {as we Tranflate it) Mandrakes were, which
Leab ave to Rackel, for the purchafe of her Husband’s
embraces? He faid they were Plantsofa large leaf, bearing
a certain fort of Fruit, in hape refembling dn Apple grow-
ing ripe in Harveft, but of an ill favour, and not whol-
fome. But the virtne of them was to help Conception,
being laid under the Genial Bed. That the Women were
often wont fo to apply it, at this day, out of an opinion
of its prolifick virtue. Of thefe Plants I faw feveral af-
terwards in the way to Fersfalem; and if they were fo
common in Mefopotamia, as we {faw them hereabout, on{c;

“ ‘mu
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muft cither conclude that thefe could not be the true
Mandrakes ( Dudaim, ) or elfe it would puzzle a good
Critick to give a reafon, why Rachel thould purchafe
fuch vulgar things at fo belov'd and contefted a price.

This Prieft fhew’d me a Copy of the Samaritan Penta-
teuch, but would not be pcrfwaded to part with it upon
any confideration. He had likewife the firft Vol. of the
Englith Polyglot, which he feem'd to efteem equally wich
his own Manufcript.

Naplofs is at ircfent in a very mean condition, in
comparifon of what it is reprefented to have been an-
ciently. It confifts chiefly of two Streets lying parallel,
under Mount Gerizim; but it is full of People, and the
Seat of a Baffa. , .

Having paid our Caphar here, we fet forward again in
the Evening, and proceeding in the fame narrow Valley,
between Gerizim and Ebal (not above a furlong broag)
we faw on our right hand juft without the City, a {mall
Mofque, faid to have been built over the Sepulcher
purclafed by Facob of Emmer the Father of Shechem,
Gen. 33.19. It goes bz the Name of Fofeph’s Sepulcher,
his Bones having been here interr’d after their Tranfpor-
tation out of Egypt,{o[b. 24. 32. , :

Atabout one third of an hour from Naplefz, we came -
to Facob’s Well ; famous not only upon account of its Au-
thor, but much more for that memorable Conference,
which our Blefled Saviour here had with the Woman of
Samaria, Fohn 4. If it fhould be queftion’d whether this
be the very Well thatit is pretended for, or no; feeing it
may be fufpeéted to ﬁancf too remote from Sychar, for
Women to come fo far todraw Water? itisanfwer’d,that -
probably the City extended farther this way in former
times than it does now; as may be conje&ur’d from fome

ieces of a very thick Wall, ftill to be feen not far from
ence. Over the Well there ftood formerly a large
Church, ere&ed by that great and devout Patronefs of
the Holy-Land, the Empres Helena. But of this the -
voracity of time, affifted by the hands of the Turks, fmfs
efc
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left nothing but a few Foundations remaining. The Well
is cover'd at prefent with an old ftone Vault, into which
you are let gown thro’a very ftrait hole; and then re-
moving a broad flat ftone, you difcover the Month of the
Well it felf. It is dug in a firm Rock, and contains.about
thiree yards in diameter, and thirty five in depth; five of
which, we found full of Water. This confutes a Story,
commonly told to Travellers, who do not take the pains
to examine the Well, piz. that it is dry all the Year round,
exc;pt on the Anniverfary of that day on which our
Blefied Savioar fat upon it; but then bubbles up with
abundance of Water.

At this Well the narrow Valley of Sychem ends; open-
ing it felf into a wide Field, which is probably part of
that parcel of ground, given by Facob to his Son Fofeph,
Jobn 4. 5. It is water'd with a frefh Stream, rifing be-
tween it and Sychem; which makes it fo exceeding ver-
dant and fruitful, that it may well be looked upon as a
ftanding token of the tender affeion of that good Pa-
triarch to the beft of Sons, Gen. 48.22. °

From Fucob’s Well our Road went Southward, along
avery fpatious and fertile Valley. Having pafs'd by two
Villages on the right hand, one called Howar, the other
Sawee ; we arrived in four hours at Kane Leban, and
Lodged there.  Our whole Stage to day was about eight
hours; our Courfe variable between Eaft and South.

Kane Leban ftands on the Eaft fide of a delicious Vale,
having a Village of the fame Name ftanding oppofite to ic
on the other fide of the Vale. One of thefe pﬁccs, either
the Kane or the Village, is fuppofed to have been the Le-

bonab mention'd Fudg. 11. 19, To which both the Name
and Situation feem to agree.

Thurflay, Mar. 25,

From Kane Leban our Road lay thro’a more Moun-
tainous and Rocky Country; of which we had a Speci-
men as foon as we were mounted the next Morning, our
firft task being to climb avery craggy and difficulc Moun-

: tain,
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tain. In three quarters of an hour we left, at fome di-
flance on the right hand, a Village called Cings; and in
one¢ hour more, we enter'd into a very narrow Valley,
between two high Rocky Hills, at the farther end of
which we found the ruins of 3 Villgge, and of 2 Mona-
fery. Ia this very place, or hereabouts, Facob’s Bethel is
fuppofed to have been ; where he had his ftony Couch
made eafy by that beautifying vifion of God, and of the
Angels afcending, and defcending, on a ladder reach-
ing from Earth to Heaven, Gen. 28. Near this place are
the lixgits {eparating between Ephraim and Benjamin ,

ofb. 18.13.

ngrom hsence we pafs'd thro’ large Olive-yards; and
having left, firlt Geeb and then Selwid (two Arab Vil
lages) on the right hand, we came in an hour and a half
to an old way cut with great labour over a Rocky Preci-
pice, and in one hour more we arrived at Beer. ‘This is
the place to which Fonathan fled from the revenge of his
Brother Abimelech, fudg. 9. 21. It is fuppos’d alfo to be
the {ame with Michmas, 1 Sam. 14.

Beer enjoys a very pleafant fitgation, on an ealy decli-
vity fronting Southward. At the bottom of the Hill, it
has a plentiful Fountain of excellent Water, from which
it has its Name. At its upper fide are remains.of an old
Church built by the Emprefs Helesa, in memory of the
Blefled Virgin, who when the was in queft of the Child
Fefus, as it is related, Luke 2. 24. came (as traditionadds)
to this City ; and not finding Him whom her Soul loved
in the Company, fhe fat down weary and penfive at fo
fad-a difappointment, in the very place where the Church -
now ftands. But afterwards returning to Ferufelem, (he
had her maternal fears turned into joy, when fbe found
Him fitting in the Temple amongft the Dolbors, both hearing
them, and asking them queflions. '

All along this day’s Travel from Kane Leban to Berr,
- and alfo as far as we could fee round, the Country difco
ver'd a quite different face from what it had before ; pre-
feating nothing to the view in moft places, but I{mkid

ocks,
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Rocks, Mountains and Precipices. At fight of which,
Pilgrims are apt to be much aftonifh’d and baulk’d in
their expe@ations; finding that Country in fuch an in-
hofpitable condition, concerning whofe pleafantnefs and
plenty they had before form’d in their Minds fuch high
Idea’s from the defcription given of it, in the Word of
God: Infomuch that it almoft ftartles their Faith, when
they refle&, how it could be poffible, for a Land like
this, to fupply food for fo prodigious a number of Inha-
bitants, as are faid to have been poll'd in the twelve
Tribes at one time; the fum given in by o4b, 2 Sam.24.
amounting to no lefs than thirteen hundred thoufand
fighting Men, befidesWomen and Children. But it is
certain that any Man, who is not a little biafs'd to In-
fidelity before, may fee, as he pafles along, arguments
'enougl to fupport his Faith againft fuch fcruples.

For it is obvious for any one to obferve, that thefe
Rocks, and Hills muft have been anciently cover’d with
Earth,and cultivated,and made to contribute to the main-
tenance of the Inhabitants, no lefs than if the Countr
had been all plain: Nay perhaps much more; forafmucg
as fuch a Mountainous and uneven furface affords a larger
fpace of ground for cultivation, than this Country would
amount to, if it were all reduced to a perfet level.

Forthe husbanding of thefe Mountains, their manner
was to gather up the Stones, and place them in feveral
lines, along the fides of the Hills, in form of a Wall. By
fuch borders, they {upported the mould from tumbling,
or being wathed down; and form’d many beds of excel-
lent foil, rifing gradually one above another, from the
bottom to the top of the Mountains. '

Of this form of culture you fee evident footfteps,where-
ever you go in all the Mountains of Palefline. Thus the
very Rocks were made fruitful. And perhaps there is no
{pot of ground in this whole Land, that was not former-
ly improv'd, to_the produ&ion of fomething or other,
miniftring to the fuftenance of human life. For, than the
‘plain Countries, nothing can be morelfrnitful, whe.tlfx_er

' or
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for the producion of Corn or Cattle, and confequentl
of Milk. The Hills, tho’ improper for all Cattle, except
Goats, yet being difpofed into fuch beds as are afore de-
fcrib'd, ferv'd very well to bear Corn, Melons, Goards,
Cucumbers, and fuch like Garden ftuff, which makes the
incipal food of thefe Countries for feveral Months in the
ear. The moft Rocky parts of all, which could not
well be' adjufted in that manner for the produ&ion of
Corn, might yet ferve for the Plantation of Vines. and
Olive Trees; which delight to extra&,the one it’s fatnefs,
the other it’s {prightly juice, chiefly out of fuch dry and
flinty places. And the great Plain joyning to the dead
Sea, which, by reafon of its faltnefs, might be thought
unferviceable both for Cattle, Corn, Olives and Vines,
had yet its proper ufefulnefs, for the nourifhment of Bees,
and for the Fabrick of Honey ; of which Fofephus gives us
his Teftimony, De Bell.Fud. Lib.5.Cap.4. And 1 have rea-
fon to believe it, becaule when I was there, I perceiv'd in
many places a fmell of Honey and Wax, as ftrong asif one
had been inan Apiary. Why then might not this Coun-
try very well maintain the vaft number of its Inhabitants,
being in every part fo produ&ive of either Milk, Corn,
Wine, Oyl, or Honey, which are the principal food of
thefe Eaftern Nations ? The conftitution of their Bodies,
and the nature of their Clime, enclining them to a more
abftemious diet than we ufe in England, and other colder
Regions. But I haften to Ferufalem.

Leaving Beer, we proceeded as before, in a rude ftony
Country, which yet yielded us the fight of feveral old
ruin’d Villages. In two hours and one third we came to
the top of a Hill, from whence we had the firft profpe&
of Ferufalem; Rama anciently call’d Gibeah of Saul being
within view on the right hand, and the Plain of Fericho,
and the Mountains of Gilead on the left. In one hour
more we approached the Walls of the ho‘l!y City; but we
could notenterimmediately,itbeing neceflary firft to fend
a Meflenger to acquaint the Governour of our Arrival,
and to defire liberty of Entrance. Without which pre-

’ ceding
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ceding Cegemony, no Frank darescomc within the Walls.
We therefore paffed along by the Weft fide of the City,
and coming to the Corner above Betblehem Gate, made a
ftop ‘there, in order to expe& the return of our Mef-
fenger. We had not waited above half an hour, when he
brought us our permiffion, and we enter’d accordingly at
Bethlehem Garve. It s required of all Franks, unlefs they
bappen to come in with fome publick Minifter, to dif-
mount at the Gate, to deliver their Arms, and enter on
foot: But we coming in company with the French Con-
ful, had the privilege to enter mounted and arm’d. Juft
within the Gate, we turned up a Street on the left hand,
and were condu&ed by the Conful to hisown houfe, with
moft friendly and generous invitations to make that our
home, as long as we thould continue at ferufalem. Having
taken a little refrethment, we went to the Latin Convent,
at which all Frank Pilgrims are wont to be entertained.
The Guardian and Friars received us with many kind
welcomes; and kept us with them at Supper: After which
we returned to the French Conful’s to Bed. And thus
we continued to take our Lodging at the Conful’s, and our
Board with the Friars, during our whole ftay at Ferufalem.,

- Friday, Mar. 26.

- ‘The next day being Good Friday in the Latin Style,
the Conful was pblged to go into the Church of the Se-
pulcher, in ordes to keep his Fealt; whether we accom-
panied him, altho’ our own Eafter was not till a week
after theirs. We.found the Church doors guarded by fc-
veral Famizaries, and other Turkith Officers; who are
placed here to watch, that none eateérin, but fuch as have
fict paid cheir appointed Caphar. This is more or lefs ac-
cording to the CPountry, or the Chara&er of the Perfons
thatenter. FotFranks, it is ordinarily fourteen Dollars
pet head, unlefs they are Ecclefiafticks; for in that cafe
it is bat halffo;;u:ad)l; Cavh T o '
Having once paid this Caphar, you may go in and out
gratis as often as you pleafe £1ring Ithc whc};lc Feall; %ro&
' 2 viacd
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vided you take the ordinary opportunities, in which it is
cuftomary to open the doors: But if you would have
them open’d at any time out of the common courfe, pur-
pofely for your own private occafion, then the firft ex-
pence muft be paid again. b

The Pilgrims being all admitted this day, the Church
doors were lock’d in the evening, and open’d no more till
Eafter day; by which we were kept in a clofe, but very
happy confinement for three days. We {pent our time in
viewing the Ceremonies pra&tis’d by the Latins atthis Fe-
ftival, and in vifiting the feveral holy places; all which
we had opportunity to furvey, with as much freedom and
deliberation as we pleafed. ‘

And now being got under the facred Roof, and having
the advantage of fo much leifure and freedom, I might
expatiate in a large defcription of the feveral holy places,
which this Church (as a Cabinet) contains in it. But this
would be a fuperfluous prolixity, fo many Pilgrims having
difcharg’d this office with fo much exa@nefs already, and
efpecially our Learned fagacious Country-man MrSandys;
wﬁzfe defcriptions and draughts, both of this Church,
and alfo of the other remarkable places in and about Fe-
rufalem, mutt be acknowledged f{o faithful and gerfe&,
that they leave very little to be added by After-Comers,
and nothing tobe corre&ed. I fhall contentmy felfthere-
fore, to relate only what paffed in the Church during
this Feftival, faying no more of the Church it felf, than
juft what is neceffary to make my account intelligible.

The Church of the holy Sepulcher is founded upon
Mount Calvary, which is a fmall Eminency or Hill upon
the greater Mount of Morish. It was anciently appro-
priated tothe execution of Malefaors,and therefore fhut
out of the Walls of the City, as an execrable and polluted
place. But fince it was made the Altar on which was of-
fer'd up the precious, and all-fufficient Sacrifice for the
Sins of the whole World, it has recover’d it felf from
that infamy, and has been always reverenc'd and reforted
to, with fuch devotion by all Chriftians, that it has as-.
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traced the City round about it, and ftands now in the
mid® of Ferufalem, a great part of the Hill of Sien being
thut out of the Walls, to make room for the admiffion
of Calyary.

In order to the fitting of this Hill for the Foundation
of a Church, the firft Founders were obliged to reduce it
to a plain Area; which they did by cutting down feveral
parts of the Rock, and by elevating others. But in this
work, care was taken,that none of thofe parts of the Hill,
which were reckon’d to be more immediately concern’d in
our Bleffed Lord’s Paffion,fhould be alter’d or diminifhed.
Thus that very part of Calvary, where they fay Chrift
was faften’d to, and lifted upon his Crofs, is left entire;
being about ten or twelve yards fquare, and ftanding at
this day {o high above the Common floor of the Church,
that you have 21 fteps or ftairs to go up to its top: And
the holy Sepulcher it felf, which was at firft 2 Cave
hewn into the Rock under ground, having had the Rock
cut away from it all round, is now as it were a Grotto
above ground. -

The Church is lefs than one hundred paces long, and
not more than fixty wide : -and yet is {o contrived, that it
is fuppofed to contain under its Roof twelve or thirteen
San&uaries, or places confecrated to a more than ordi-
nary veneration, by being reputed to have fome particular
a&ions done in them, relating to the Death and Refur-
re&ion of Chrift. As firft, the place where he was de-
rided by the Souldiers: fecondly, where the Souldiersdi-
vided his Garments: thirdly, where he was fhut up, whilit
they dig’d the hole 'to fet the. foot of the Crofs in, and
made all ready for his Crucifixion: fourthly, where he
was mailed to the Crofs : fifthly, where the Crofs was
ere&ed : fixthly, where the Souldier ftood, that pierced
his fide: feventhly, : where his Body was anointed in or-
der to his Burial : eighthly, where his Body was depofited.
in the' Sepulcher: ninthly, where the Angels appear'd to
the Women after hisRefarre&ion: tenthly, where Chrift
Him{elf appear’d to Mary Magdalen,&¢. Theplaces wgc;c

- ~ thefe
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thefe and many other things relating to our Bleffed Lord
are faid to have been done,are all fuppofed to be contain’d
within the narrow precin&s of this Church,and are all di-
ftinguithed and adorned with o many feveral Alrars.
In Galleries round about the Church, and alfo in little
Buildings annext to it on the out fide, are certain apart-
ments for the reception of Fryars and Pilgrims; and in
thefe places almoft every ChriftianNation anciently main-
tain’d a fmall Society of Monks; each Society having its
roper %uarter aflign’d to it, by theappointmeat of the
urks: Such as the Latins, Greeks, Syrians, Armeniass,
Abyfhines,Georgians,Neftorians,Cophtites,Maronites,&¢.
all which had anciently their feveral apartments in the
Church. But thefe have all, except four, forfaken their
Quarters; not being able to fuftain the fevere rents and
extortions, which their Turkifh Landlords impefe upon
them. The Latins, Greeks, Armgnians and Gophtites
keep their footing ftill. But of thefe four, the Cophtites
have now only one poor reprefentative of their Natioa
left : And the Armenians are run fo much in debt,, ghat
*tis fuppofed they are haftniag apace to follow rhe exam-
ples of their Brethren, who have dgferted before them.
Befides their {everal apartments, egch Fraternity have
their Altars and San&uary, properly and diftingly allot-
ted to their own ufe, At which placesthey have a pecu-
liar right to perform their own Diwige. Service, and to
exclude other Nations from them,- . = .
But that which has always been the great prize con-
tended for by the {gveral Se@s, isshe command and ap-
p,xogriatiou of the holy Sepulcher: A privilege coritefted
with fo much uachriftian fury.apd. animofity, efpecially
between the Greeks and Latins, that)in difputing which
Party fhould go inta it to celebrase sheir Mafs, they have
{ometimes proceeded to blows and wounds eyen at the
very door of. the Sepulcher; misgling their ows blood
with their Sacrifices.- An evidenceaf which Fuay the Fas
their Guardian fhewed us in a gredt fcar upen his Armi;
which he told us was the mark ofi4 wdund, ;givai:hi:'i
o y
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by a fturdy Greek Prieft in one of thefe unholy Wars.
Who can expei ever to {ee thefe holy places refcued
from the hands of Infidels? Or if they fhould be reco-
ver'd, what deplorable contefts might be expected to fol-
low about them ? feeing even in their prefent State of
Captivity, they are made the occafion of fuch unchriftian
rage and animofity.

For putting an end to thefe infamous Quarrels, the
French King interpos’d, by a Letter to the Grand Vifier
about twelve years fince; requefting him to order the
holy Sepulcher to be put into the hands of the Latins,
according to the tenour of the Capitulation made in the

ear 167 3. The confequence of which Letter,and of other
inftances made by the French King, was, that the holy Se-
pulcher was appropriated to the Latins: This was not ac-
complifh’d till che year 1690, they alone having the pri-
vilege to fay Mafs in it. And tho’ it be permitted to
Chriftians of all Nations to gointo itfor their privatede-
votions, yet none may folemnize any publick office of
Religion there, but the Latins,

The dayly employment of thefe Reclufes s to trim the
Lamps, and to make devotional vifits and proceffions to
the {everal San&uaries in the Church. Thus they (pend
their time, many of them for four or fix years together:
Nay {o far are fome tranfported with the pleafing contem-
plations in which they here entertain themfelves, that
they will never come out to their dying day, burying
themfelves (as it were) alive in our Lord’s Grave.

The Latins, of whom there are always about ten or
twelve refiding at the Church, with a Prefident over them,
make every day a folemn proceffion, with Tapers and
Crucifixes,and other proceflionary folemnities, to the fe-
veral San&uaries; finging at every one of them a Latin
Hymn relating to the fubje& of each place. Thefe La-
tins being-more polite and exa& in their fun&ions than
the other Monks here refiding, and alfo our converfation
being chiefly with them, I will only defcribe their Cere-
monies, without taking notice of what was done by

others,
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others, which did not fo much come under our obfer-
vation.

Their Ceremony begins on Good Friday night, which
is call'd by them the Nox tenebrofa, and is obferv'd with
fuch an extraordinary folemnity, that I cannot omit to
give a particular defcription of it.

As foon as it grew dusk, all the Fryars and Pilgrims
were conven’d in the Chappel of the Apparition (which
is 2 fmall Oratory on the North fide ofPthe Holy Grave,
adjoyning to the apartments of the Latins ) in order to
go in a proceffion round the Church. But, before they
fet out, one of the Fryars Preached a Sermon in Italian
in that Chappel. He began his difcourfe thus; In quefla
motte temebrofa, Gc. at which words all the Candles were
inftantly put out, to yield a livelier Image of the occa-
fion. And fo we were held by the Preacher, for near half
an hour, very much in the dark. Sermon being ended,
cvery Perfon prefent had a large lighted Taper put into
his hand, asif it wereto make amends for the former dark-
nefs; and the Crucifixes and other Utenfils were difpos’d
in order for beginning the proceflion. Amongft the other
Crucifixes, there was one of a very large fize, which bore
upon it the Image of our Lord, as big as the Life. The
Image was faften’d to it with great nails, Crown’d with
Thorns, befmear’d with Blood ; and fo exquifitely was it
form’d, that it reprefented in a very lively manner the la-
mentable {pe@acle of our Lord’s Body, as it hung upon
the Crofs. This Figure was carried ally along in the head
of the proceffion; after which, the Company follow'd to
* all the San&uaries in the Church, finging their appointed
Hyma at every one. :

The firft place they vifited was that of the Pillar of
Flagellation, alarge piece of which is kept in a littleCell
juft ac the door of the Chappel of the Apparition. There
they {ung their proper Hymn; and another Fryar enter-
tain’d the Company with a Sermon in Spanifh, touching
the fcourging of our Lord.

From
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- From hencethey proceeded in folemn order to the Pri-

fon of Chrift, where they pretend he was fecur’d whilft

the Souldiers made things ready for his Crucifixion ; here

likewife they fung their Hymn, and a third Fryar Preach’d
in French.

From the Prifon they went to the Altar of the divi-
fion of Chrift’s Garments; where they only fung their
Hymn, without adding any Sermon.

Having done here, they advanc’d to the Chappel of the
Derifion ; at which, after their Hymn, they had a fourth
Sermon (as I remember) in French. ‘

- From this place they went up to Calvary, leaving their
Shoes at the bottom of the Stairs. Here are two Alcars to
be vifited : One where our Lord is fuppofed to have been
nail’d to his Crofs; Another where his Crofs was ere&ed.
At the former of thefe they laid down the great Crucifix,
(which I but now defcribed) upon the floor, and a&ed
a kind of a refemblance of Chrift’s being nail'd to the
Crofs ; and after the Hymn, one of the Fryars Preached
another Sermon in Spanifh, upon the Crucifixion.

From hence they removed tothe adjoyning Altar,where
the Crofs is fuppofed to have been erected, bearing the
Image of our Lord’s Body. At this Altar is a hole in the
natural Rock, faid to be the very fame individual one, in
which the foot of our Lord’s Crofs ftood. Here they fet
up their Crofs, with the bloody Crucified Image upon it;
and leaving it in that pofture, they firft fung their Hymn;
and then the Father Guardian, fitting in a Chair before
it, Preached a Paffion-Sermon in Italian.

At about one yard and a half diftance from the hole
in which the foot of the Crofs was fix'd, is feen that me-
morable cleft in the Rock, faid to have been made by the
Earthquake which happen’d at the fuffering of the God
of Nature; When (as St Matthew, Chap. 27. v. §1. wit=
nefleth ) the rocks rent, and the very {mve: “were open’d.
This cleft, as to what now.appears of it, is about a {pan
wideatitsupper part, and two deep ; after whichit clofes:
But it opens again below, (as you may fee in another

K Chappel
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Chappel contiguous to the fide of Calvary;)and runsdown
to an unknown deith in the Earth. That this rent was
made by the Earthquake, that happen’d at our Lord’s
Paflion, there is only tradition to prove: But that it is
a natural and genuine breach, and not counterfeited by
any Art, the fenfe and reafon of every one that fees it
may convince him ; for the fides of it fit like two Tallys
to each other ; and yet it runs in fuch intricate windings
as could not well be counterfeited by Art, norarriv'd at
by any Inftruments.

“The Ceremony of the Paffion being over,and the Guar-
dian’s Sermon ended, two Fryars, perfonating the one Fo-
feph of Arimathea, the other Nicodemus, approach'd the
Crofs, and witha moft folemn eoncern’d air,both of afpe&
and behaviour, drew out the great Nails, and took down
the feigned Body from the Crofs. It was an Effigies fo
contriv'd, that its Limbs were foft and flexible, as if they
had been real Flefh: and nothing could be more furprifing,
than to fee the two pretended Mourners bend down the
Arms,which were before extended,and difpofe themupon
the Trunk, in fuch a manner as is ufual in Corpfes.

- The Body being taken down from the Crofs, was re-
ceiv’d in a fairlarge winding-fheet, and carried down from
Calvary ; the whole Company attending as before, to the
Stone of Un&ion. Thisis taken for the very place where
the pretious Body of our Lord was anointed, and pre-
pair'd for the Burial, Febn 19.39. Here they laid down
their imaginary Corps; and cafting over it feveral fweet
Powders and Spices, wrapt it up in the winding-fheet:
Whilft chis was doing, they fung their proper Hymn, and
afterwards one of the Fryars Preached in Arabick, a Fu-
neral Sermon.

Thefe Obfequies being finithed, they carried off their
fancied Corps, and laid it in the Sepulcher; fhutting up
the door till Eafter morning. And now after {o many Ser-
mons, and o long, not to fay tedious a Ceremony, it may
well be imagin’d that the wearinefs of the Congrega-
tion, as well as the hour of the night, made it needful to
go to reft. Satur-
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Saturday, Mmy 27.

The next morning nothing extraordinary pa(s'd ; which
gave many of the Pilgrims leifure to have their Arms
mark’d with the ufual enfigns of Fersfalem. The Artifts,
who undertake the operation, do it in this manner. They
have ftamps in Wood of any figure that you defire;; which
they firft print off upon your Arm with Powder of Char-
coal: Then taking two very fine Needles ty’'d clofe toge-
ther, and dipping them often, like a Pen, in certain Ink,
compounded as I was inform’d of Gunpowder and Ox-
Gall, they make with them {mall pun&ures all along the
lines of the figure which they have-printed; and then
Wathiog the part in Wine, conclude the work. Thefe
pun&ures they make with great quicknefs and dexterity,
and with fcarce any {mart, feldom piercing fo deep as to
draw Blood. ' '

In the Afternoon of this day, the Congregation was.
affembled in the Area before the Holy Grave ; where
the Fryars fpent fome hours in finging over the La-
mentations of Feremich; which Fun&ion, with the ufual
proceffion to the holy places, was all the Ceremony of

this day.
Sunday, Mar. 28.

On Eafter morning, the Sepulcher was again fet open
very early. The Clouds of the former morning were
clear'd up ; and the Fryars put on a face of joy and fere-
nity, as if it had been'the real junéure of our Lord’s
Refurre&ion. Nor doubtlefs was this joy feigned, what-
ever their mourning might be; this being the day in which
their Lenten difciplines expir'd, and they were come to
a full belly again.

‘The Mafs was celebrated this morning juft before the
Holy Sepulcher, being the moft eminent place in the
Charch ; where the Father Guardisn had a T ere&-
ed, and being array’d in Epifcopal Robes, with a Mitre
o his Head, in the fight of the Turkls(, he gave the Hoft

2 to
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to all that were difpos’d to receive it; not refufing Chil-
dren of fevenor eight years old. This office being ended,
we made our exit out of the Sepulcher, and returning to
the Convent, din’d with the Fryars. :

After dinner, we took an opportunity to go and vifit
fome of the remarkable places without the City Walls;
We began with thofe on the North fide.

The firft place we were conduted to was a large Grot,
a little without Damafcus Gate; faid to have been:fome
time the refidence of Feremiab. On the left fide of it, is
fhewn the Prophet’s Bed, being a fhelve on the Rock,
about eight foot from the ground ; and not far from this,
is the place where they fay he wrote his Lamentations.
This place is at prefenta College of Dervifes, and is held
in great veneration by the Turks and Jews, as well as
Chriftians. :

The next place we came to was thofe famous Grots
call’d the Sepulchers of the Kings; but for what reafon
they go by that Nameis hard to refolve: For it is certain
none of the Kings, either of Ifrael or Judab, were buried
here; the holy Scriptures affigning other places for their
Sepultures ; unlefs it may be thought perhaps that Heze-
kiah was here interr’d, and that thefe were the Sepulchers
of the Sons of David, mention'd 2 Chron. 32.33. Who-
ever was buried here, this is certain, that the place it felf
difcovers {o great an expence both of labour and treafure,
that we may well {uppofe it to have been the work of
Kings. You approach to it at the Eaft fide, thro’an en-
trance cut out ofP the natural Rock, which admits you into
an open Court of about forty paces {quare, cut down into
the Rock, with which it is encompafs'd inftead of Walls.
On the South fide of the Court, is a Portico nine paces
long and four. broad, hewn likewife out of the natural
Rock. This has a kind of Architrave running along its
front, adorn’d with Sculpture of fruits and flowers, ftill
difcernible, but by time much defaced. Attheend of the
Portico on the left hand, you defcend to the paffage into
the Sepulchers. The door is now fo obftructed. with
o - ) Stones
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Stones and rubbifh, thatit is a thing of fome difficulty to
creep thro’it. But within,you arrive in a large fair Room,
about feven or eight yards {quare, cut out of the natural
Rock. Its fides and Ceiling are {o exaétly {quare,and its
Angles {o juft, that no Archite& with Levels and Plum-
mets could build a Room more regular: And the whole is
fo firm and entire,that it may be call’d a Chamber hollow'd
out of one piece of Marble. From this Room, you pafs
into (Ithink)fix more, one within another, all of the fame
Fabrick with the firft. Of thefe, the two innermoft are
deeper than the reft, having a fecond defcent of about
fix or feven fteps into them,

In every one of thefe Rooms except the firft, were Cof-
fins of Stone placed inNichesin the fidesof the Chambers.
They had been at firft cover’d with handfome lids; and
carv'd with Garlands; but now moft of them were broke
to pieces by facrilegious hands. The fides and Ceiling of
the Rooms were always dropping, with the moift damps
condenfingupon them. To remedy which nuifance,and to
prefervethefeChambersofthe dead,polite and clean,there
was in each Room a {mall channel cut in the floor, which
ferv’d todrain the drops that fall conftantly into it.

‘But the moft furpri(?ng» thing belonging to thefe fub-
terraneous Chambers was their doors; of which there is
onlyone that remains hanging,being leftasitwere on pur-
pofe to fpuzzle the beholders. It confifted of a plank of
Stone of about fix inches in thicknefs,
and in its other dimenfions equalling 8
the fize of an ordinary door, or fome-
what lefs. It was carv’'d in fuch a
manner,as to refemble a piece of wain-
{cot: The Stone of which it was made

. was vifibly of the fame kind with the
whole Rock ; and it turn'd upon two
hinges in the nature of Axels, as is 11
reprefented in the marginal figure.
Thefe hinges were of the fame entire A
piece of ftone with the door ; and were

contain'd
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contain'd in two holes of the immoveable Rock, one at
the top, the otherat the bottom. :

From this defcription it is obvious to ftart a queftion,’
how fuch doors as thefe were made ; whether they were
cut out of the Rock, in the fame place and manner as they
now hang;. or whether they were brought, and fix’d in
their ftation like other doors? One of thefe muft be fu
pos’d tohave been done; and which foever part we choofe,
as moft probable, it fecms at firft glance tobe not without
its difficulty. But thus much I have to fay, for the re-
folving of this riddle (which is wont to create no {mall
difpute amongft Pilgrims) viz. That the door which was
left hanging, did not touch its Jintel, by at leaft two
inches; fo that I believe it might eafily have been lifted
up, and unhinged. And the doorswhich had been thrown
down, had their hinges at the upper end, twice aslong as
thofe at the bottom; which feems to intimate pretty plain-
ly, by what method this work was accomp i(hedy.

From thefe Sepulchers, we return’d toward the City
again, and juft by Herod’s Gate were fhewn a Grotto
full of filthy Water and Mire. This paffes for the Dun-
geon in which Feremiab was kept by Zedekiab, till en-
larged by the Charity of Ebed Melech, Jer. 38. At this
place we concluded our vifits for that evening.

Monday, Mar. 29.

The next day being Eafter Monday, the Mofolem or
Governour of the City fet out, according to cuftom, with
feveral Bands of Souldiers to convey she Pilgrims to Fer-
dan. Without this guard, there is no going thither, z
reafon of the Multitude and Infolence of theArabsinth
parts. ‘The fee to the Mofolem for his Company and
Souldiers upon this occafion, is twelve Dollars for each
Frank Pilgrim, but if they be Ecclefiafticks, fix; which
you muft pay, whether you are difpos'd to go the Jour-
ney or ftay in the City. We went out at St Seephen’s
Gate, being in all, of every Nation and Sex, about two
thoufand Pilgtims. Having crofs'd the Valley of Febe-

' © faphas,
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fapbat, and part of Mount Olivet, we came in halfan hour
to Bethany; at prefent only a fmall Village. At the firft
‘entrance into it, is an old ruin, which they call Lazarus’s
Caftle, fuppofed to have been the Manfion Houfe of that
favourite of our Lord. At the bottom of a fmall defcent,
not far from the Caftle, is thewn the Sepulcher out of
which he was rais’d to a fecond Mortality, by that en-
livening voice of Chrift, Lazarus come forth. You de-
fcend into the Sepulcher by twenty five fteep Stairs; at the
bottom of which, you arrive firft in a {mall {quare Room,
and from thence you creep down intoagother lefler Room
about a yard and a half deeper, in which the Body is faid
to have been laid. This place is held in great veneration
by the Turks, who ufe it for an Oratory, and demand of
a{l Chriftians a fmall Caphar for their admiffion into it.

- About a Bow fhot from hence you pafs by the place
which, they fay, was Mary Magdalen’s Habitation ; and
then defcending a fteep Hill, you come to the Fountain
of the Apofiles; fo call'd becaufe, as the tradition goes,
thofe holy Perfons were wont to refreth themfelves here
in their zequent Travels between Z’erufalem and Fericho.
And indeed it is a thing very probable, and no more than
1 believe is done by all that Travel this way; the Foun-
tain being clofe by the Road fide, and very inviting to
the thirfty Paflenger.

From this place you proceed in an intricate way amongft
Hills and Valleys interchangeably ; all of a very barren
afpe& at prefent, but difcovering evident figns of the la-
bour of the Husband-man in ancient times. After fome
hours Travel in this fort of Road, youarrive at the Moun-
tainous Defart into which our Bleffed Saviour was led b
the Spirit, to be tempted by the Devil. . A moft miferable
dry barren place it 1s, confifting of high Rocky Moun-
tains, {o torn and diforder’d, as if the Eartlr had here fuf-
fer’d fome great convulfion, in which itsvery bowels had
been turn'd outward. On the left hand looZing down in
a deep Valley, as we pafled along; we faw fome ruins of
fmall Cells and Cottages ; which they told us were former- -

ly
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ly the Habi:ations of Hermits retiring hither for Penance
and Mortification. And certainly there could not be found
in the wholeEarthamore comfortlefsandabandon’d place,
for that purpofe. From the top of thefe Hills of defolation,
we had however a delightful profpe& of the Mountains
of Arabia, the Dead Seaz and the Blain of Fericho; into
whichlaft place we defcended after about five hoursMarch
from Ferufalem. As foon as we enter'd the Plain, we
turn’d up on the left hand, and going about one hour that
way, came to the foot of the Quarantania ; -which, the
fay, is the Mountain into which the Devil took our Blef{~
fed Saviour, when he tempted him with that vifionary
fcene of all the Kingdoms and Glories of the World. It
is, as St Matthew ftyles it, an exceeding high Mountain,
and in its afcent not only difficult, but dangerous. It has
a{mall Chappelat the top, and another about half way up,
founded upon a Prominent part of the Rock: Near this
latter are {everal Caves and holes in the fide of the Moun-
tain, made ufe of anciently by Hermits, and by fome at
this day, for places to keep their Lent in; in imitation of
that of our Blefled Saviour. In moft of thefe Grots we
found certain Arabs Quarter’d with Fire-Arms, who ob- .
ftruced our afcent, demanding two hundred Dollars for
leave to go up the Mountains. So we departed without
farther trouble, not a little glad to have fo good an ex-
cufe for not climbing fo dangerous a Precipice.
Turning down from hence into the Plain, we pafs'd by
aruin’d Aquedu&, and a Convent in the fame condition:
And in about a miles riding came to the Fountain of Elifb«;
fo called, becaufe miraculoufly purg’d from its brackifh-
nefs by the Prophet, at the requeft of the Men of Fericho,
2Kings 2.19. Its Waters are at prefent receiv’d in a Ba-
fin, about nine or ten paces long, and five or fix broad ;
and from thence iffuing out in good plenty, divide them-
felves into feveral fmall ftreams, difperfing their refrefh-.
ments to all the Field between this and Fericho, and
rendring it exceeding fruitful. Clofe by the Fountain
grows a large Tree {preading into Boughs over the Watefi’
an
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and here in the thade we took a Collation, with the Fa-
ther Guardian, and about thirty or forty Fryars more,
who went this Journey with us. -

At about one third of an hours diftance from hence is
ericho, at prefent only a poor nafty Village of the Arabs.
e were here carried to fee a‘place where Zacchens’s
Houtfe is {aid to have ftood ; which is only an old fquare
Stone Building, on the South fide of Fericho. About two
furlongs from hence, the Mofolem, with his People had
encamp’d ; and not far from them we took up our Quar-
ters this night.

Tuefday, March 30.

The next morning we fet out very early from Fordan,
where we arrived in two hours. We found the Plain very
barren as we pafs along it, producing nothing but a kind
of Samphire, and other fuch marine Plants. I obferv'din’
many places of the Road, where Puddles of Water had-
ftood, a whitenefs upon the furface of theground ; which,
upon tryal, I found to be acruft of Salt caus'd by the Wa--
ter to rife out of the Earth, in the fame manner as it does
every Year in the Valley of Salt near Aleppo, after the
Winter’s Inundation. Thefe Saline efflorefcencies I found
at fome leagues diftance from the Dead Sea ; which demon-
ftrates, that the whole Valley muft be all over plentifully
impregnated with that Mineral. '

Within about a furlong of the River, at that place
where we vifited it, there was an old ruin’d Church and
Convent,dedicated to St Fobn,in memory of the Baptizing
of our Blefled Lord. It is founded as'near as could be
conjeur’d to the very place where he had the honour
to perform that facred office, and to wath Him who was
inlsnitely purer than the Water it felf. On the farther fide
of the foremention’d Convent there runs along a {mall de-
fcent, which you may fitly call the firft and outermoft
bank of Jordan ; as far as which it may be fuppos'd the
River does, or at leaft did anciently overflow, at fome
Scafons of the Year, viz. At the time of H}iveﬁ,?o/b. 3.15.

or
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or as it is exprefs'd, Chron.12.15. in the firft Month, that
is, in March. But at prefent (whether it be becaufe the
River has, by its rapidity of current, worn its Channel
deeper thanit was formerly,or whetherbecaufe its Waters
are diverted fome other way ) it feems to have forgot its
ancient greatnefs: For we could difcern no fign or pro-
bability of fuch overflowings, when we were there;
which was the thirtieth of March, being the proper time
for thefe Inundations. Nay fo far was the River from
overflowing, that it ran at leaft two yards below the
brink of its Channel. T

After having defcended the outermoft bank, you go
about a furlong upon a level ftrand, before you come to
the immediate bank of the River. This fecond bank is
{o befet with Buthes and Trees, fuch as Tamarisk, Wil-
lows, Oleanders, &¢. that you can fee no Water till you
have made yourway thro’them. In this thicket anciently
(and the fame is reported of it at this day) feveral forts
of wild Beafts are wont to harbour themfelves. Whofe
being wafhed out of the Covert by the overflowings of
the River, gave occafion to that allufion, Ferem. 49. 19.

“and so. 44. He: fball come up like 4 lion from the (welling
of Fordan.

. No fooner were we arrived at the River,and difmount-
ed, in order to fatisfy that curiofity and devotion, which
brought us hither, but we were alarm’d by fome Troops
of Arabs appearing on the other fide, and firing at us;

_but at too great a diftance to do any execution. This in-
tervening difturbance hindred the Fryars from perform-
ing their fervice prefcribed for this place; and {feem’d to
put them inatetrible fear of their lives, beyond what ap-
pear’d in thereft of the Company: Tho’ confidering the
fordidnefs of their prefent condition, and the extraordi-
nary rewards, which they boaft to be their due in the
World to come, one would think in reafon, they of all
Men fhould have the leaft caufe to difcover fo great a fear
of Death, and fo much fondnefs of a life like theirs.

But
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But this Alarm was foon over, and every one return’d
to his former purpofe: Some ftripp’d and bath’d themfelves
in the River; others cut down boughs from the Trees;
cvery Man was employ’d one way or other to take a me-
morial of this famous Stream. The Water was very turbid,
and too rapid to be fwam againft. For its breadth, it
might be about twenty yards over; and in depth it far
exceeded my height. On the other fide there feem’d to be
a much larger thicket than on that where we were: But
we durflt not {wim over, to take any certain account of
that Region,for fear of the Arabs; there being three Guns
fired juft over againft us, and (aswe might guefs by their
reports) very near the River. o

Having finithed our defign here, we were fummon’d
to return, by the Mofolem; who carried us back intothe
middle of the Plain, and there fitting under his Tent,
made us pafs before him, Man by Man, to the end he
might take the more exact account of us, and lofe nothing
of his Caphar. We feem’d at this place to be near the
Dead Sea, and fome of us had a great defire to go nearer,
and takea view of thofe prodigious Waters. But thiscould
not be attempted, without the Licence of our Commander
in chief. We therefore fent to requeft his permiffion for
our going, and a guard toattend us; both which he readi-
ly granted, and we immediately profecuted our purpofe.

Coming within about half an hour of the Sea, we fgund
the ground uneven, and varied into hillocks, much re-
fembling thofe places in England where there have been
anciently Lime-kilns. Whether thefe mightbe the Pitsat
which the Kings of Sodom and Gomorrah were overthrown
by the four Kings, Gen. 14. 10. I will not determine.

Coming near the Sea we pafs’d thro’a kind of Coppice,
of Buthes and Reeds; In the midft of which our Guide,
who was an Arab, fhew’d us a Fountain of freth Water,
rifing not above a furlong from the Sea: Frefh Water he
call’d it, but we found it brackifh.

The Dead Sea is enclos’d on the Eaft and Weft with
exceeding high Mountains; on the North it is bounded

L2 with
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with the Plain of Fericho, on which fide alfo it receives
the Waters of Fordan; On the South it is open, and ex-
tends beyond thereachof the Eye. It is faid to be twenty
four leagues long, and fix or feven broad.

On the fhore of the Lake we found a black fort of
Pebbles, which being held in the flame of a Candle foon
burns, and yields a {moak of an intolerable ftench. It
has this property, that it lofes only of its weight, but
not of its bulk by burning. The hills bordering upon
the Lake, are faid to abound with this fort of Sulphureous
Stones. I faw pieces of it, at the Convent of St fobn in
the Wildernefs, two foot {quare. They were carved in
Baflo Relievo, and polifh’d to as great a luftre as black
Marble is capable of, and were defign'd for the ornament
of the new Church at the Convent.

Itis a common tradition, that Birds, attempting to fly
over this Sea, drop down dead into it; and that no Fifh,
nor other fort of Animal can endure thefe deadly Wa-
ters. The former report I faw actually confuted, by feve-
ral Birds flying about and over the Sea, without any vi-
fible harm: The latter alfo I have fome reafon to fufpect
as falfe, having obferv’d amongft the Pebbles on the
fhore, two or three fhells of Fifh refembling Oyfter-fhells.
~Thefe were caft up by the Waves, at two hours diftance
from the Mouth of $ordan: Which I mention, left it
thould be fufpe@ed that they might be brought into the
$ea that way. _

As for the Bitumen, for which the Sea had been fo
famous, there was none at the place where we were. But
it is gather’d near the Mountains on both fides in great
plenty, I had feveral lumps of it brought me to Fernfa-
lem. It exa&ly refembles Pitch, and cannot readily pe
diftinguifh’d from it, but by the Sulphureoufnefs of its
Smeil and Tafte.

. The Water of the Lake was very limpid, and falt to
the higheft degree; and not only falt, but alfo extream
by er and naufeous. Being willing to make an experi-
riient of its frength, I went into it, and found it bore up

my
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my Body in {wimming with an uncommon force. Butas
for that relation of fome Authors, that Men wading into
it were buoyed up to the top, as foon as they go as deep
as the Navel; I found it, upon experiment, not true.

Being defirous to fee the remains (if there were any)
of thofe Cities anciently fituate in this place; and made
{o dreadful an example of the divine vengeance, I dili~
gently furvey’d the Waters, as faras my Eye could reach:
But neither could I difcern any heaps of ruins, nor any
{moak afcending above the furface of thc Water; as is
ufually defcribed in the Writings and Maps of Geogra-
phers. But yet I muft not omit what was contidently at-
tefted to me by the Father Guardian, and Procurator of
Ferufalem; both Men in years, and fecmingly not defti-
tute either of fenfe or probity: viz. that they had once
a&ually feen one of thefe ruins; that it was {o near the
fhore, and the Waters fo fhallow, at that time, that they
together with fome French Men went to it, and found
there feveral Pillars, and other fragments of Buildings.
The caufe of our being depriv’d of this fight was, I fup-
pofe, the height of the Water,

On the Welt fide of the Sea is a f{mall Promontory, near
which, as our Guides told us, ftood the Monument of
Lot’s Metamorphos’d Wife; part of which (if they may be
credited) is vifible at this day. But ncither would the
prefent occafion permitus to go and examine the truth of
this relation ; neither, had the opportunity ferv’d, could
we give faith enough to their report, to induce us to go
on fuch an errand.

As for the Apples of Sudom fo much talk’d of, I nei-
ther faw, nor heard of any hereabouts: Nor was there
any Tree to be feen near the Lake, from which one might
expe& fuch a kind of Frait. *Which induces me to be-
lieve that there may be a greater deceit in this Fruit, than
that which is ufually reported of it; and thac its very
being, as well as its beauty is a fition, only kept up, as
my Lord Aicon obferves many othe- falfe nouions are,

® Tacss., Hifl. Lib. 5. Fofeph, Belh. Fud. Lib. 5 Cap. 5,
bocaufe
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becaufe it {crves for a good allufion, and helps the Poet
to a Similitude.

In our return from the Dead Sea, at about one hours
. diftance from it, we came toan old ruin’d Greek Convent.
There was good part of the Church remaining, with
feveral pieces of painting entire; as the figuresof feveral
Greek Saints, and over the Altar the reprefentation of
our Lord’s laft Supper, with this Text of holy Writ fairly
infcribed, AdCere odpmy, & c. Hereabout, and alfo in many
other places of thePlain, I perceiv’d a ftrong fcent of Ho-
ney and Wax, (the Sun being very hot;) and the Bees
were very induftrious about the blofloms of that falt weed
which the Plain produces. In about one hour and a half
more we returned to our Tents and Company, at the
fame place where we {lept the night before; and there we
{pent this night alfo. »

Amongft the produs of this Elace, I faw a very re-
markable Fruit call'd by the Arabs Za-cho-ne. It grows
upon a thorny Buth, with {imall Leaves; and both in fhape
and colour refembles a {mall unripe Wallnut. The ker-
nels of this Fruit the Arabs bray in a Mortar; and then
putting the pulp into {calding Water, they skim off an
Oyl, which rifes to the top. This Oyl they take inward-
ly for bruifes, and apply it outwardly to green wounds,
preferring it before Balm of Gilead. 1procur'd a Bottle
of it, and have found it, upon fome {mall tryals, a very
healing medicine. The Rofes of Fericho were not to be
found at this {eafon. :

Wednefday, Mar. 31.

This morning we alldecamp’d at halfan hour after two,
and returning the fame wayi which we came, arriv’d
in about {ix hours near the Wal{s of Ferufalem. Our Com-
pany did not think fit to enter the City, refolving to go
immediately for Bethlehem. In order to which, we turn’d
down into the Valley of Fehofaphat ; and fo pafling b
the City, inftantly took the Road to the place intended.

From
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From Ferufalem to Bethlehem, is but two hours Travel.

The Country thro’ which the Road lies, is the Valley of
Rephaim; as may be gather’d from Fof. Ant. Lib. 4. Cap.x10.
A Valley {o famous for being the Theatre of David’s Vi-
Cories againft the Philiflines, 2 Sam. 5. 23. In the Road
you meet with thefe following remarkable places; Firft,
a place faid to be the Houfe of Simeon, that venerable
old Prophet, who taking our Blefled Saviour in his Arms
fung his Nunc dimittis in the Temple. Secondly, the
famous Turpentine Tree, in the fhade of which the Blef-
fed Virgin is faid to have repos’d, when fhe was carry-
ing Chrift in her Arms, to prefent him to the Lord at
Ferufalem. Thirdly, a Convent dedicated ta St Elias,
the imprefs of whofe Body, the Greek Monks refiding
here pretend to fhew in a hard Stone, which was wont
to ferve him for his Bed. Near this Convent alfo is 2
Well, where you are told it was that the Star appear'd to
the Eaftern Magi to their exceeding joy. Fourthly, Ra-
chel’s Tomb; This may probably be the true placeof her
interment, mention’d Gen. 35. 19. But the prefent Se-
pulchral Monument can be none of that which Facob
erected ; for it appears plainly tobe a modern and Turkifh
Structure. Near this Monument s a little piece of ground,
inwhich are pick’d up a little fort of fmall round Stones,
exadtly refembling Peafe: Concerning which they have
a tradition here, that they were once truly what they
now feem to be; but that the Blefled-Virgin petrify’d
them by a Miracle, in punithment to a furly Ruftick, whe
deny’d her the Charity of a handful of them to relieve -
her hunger.

Being arriv’d at Bethlehem,we immediately madeacir-
cular vifit toall the holy places belonging toit: As name-
ly the place where it is faid, our Bleffed Lord was Born;
the Manger in which it is faid he was laid; the Chappel
of St Fofeph his fuppos’d Father; that of the Innocents;
thofe of St Ferom, of St Paula and Euftochium, and of

- Eufebius of Cremona ; and laltly, the School of St Ferom.
All which places it fhall fuffice juft to name. .
rom
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'From the top of the Chrch, we had a large profpe&
of the adjacent Country. The'moft remarkable places in
. view were Tekoah, fituate on the fide of a Hill, about nine
Miles diftant to the Southward; Engedi, diftant about
three Miles Eaftward ; and fomewhat farther off, the fame
way, a high fharp Hill, call’d the Mountain of the Franks,
becaufe defended by a Party of the Crufaders forty years
after the lofs of Ferufalem.

Thurfday, April 1.

This morning we went to {ee fome remarkable places
in the neighbourhood of Bethlehem. The firft place that
we directed our courfe to, was thofe famous Fountains,
Pools and Gardens, about one hour and a quarter diftant
from Bethlebem Southward, faid to have been the con-
trivance and delight of King Solomon. To thefe works
and places of plealure that great Prince is fuppos’d to al-
lude, Eccl. 2. 5, 6. wherc amongft the other inftances of
his Magnihcence, he reckons up his Gardens and Vine-
yards and Pools.

As for the Pools, they are three in number, lying in a
row above each other; being fo difpos’d, that the Waters
of the uppermoft may defcend into the fecond, and thofe
of the fecond intothe third. Their figure isquadrangular;
the breadth is the fame in all, amounting to about ninty
paces; in their length there is fome difterence between
them; the firft being about one hundred and fixty paces
long, the fecond two hundred, the third two hundred and

“twenty. They are all lin'd with wall, and plaifter'd, and
contain a great depth of Water.

Clofe by the Pools is a pleafant Caftle of a modern
Stru&ure; and at about the diftance of one hundred and
forty paces from them, is the Fountain from which prin-
‘cipally they derive their Waters. This the Fryars will
have to be that Se4l’d Fountain, to which the holy Spoufe
iscompar'd, Can. 4.12. And, in confirmation of this opi-
nion, they pretend a tradition, that King Solomon fhut
up thele {prings, and kept the door of them feal'd wlilt'h

is
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His Signet; to the end that b might preferve the Waters
for his own drinking, in théif fiatural frethnefs and pu-
- rity. Nor was it difficult thus to fecure them, they rifing
undef ground, and having no avenue to them but by a
little hole like to the Mouth of a narrow Well. Thro’ this
hole you defcend dire&ly down, but not without fome
difficulty, for about four yards; and then arrive in a
vaulted Room, fifteen paces long, and eight broad. Joyn-
ing to this, is another Room of the fame fathion, but
fomewhat lefs. Both thefe Roomsare cover’d with hand-
fome ftone Arches very ancient, and perhaps the work of
Solomon him{elf. ‘

You find here four places at which the Watge-rifes:
From thofe feparate fources it is convey'd, by little riva-
lets, into a kind of Bafin, and from thence is sarried by -
a large fubterraneous Paflage down into the Pools. In the
way, before it arrives at the Pools, there is an Aquedu&
of brick Pipes,which receives part of the Stream, and car-
ries it by many turnings and windings, about the Moun-
tains, to Ferufalem. :

Below the Pools here runs down a narrow Roeky Val-
ley, enclos’d on both fides with high Mountains. This the
Fryars will have to be the enclos’d Garden, alluded to in
the fame place of the Canticles before cited. A garden en-
clofed is my fifter, my fpoufe : a (pring [but up, a fountain feal-
ed. What truth there may be in this conje&ure, I cannot
abfolutely pronounce. As to the Pools, it is probable
enough, they may be the fame with Solomon’s ; there not
being the like ftore of excellent Spring-Water, to be met
with any where elfe, throughout all Palefline. Byt for
the Gardens one may fafely affirm, that if Solomon made
them, in the Rocky ground which is now affign’d for
them, he demonftrated greater power and wealth in fi-
nithing his defign, than he did wifdom in choofing the
place for it.

From thefe memorials of Solomon, we returned toward
Bethlehem again, in order to vifit fome places nearer
bome. The places we faw were, The Field where lf: ij

M i
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faid the Shepherds were watching their Flocks, when they
recciv'd the glad tidings of the Birth of Chrift; And not
far from the Field, the Village where they dwelt; And a
little on the right hand of the Village, an old defolate
Nunnery builtby StPeuls,and made the more memorable
by her dying in it. Thefe places are all within about half
a Mile of the Convent, Eaftward; and with thefe we fi-
nithed this mornings work.

Having feen what is ufually vifited on the South and
Eaftof Bethlebem, we walk’d out after dinner to the Weft-
ward, to fee what was remarkable on that fide. The firft

lace we were guided to was the Well of David, fo call’d
g«aufe held to be the fame that Dayid {o paffionately
thirfted after, 2 Sam. 23.15. Itis a Well (or rather a
Ciftern ) fupply’d only with Rain, without any natural
excellency in its Waters to make them defireable: But it
{eems David’s Spirit had a farther aim.

- About two furlongs beyond this Well, are to be feen
fome remains of an old Aquedu&, which anciently con-
vey’d the Waters from Solomoen’s Pools to Fersfalem. This
is {aid to be the genuine work of Solomon; and may well
be allow'd to be in reality, what it is pretended for. It
is carried all along upon the furface of the ground, and is
compos'd of Stones — foot {quare, and — thick, per-
forated with a cavity of —— inches diamcter, to make
the Channel. Thefe Stones are letinto each other witha
fillet fram’d round about the cavity, to prevent leakage ;
and united to each other with {o firm a cement, that
they will fometimes {ooner break (tho’a kind of courfe
Marble) than endure a feparation. This train of Stones
was cover’d, for its greater fecurity, with a cafe of {maller
Stones, laid over it in avery ftrong Mortar. The whole
work feems to be endued with fuch abfolute firmnefs, as
if it had been defign’d for Eternity. Butthe Turks have
demonftrated in this inftance, that nothing can be fo well
wrought,but they are able todeftroy it. For of thisftrong
Aquedud, which was carried formerly five or fix leagues,
with fo vaft expence and labour, you fee now only here
and there a fragment remaining. Re-
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Returning from. this place we went to fee the Greek
and Armenian Convents; which are contiguous to that of
the Latins, and have each their feveral doors opening in-
to the Chappel of the holy Manger. The next place we
went to fee was the Grot of the Blefled Virgin. Itiswithin
- thirty or forty yards of the Convent; and is reverenced
upon the account of a tradition that the Blefled Virgin
here hid her felf and her Divine Babe from the fury of
Herod, for fome time before their departure into Egypt.
TheGrot ishollow’d intoa Chalky Rock : But this white-
nefs they will have to be not patural, but to have been
occafion’d by fome miraculousdropsof the BlefledVirgin’s
milk, which fell from her Breaft while the was fuckling
the holy Infant. And fo much are they poffefs'd with this
opinion, that they belieye the chalk of}::his Grotto hasa
miraculous virtue for encreafing Women’s milk. And I
was affured from many hands, that it is very frequently
taken by the Women hereabouts, as well Turks and A-
rabs, as Chriftians, for that purpofe, and that with very
good effe& ; which perhaps may be true enough, it being
well known how much Fancy is wont to do in things of
this nature, '

Friday, April 2.

The next morning prefenting the Guardian with two
Chequeens a piece for his civilities to us, we took our
leaves of Bethlehem, defigning juft to go vifit the Wil-
dernefs and Convent of St Fobn Baptiff, and fo return
to Ferufalem. ‘

In thisStage we firft crofs’d part of that famous Valley,
in which it is faid that the Angel in one night did fuch
prodigious execution, in the Army of Sennacherib. Having
Travell’d about half an hour, we came to a Village call’d
Bootefbellah ; concerning which they relate this remark-
able property, that noTurk can livein itabove two years.
By virtue of this report, whether true or falfe, the Chri-
fians keep the Village to themfelves without moleftation;
no Turk %eing willing to ftake his life in experimentilng

M2 he
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the truth of it. In fomewhat lefs than an hour more we
came to the Fountain, where they told us, but falfly, that
Philip Baptized the Ethiopian Eunsuch. The Paflage here
is fo Rocky and uneven, that pilgrims finding how diffi-
cult the Road is for a {ingle Horfeman, are ready to think
it impofible that a Chariot (fuch as the Eunsch rode in
Ads 8. 28.) fhould ever have been able to go this way.
But it muft not be judged what the Road was in ancient
times, by what the negligence of the Turks has now re-
duced itto: For I obferv'd not far from the Fountain, a
place where the Rock had been cut away in old time, in
order to lay open a good Road ; by which it may be {up-
pos'd that the fame care was ufed all along this Paflage,
tho’now time and negligence have obliterated both the
fruit and almoft the figns of fuch labour.

A little beyond this Fountain, we came to that which
they call the Village of St Philip; at which afcending a
very fteep Hill, we arrived at the Wildernefs of St Fohn :
A Wildernefs it is call'd, as being very Rocky and Moun-
tainous ; but is well cultivated, and produces plenty of
Corn and Vines and Olive Trees. After a good hours

*Travel in this Wildernefs, we came to the Cave and

Fountain, where, as they fay, the Baptiff exercis’d thofe
fevere aufterities related of him, Mat.3.4. Near this Cell
there ftill grow fome old Locuft Trees, the Monuments
of the Ignorance of the middle times. Thefe the Fryars
aver to be the very fame that yielded fuftenance to the
Baptift; and the Popith Pilgrims, who dare not be wifer
than fuch blind guides, gather the fruitof them, and carry
it away with g¢reat devotion.

Having done with this place, we dire&ed our courfe
toward the Convent of St fohn, which is about a league
diftant Eaftward. In our way we pafs'd along one fide
of the Valley of Elah, where David {lew the Giant, that
Defyer of the Army of Ifrael, 1 Sam. 17. We had like-
wife in fight Modon, a Village on the top of a high Hill,
the burying place of thofe Heroical Defcnders of their
Country, the Maccabees

Being
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Being come near the Convent, we were led a littleout
of the way, to vifit a place, which they call the Houfe of
Elizabeth the Mother of the Baptit. This was formerly
a Convent alfo: Bat it is now a heap of ruins; and the
only remarkable place left in it is a Grotto, in which (you
are told )it was, that tlie Blefled Virgin faluted Elizabeth,
and pronounc’d her divine Magnificat, Luke 1. 46.

The prefent Convent of Stf?'abn, which is now inha-
bited, ftands at about three furlongs diftance from this
Houfe of Elizabeth ; and isfuppos’d to be built at the place
where St Jobn was Born. If you chance to ask, how it
came to pafs, that Elizabeth liv'd in one Houfe, when fhe
was big with the Baptift, and in another when fhe brought
him forth? The an{wer you are like to receive, is, that
the former was her Country, the latter her City Habita-
tion; and that it is no wonder for a Wife of one of the
Priefts of better rank (fuch as fhe was, Luke 1. 6.) to be
provided with fuch variety.

The Convent of St Fobn has been, within thele four
years, rebuilt fromn the ground. It is at prefent a large
fquare Building,uniform and neat all over; gut that which,
is moft eminently beautiful in it, is its Church, It confifts
of three Ifles, and has in the middle 2 handfom Cupola,
under which is a pavement of Mofaick, equal to, if not
exceeding the fineft works of the Ancients in that kind.
At the upper end of the North Ifle, you go down feven
Marble Steps, to a very fplendid Altar, ere&ed over the
very place where they fay the holy Bap?ﬂ was Born.
Here are Artificers ftill employ’d, in adding fartherbeauty
and ornament to this Convent; and yet it has been {o ex-
penfive a work already, that the Fryars themfelves give
out, there is not a Stone laid in it but has coft them a
Dollar: Which,confidering the large Sums exa&ed by the
Turks for Licence to begin Fabricks of this nature, and
alfo their perpetual extortion and Avarria’s afterwards,
befides the neceffary charge of Building, may be allow’d
to pafs for no extravagant Hyperbole, '

Returning
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Returning from St Fobn’s toward Ferufalem, we came
in about three quarters of an hour to a2 Convent of the
Greeks, taking its Name from the holy Crofs. ThisCon-
vent is very neat in its firu&ure, and in its fituation de-
lightful. But that which moft deferves to be noted in it,
is the reafon of its Name and Foundation. It is becaufe
here is the Earth, that nourithed the Root, that bore the
Tree,that lyielded the Timber that made the Crofs.Under
the high Altar you are fhewn a hole in the ground where’
the ftump of the Tree ftood, and it meets with not a few
Vifitants fo much veryer ftocks than it felf; as to falldown
and worthip it. This Convent is not above half an hour
from Yﬂaj}z)lem; to which place we return’d this evening,
being the fifth day fince our departure thence.

After our return, we were invited into the Convent,
to have our feet wath’d; A Ceremony perform'd to each
Pilgrim by the Father Guardian himfelf. The whole So-
ciety flands round, finging fome Latin Hymos, all the
while the Father Guardian is doing his office: And when
he has done every Fryar comes in order, and kiffes the
feet of the Pilgrim. All this was perform’d with great

®order and folemnity: And if it ferv'd either to teftify a
fincere humility and charity ithem, or to improvethofe
excellent Graces in others, it might pafs for no unufeful
Ceremony.

Saturday, April 3.

We went about midday to fee the fun&ion of the Holy
Fire. This is a Ceremony kept up by the Greeks and Ar-
menians, upon a perfwation, that every Eafter Eve there
is a Miraculous Flame defcends from Heaven into the
holy Sepulcher, and kindles all the Lamps and Candles
there, as the Sacrifice was barnt at the Prayers of Elijab,
1 Kings 18.

Coming to the Church of the holy Sepulcher, we found
it crowded with a numerous and diftra&ted Mob, making
a hideous clamour very unfit for that facred place, and
better becoming Bacchanals than Chriftians. Getting {gvith

ome
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fome ftruggle thro’ this crowd, we went up into the Gal-
lery on that fide of the Church next the Latin Convent,
\tyhenCe we could difcern all that pafs’d in this religious

renzy. ,

Thyey began their diforders by running round the holy
Sepulcher with all their might and fwiftnefs, crying out
as they went, Huia, which fignifies this is be, or thisis *
it; an expreflion by which they affert the verity of the
Chriftian Religion. After they had by thefe vertiginous
circulations and clamours turn’d their heads, and inflam’d
their madnefs, they began to a& the moft antick tricks
and poftures,in a thoufand fhapes of diftra&ion. Some-
times they dragg’d one another along the floor all round
the Sepulchgr; fometimes they fet one Man upright on
another’s fhoulders, and in ‘this pofture march’d round 5
fometimes they took Men with their heels upward, and
hurry’d them about in fuch an undecent manner, as to
expole their Nudities ; fometimes they tumbled round the
Sepulcher, after the manner of Tumblers on theStage. In
a word, nothing can be imagin’d more.rude or extrava-
gant, than what was aed upon this occafion. »

In this tumultuous frantick humour they continued
from twelve till four of tife Clock : Thé teafon of which
delay was, becaufe of a Suit that was then in debate before
the Cadi, betwixt the Greeks and Armenians ; The former
endeavouring to exclude the latter from having any fhare
in this Miracle. Both Parties having expended (as I was
inform'd ) five thoufand Dollars between them, in this
foolifh Controverfy, the Cadi at laft gave fentence ; thac
they fhould enter the holy Sepulcher together,as had been
ufual at former times. Sentence being thus given, at four
of the Clock both Nations went on with their Ceremony.
The Greeks firft fet out, in a proceffion round the bo{y
- Sepulcher, and immediately at their heels follow’d the Ar-

menians. In thisorder ther compafs'd the holy Sepulcher
thrice, having produc’d all their Gallantry of Standards,
Streanders, Crucifixes and Embroider’d Habits upon this
occafion. :

Toward
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Toward the end of this proceffion, there was a Pigeon
came fluttering into the Cupolo over the Sepulcher ; at
fight of which, there was a greater fhoytand clamour than
before. This Bird, the Lating told us, was purpofely let
fly by the Greeks, to degeive the people into an opinion
that it was a vifible defcent of the Holy Ghoft.

« + The proceflion being over, the Suffragan of the Greek
Patriarch (he being himfelf at Conffantinople,) and the
, Principal Armenian Bifhop approach’d to the door of the
Sepulcher, and cutting the ftring with which it is faltned
and feal’'d, enter'd in, fhutting the door after them; all
the Candles and Lamps within having been before ex-
tinguifh’'d, in the pre&nce of the Turks and other wit-
nefles. The exclamations were doubled, as the Miracle
drew nearer to itsaccomplithment ; and the People prefs'd
with {uch vchemence towards the door of the Sepulcher,
that it was not in the power of the Turks, fet to guard
it, with the fevereft drubs, to keep them off. The caufe
of their preffing in this manner, is the great defire they
have to light their Candles at the holy Flame, as foon as
it is firft brought our of the Sepulcher ; it being efteem’d
‘the mott facred and pure, as coming immediately from
Heaven. *

The two Miracle-Mongers had not been above a minute

in the holy Sepulcher, when the glimmering of the holy

* Fire was feen, or imagin’d to appear, thro’ fome chinks
of the door; and cerrainly Bedlam it felf never faw fuch
?n Em:uly tranfport, as was produc’d in the Mob at this
ight.

Immediately after,out came thetwoPriefts withblazing -
Torches in their hands, which they held up at the door
of the Sepulcher, while the People throng’d about with
inex reﬂi%le ardour; every one ftriving to obtain a part
of the firft and pureft Flame. The Turks in the mean
time, with huge Clubs, laid them on without mercy ; but
all this could not repel them, the excefs of their tranfport
making them infenfible of pain.” Thofe that got the Fire
applied it immediately to their Beards,Facesand Bofoms,

pretending
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pretending that it would not burnlike an Earthly Flame:
But 1 plainly faw, none of them cduld endure this experi-
ment long enough to make good that pretenfion.

So many hands being employ’d, you may be fure, it
could notbe long before innumerable Tapergwere lighted.
The whole Church, Gallerys, and every place feem’d in-
ftantly tobe in a Flame ; and with this Illumination the -
Ceremony ended. . :

It muft be own’d, that thofe two within the Sepulcher, ,
perform’d their part with great'quicknefs and dexterity :
But the behaviour of the Rabble without, very much
difcredited the Miracle. The Latins take a great deal of
pains to expofe this Ceremony, as a moft fhameful im-
pofture,and a fcandal to the Chriftian Religion; perhaps
out of envy, that others fhould be Mafters of {o gainful
a bufinefs. But the Greeks and Armenians pin their Faith
upon it, and make their Pilgrimages chiefly upon this
motive: And ’tis the deplorable unhappinefs of their
Priefts, that having acted the Cheat fo long already, they
are forc’d now to ftand to it, for fear of endangering the
Apoftacy of their People. : o

Going out of the Church, after the rout was over, we
faw feveral People gathe® about the Stone of Un&ion,
who having got a good ftore of Candlés, lighted with the
holy Fire, were employ’d in dawbing pieces of Linnen
with the Wicks of them and the melting Wax; which
pieces of Linnen were defign’d for Winding fheets: And
’tis the opinion of thefe poor People, that if they can but
have the happinefs to be buried in a fhroud {mutted with
this Celeftial Fire, it will certainly fecure them from the
Flames of Hell. ‘ '

Sunday, April 4.

R
A}

This da{ being our Eafter, we did not go abroad to
vifit any places, the time requiring ‘an employment of
another nature, ‘ '

N Munday,
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Monday, April 5.

This morning we went to {ec fome more of the Curiofi-
ties which had Been yet unvifited by us. The firft place we
came to was that which-they call St Peter’s Prifon, from
which he was deliver'd by the Angel, Af#s12. It is clofe
by the Church of the holy Sepulcher, and ttill ferves for
its Primitive ufe. About the fpace of a furlong from

¢ thence, we came toan ol Church, held to have been buile
by Helena, in the place where ftood the Houfe of Zebedee.
This is in the hands of the Greeks, who tell you, that
Zebedee being a Fitherman was wont to bring Fith from
z'dpp.z hither, and ro vend it at this place: Not far from
ence we came tothe place where, they fay, fteod ancient-
ly the Iron Gate, which open’d to Peter of its own accord.
A few fteps farther, is the {fmall Church built over the
Houfe of Mark, to which the Apoftle dire&ed his courfe,
after his miraculous Goal-delivery, The Syrians (who
have this place in their cuftody) i)retcnd to thew you the
very Window at which Rbeda look’'d out, while Peter
knock’d at the door. In the Church they thew a Syriack
" Manufcript of the New Teftaggent in Folio, pretended to
be eight hundred and fifty two yearsold;and alittleStone-
Font ufed by the Apoftles themfelves in Baptizing. About
one hundred and fifty paces farther in the {ame Street, is
that which they call the Houfe of St Thomas, converted
formerly into a Church, but now 2 Mofque. Not many
aces farther, isanother Street croffing the former, whicz
eads you on the right hand to the place, where they fay
our Lord appear’d, after his Refurre&ion, to the three
- Marys, Mat. 28. 9. Three Marys the Fryars tell you,
tho”in that place of St Masthesw mention is made but of
two. The fame Street carries you on the left hand to the
‘Armenian Convent. The Armenians have here a very
large and delightful fpace of ground ; their Convent and
Gardens taking up all that part of Mount Sion, which is
within the Walls of the City. Their Church is built over
the place where, they fay, St Fames the Brother of Fobn
was



e . - IERPE

A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 99

was Beheaded,4@s12.2. Ina fmall Chappel on the North
fide of the Church, is fhewn; the very*place of his Decolla-
tion. In this Church are two Altars fet out with extra-
ordinary fplendour, being.deck’d with rich Mitres, Em-
broiderd Copes, Croffes both Silver and Gold, Crowns,
Chalices, and other Church Utenfils without number. In
themiddle of theChurch isaPulpit made of Tortoife-fhell,
and Mother of Pearl, with a-beautiful Canopy, or Cu-
pola over it, of the fame Fabrick. The Tortoife-thell and
Mother of Pearl are fo exquifitely mingled and inlaid in
each other, that the work far exceeds the materials. Ina
kind of Anti-Chappel to this Church, there are laid up
on one fide of an Altar,three large rough Stones, efteem’d
very pretious; as being,one of them,the Stone upon which
Mofes caft the two Tables, when he broke them, in In-
dignation, at the Idolatry of the Ifraelites ; the other two
being brought, one from the place of our Lord’s Baptifm,
the other from that of his Transfiguration.

Lcaving this Convent, we went a little farther to an-
other fmall Church, which was likewife in the hands of
the Armenians. This is fuppos’d to be founded in the
place where Annas’s Houfe ftood. Within the Church, .
not far from the door, #fhewn a hole’in the Wall, de-
noting the place where one of the Officers of the high
Prieft fmote our Blefled Saviour, fobn 18. 22. The Offi-
cer, by whofe impious hand that Buffet was given, the
Fryars will have to be the fame Malchus, whofe Ear our
Lord had hea]'d. In the Court before this Chappel is an
Olive Tree, of which it is reported,that Chrift was chain'd
to it for fome time by order of 4nnas to fecure him from
elcaping. ’ '

From the Houfe of Annas we were conduied out of
Sion Gate, which is near adjoyning to that which they call
the Houfe of Cajaphas, which is another {mall Chappel
belonging alfo to the Armenians. Here, under the Altar,
they tell us is depofited that very Stone, which was laid to
fecure the door of our Saviour’s Sepulcher, Mat. 27. 6o,

It was a long time kept in the Church of the Sepulcher ;
N 2 but
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but the Armenians, not many years fince, flole it from
thence by a [tratagem, and conveyd it to this place. The
Stone is two yards and a quarter long, high one yard,
and broad as much. Itis plaifter’d 4ll over, except in five
or fix lictle places, where it is left bare to receive the im-
mediate kiffes and other devotions of Pilgrims. Here is
likewife thewn a little Cell faid to have been our Lord’s
Prifon, till the morning when he was carried from hence
before Pilate ; and alfo the place where Peter was frighted
into a denial of his Matter. ’

A little farther without the Gate is the Church of the
Ceenaculum, where they fay Chrift inftituted his laft Sup-
per. Itis nowaMofque, and not to be feen by Chriftians.
Near this is a Well, which is faid to mark oyt the place
at which the Apofiles divided from each other, in order
to go every Man to his feveral Charge ; and clofe by the
Well are the ruinsof a Houfe in which the Bleffed Virgin
is fuppos’d to have breath'd her laft. Going Eaftward a
little way down the Hill, we were thewn the place where
a Jew arrcfted the Corps of the Blefled Virgin, as fhe was
carry’d toher Interment; for which impious prefumption,
* he had his hand wither’d wheregith he Ead feiz’d the Bier.

Aboutas much lower in the mi}éle of the Hill, they thew
you ghe Grot, in which St Peter wept fo bitterly for his
inconftancy to his Lord.

We extended our Circuit no farther at this time ; but
enter’d the City again at Sion Gate. Turning down as
{oon as we had entet’d,on the right hand, and goingabout
two furlongs clofe by the City Wall, we were had into a
Gatrden, lying at the foot of Mount Moriah, on the South
fide. Here we were fhewn feveral large Vaults, annext
to the Mountain on this fide, and running at leaft fifty
yards under ground. They were built in two Ifles, arch’d
ag top with huge firm Stone, and fuftain’d with tall Pillars
conﬁfitihg each of one fingle Stone, and two yards in dia-
meter. This might poffibly be fome under-ground work
made to enlarge the Area of the Temple: For Fofephus
fcems to defcribe fome fuch work as this,ere@ed over the
' " ' Valley
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Valley on this fide of the Temple, dnr. Fud. Lib. x5. **
Cap. uls. ¢ ! NN

From thefe Vaults,we teturn’d toward the Convent. In
our way, we pafs'd thro’the Turkifh Bazars, and took a
view of the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. But we could

but juft view it in paffing, it not being fafe to ftay here
long, by reafon of the fuperftition of the Turks.

Tucfday, April 6.

The next morning we took anothgr progrefs about the
City. We made our Exit at Bethlebem Gatc, and turning
down on the left hand under the Caftle of the Pifasts,
came in abouta furlongand a half to that which they call
Bathfbeba’sPool. It lies at the bottom of Mount Sion, and
is fuppos’d to be the fame in which Bathfbeba was wath-
ing her felf, when David {pied her from the Terrace of
his Pallace. But others refer thisaccident toanother lefler
Pool in a Garden, juft within Bethlehem Gate; and per-
haps both opinions are equally in the right.

* Alittle below this Pool, begins the Valley of Hinnom ;
on the Wett fide of which is the place call’'d anciently the
Potters Field, and afterw‘rds the Field of Blood, from its *
being purchas’d with the pieces of Silver which were the
Price of the Blood of Chrift: But at prefent, from.that
veneration which it has obtain’d amongft Chriftians, it is
call'd Campo Sanéto. It is a fmall plat of ground, not
above thirty yards long, and about half as much broad.
One moiety of it is taken up by a fquare Fabrick twelve
yards high, built for a Charnel Houfe. The Corpfes are
let down inta it from the top, there being five holes left
open for that purpofe. Looking down thro’ thefe holeswe
could fee 'many Bodies under feveral degrees of decay;
from which it may be conje&tur’d, that this Grave does not
make that quick difpatch with the Corpfes committed to
it, which is commonly reported. The Armenians have
the command of this Burying place, for which they pay
the Turks a Rentof one Zequin a day. The Earth is of
a chalky Subftance hereabouts. .

C A little
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*  Alittle below,the Campo'Sando, is thewn an intricate
Cave or Sepulcher, confifting of fevesal Rooms one within
another, in which the Apofiles ase faid to have hid them-
felves,” when they forfook their Mafter, and fled. The
entrance of the Cave difcoyers figns of its having been
adorn’d with Painting in arttient times.

A little farther the Valley of Hinnom terminates, that
of Fehofaphat running crofs the Mouth of it. Along the
bottom of this latter Valley runs the Brook Cedron; a
Brook in Winter-time, but without the leaft drop of Wa-
ter in it all the tim® we were at Ferufulem.

. In the Valley of Fehofaphat, the firfl thing you are car-
ried to is the Well of Nebemiah ; {b call’d becaufe reputed
to be the fame place from which the Reftorer of Ifrael re-
covered the Fire of the Altar, after the Babylonifh Capti-
vity, 2 Mac. 1. 19. A little higher in the Valley, on the
left hand, you come to a Tree, fuppos'd to mark out the
place where the Evangelical Prophet was fawn afunder.
About one hundred paces higher, on the fame fide, is the
Pool of Silogm. It was anciently dignified with a Church
built over it: But when we were there, 2 Tanner made
no {cruple to drefs his hides init. Going about a furlon
farther on the fame fide, you tome to the Fountain o%'
the Bleffed Virgin, o call'd, becaufe fhe was wont (as
is reported) to refort hither for Water ; but at what time,
and upon what occafions, it is not yet agreed. Over
againft this Fountain on the other fide of the Valley, isa
Village call'd Siloe, in which Solomen is faid ro have kept
his ftrange Wives; and above the Village is a Hill call'd
the Mountain of Offence, becaufe theve Solomon built the
high places mention’d 1 Kings 11. 7. his Wives having
perverted his wife heart, to follow their Idolatrous Abo-
minations in his declining years. Om:the fame fide, and
not far diftant from Silee, they fhew another Aceldama or
Field of Blood; fo call’d, becaufe there it was that Fuda,
by the juft judgment of God, met with his compounded
death, Mat. 27. 5. A&s1.18,19. A little farther on the
fame fide of the Valley, they thew'd us feveral Jewith

"Monu-
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Monuments. Amongft the reft there are two noble Anti-
quities, which they call the Sepulcher of Z4ghary, and the
Pillar of Abfolom. Clofe'by thelatter, is the Sepulcher of *
Fehofaphat, from which the whole Valley takes its Name.

Upon the edge of the Hills on the oppofite fide of the
Valley, there runs along in a dire line, the Wall of the
City. Near thé corner of which; there is a fhort end of a
Pillar, jetting out of the Wall. Upon this Pillar the Turks
have a tradition that Mahomet fhall fit in Judgment, at
the laft day; and that all the Wor)d thall be gathered
together in the Valley below, to receive their doom from
his Mouth. A little farther Northward is the Gate of the_
Temple. It is at prefent wall'd up, becaufe the Turks
here have a Prophecy, that their deftrucion fhall enter
at thatGate ; the completion of which predi&ion they en-
deavour by this means to prevent. Below this Gate, in
the bottom of the Valley, is a broad hard Stone, difcover-
ing feveral impreffions upon it, which you may fancy to
be Footfteps. Thefe the Fryars tell you are Prints made
by our Blefled Saviours Feet, when, after his Apprehen-
fion, he was hurried violently away to the Tribunal of his
Blood-thirfty Perfecutorg. ' '

From hence, keeping &ill in the bottom of the Valley,
you come in a few paces to a place, which they calf the
Sepulcher of the Bleffed Virgin. It has a magnificent
defcent down into it of forty feven Stairs: On the right
hand, as you go down, is the Sepulcher of St Amma the
Mother, and on the left, that of St 7o/eph the Husband
of the Blefled Virgin. '

Having finith’d our vifit to this place, we went up the
Hill toward the City. In the fide of the afcent, we were
fhewn a broad Stone on which they fay St Stephes fuf-
fer’d Martyrdom ; ahd not far from it isa Grot,into which
they tell you the outragious Jewith Zealots caft his Body,
when they had fatiated their fury apon him. From hence
we went immediately to St Stephen’s Gate, {o call’d from
its Vicinity o this place of the Protomattyr’s fuffering;
and- fo return’d to our Lodging.

' Wednefday,
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Wednefday, April 7.

»  The next forning we fet out again, in order to fee the
San&uaries, and other vifitable places upon Mount Olivet.
We went out at St Stephen’s Gate, and croffing the Val-
ley of Fehofapbat, began immediately to afcend the Moun«
tains. Being got about two thjrds of the way up, we came
to ccrtain Grotto’s cut with intricate Windings and Ca-
verns undgr ground : Thefe.are call'd the Sepulchers of
the Prophets. A little higher up, are twelve arch’'d Vaults
under ground, ftanding fide by fide; thefe were built in
memory of the twelve Apoffles, who are faid to have com-
pil'd their Creed in this place. Sixty paces higher you
come to the place, where they fay Chrilg utter'd his Pro-
phecy concerning the final deftru&ion of Ferufalem, Mat.
2. 4. And a little on the right hand of this, is the place
where they fay he diGtated a fecond time the Pater nofler
to his difciples, Luke11.1,2. Somewhat higher is the
Cave of St Pelagia; and as much mare above that, a Pillar,
fignifying the Place where an Angel gave the Bleffed Vir-
gin three days warning of her Death. At the top of the
Hill, you come to the place of our Blefled Lord’s Afcen-
fion. Here was anciently a largt Church, builtin honour
of that glorious Triumph: But all that now remains of
it is only an o&ogonal Cupola, about eight yards in dia-
meter,ftanding,as they {ay,over the very place,where were
fet the laft Footfteps of the Son of God here on Earth.
Within the Cupola there is feen, in a hard ftone, as they
tell you, the print of one of his Feet. Here was alfo that
of the other Foot fometime fince ; but it hasbeen remov’d
from hence by the Turks into the great Mofque upon
Mount Moriah. This Chappel of the Afcenfion, the Turks
have the cuftody of, and ufe it for a Mofque. There are
many other holy places about}?eru]klem,w ich the Turks
pretend ta have a veneration for, equally with the Chri-
ftians; and under that pretence they take them into their
own hands. But whether they do this out of real devo-
tion, or for lucre’s fake, and to the end that they maéyt

: : exa
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exa&t Money from tHe Chriftians for admiffion into them,
Iwill not determine.

About two furlongs from this place Northward, is the
higheft partof Mount Olivet ; and upon that wasanciently,
ereéted an hight Tower, in memory of that Apparition of
the two Angels to the Apoltles, after our Blefled Lord’s
Afcenfion,” A&s 1. 10, 11. from which the Tower it felf
had the Name given it of Viri Gulilei! This ancient Mo-
nument remain’d till about two years fince, when it was
demolifh’d by aTurk, who had bought the Field in which
it ftood : But neverthelefs you have ftill, from thé® natural
height of the place, a large profpec of Ferufalem, and the
adjacent Country, and of the Dead Sea, &. _

From this place, we defcended the Mount again by an-
other Road. At about the midway down, they fhew you
the place where Chrift beheld the City, and wept over it,
Luke 19. 41. Near thebottom of the Hill isa great Stone,
upon which, you are told, the Bleffed Virgin let fall her
Girdle after her Aflumption, in order to convince St Tho-
mas, who, they fay, was troubled with a fit of his old
Incredulity upon this occafion. There is ftill to be feen

a {mall winding channel upon the Stone, which they will
have to be the impreffion nfade by the Girdle when it fell,
and to be left for the convidtion of all fuch as thall {ufge&
the truth of their Story of the Aflumption.

About twenty yards lower they fhew you Gethfemane ;
aneven plat of ground, notabove fifty feven yards fquare,
lying between the foot of Mount Olivet and the brook
Cedron. It is well planted with Olive Trees, and thofe.
of {0 old a growth, that they are believ'd to be the fame
that ftood here in our Blefled Saviour’s time. In vertue

of which perfwafion, the Olives, and Olive ftones, and’

Oyl which they produce, became an excellent commodity
in Spain. But that thefe Trees cannot be fo ancient as is
pretended, is evident from what Fofephus teftifies, Lib. 7.
Bell. Jud. Cap. 15. and in other places, viz. that Titus in

his Siege of Ferufalem cut down all the Trees within

about one hundred furlongs of Ferufalem ; and that the
o , Souldiers
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Souldiers were forced to fetch Wood fo far, for making
their Mqunts, when they Affaulted the Temple.

At the upper corner of the Garden isa flat naked ledge
of Rock, reputed to be the place, on which the Apoftles,
Peter, Fames and Fobn, fell a fleep during the Agony of
our Lord. And a few paces from hence is a Gyotto, faid
to be the place, in which Chrift underwent that bitter
part of his Paffion. .
~ About eight paces from the place where the Apoftles
flept, is a fmall fhred of ground twelve yards long, and
one broad, fuppos'd to be the very Path on which the
Traitor?'udm walk’d up to Chrift, faying, Hail Mafler,
and kiffed him. This narrow Path is feparated by a Walk
out of the midft of the Garden, as a Terra damnata; a
work the more remarkable, as being done by the Turks,
who, as well as Chriftians, deteft the very ground on
which was a&ed fuch an infamous Treachery.

From hence we crofs’d the Brook Cedron, clofe by the-
reputed Sepulcher of the Bleffed Virgin ; and entring at
St Stephen’s Gate, returned again to the Convent,

Thurfday, April 8.

We went to {ee the Palace of Pilate, T mean the place
where they fay it ftood ; for now an ordinary Furkifh
Houfe pofleffes its room. It is not far from the Gate of
Sc Stephen, and borders upon the Area of the Temple on
the North fide. From the Terrace of this Houfe you have
a fair profpect of all the place where the Temple ftood;’
ind'eccf the only good profped, thatis allow'd you of it:
For there is no going within the borders of it, without
forfeiting your Life, or, which is worfe, your Religion.
A fiter place for an Auguft Building could not be found
in the whole World than this Area. It lies upon the top
of Mount Moriah over againft Mount Olivet, the Valley
of Fehofuphat lying between both Mountains. Itis, as far
as I could compute by walking round it without, five
hundred and feventy of my paces in length, and three
hundredand feventy in brcadti ; and onc may ftill difcexi{n
marks



R 2N .

A Journey from Aleppo to Ferufalem: 107
marks of the gréat labdur that it coft, to cyt away the
hard Rock, and to level fuch a fpacious Area upon fo
firong a Mountain. In the middle of the Area ftands at

refent 2 Mofque of an o&togonal figure, furpos’d to be
Euilt upon the fame ground, where anciently ftood the
Sandum Santorum. It is neither eminent for its large-
nefs, nor its Stru&ure ; and yet itanakes a very ftasely fi-
gure, by the fole advantage of its fituation.

In this pretended Houfe of Pilate is fhewn the Room
in which Chrift was mock’d with the Enfigns of Royalty
and buffeted by the Soldiers. At the coming out of the
Houfe isadefcent, where was anciently the Scala Sandta.
Ou theother fide of the Street (which was anciently part
of the Palace alfo) is theRoom where they fay our Lord
was fcourg’d. It was once us’d for a Stable by the Son of
a cerrain Buffa of Ferufalem : But prefently upon this
profanation, they fay, there came fuch a mortality -
mongft his Horfes, as forc’d him to refign the place.
By which means it was redeem’d from that fordid ufe:
But neverthelefs, when we were there, it was no better
than a Weaver’s Shop. In our return from Pilate’s Pa- .
lace, we pafs’d along the Dolorus way ; in which walk,
we were fhewn in order : Firft, the ‘place where Pilate
brought our Lord forth, to prefent to the People, with
this myftick Saying, Behold the Man! Secondly, where
Chrift fainted thrice, under the weight of his Crofs :
Thirdly, where the Blefled Virgin fwoon’d away at {o tra- °
gical a Spe&acle: Fourthly, where St Veronica prefented
to him the Handkerchiet to wipe his bleeding Brows:
Fifthly, where the Souldiers compell’d Simos the Cyrenian
to bear his Crofs. All which places I need only to name.

v Fryday April 9.
. We went to take a view of that which they call the
Pool of Bethefda. It is one hundred and twenty paces
long, and forty broad, and at leaft eight deep, but void
of Water. At its Weft end it difcovers fome old Arches,

now damm'd up, Thele fome will have to be the five
02 Porches
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Porches in which fate that Multitude of laine, halt and
blind, Fobn §. But the mifchiefis,inftead of five, thereare
but three of them. The Pool is contiuous on one fide, to
St Stephen’s Gate, on the othér, tothe Area of the Temple.

From hencg we went to the Convent or Nunnery of
St Anne. The Church here is large and entjre; and fo
are part of the Lodgings; but both are defolate and ne-
gle&ed. In a Grotto under the Church is fhewn the
place, where, they fay, the Blefled Virgin was born.
Near this Church they fhew the Pharijee’s Houfe, where
Muary Magdalen exhibited thofe admirable evidences of
of a penitent affe¢tion towards oursSaviour; swafhing his
feet with ber tears, and wiping them with ber hair, Luke 7.

8. This place alfo has been anciently dignified with
goly Buildings, but they are now negleted.

This was our morning’s work. In the afternoon we
went to fee Mount Gihon, and the Pool of the fame Name.
It lies about two furlongs without Bethlehem Gate Weft-
ward. Irisa ftately Pool, one hundred and fix paces long,
‘and fixty feven broad, and lin’d with wall and plaifter ;
and was, when we were there, well ftor’d with Water,

Saturday, April 10.

W e went to take our leaves of the holy Sepulcher, this
being thc laft time that it was to be open’d this Feftival.
"Upon this finithing day, and the night following, the
Turks allow free admittance for all People, without de-
manding any fee for entrance as-at other times ; calling it
a day of Charity. By this promifcuous Licence, they let
in not only the poor, but, as I was told, the lewdy and
viciousalfo; who come thither to get convenient opportu-
nity for proftitution, prophaning the holy places in fuch
manner (asit is faid) that they were not worfe defil’d even
. then when the Heathens here celebrated their Aphrodifia.

Sunday, }lpril 1.

Now began the Turks Byr.im, that is, the Feaft which
they celebrate after their Lent, call'd by them Ramadam.

This
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Thisbeinga time of great Libertini{fm among the Rabble,
‘we thought it prudentto confine our felves'to our Lodg-
ings for fome time, 'to the end that we might avoid fuch
Infolencies as are ufual in fuch times of publick Feftivity.
Our confinement was the lefs incommodious, becaunfe
there was hardly any thing, either within or about the

City, which we had not already vifited.

Mynday, April 12.* Tuefday, April 13.

We kept clofe to our Quarters, but however not in
idlenefs; the time being now come, when we were to
contrive, and provide things in order for our departure.
We had a bad account, from all hands, of the Country’s
being more and more embroyl’d by the Arabs: Which
made us fomewhat unrefolv’d what way and method to
take for ourreturn. But during our fufpence it was told
us, that the Mofolem was likewife upon his return to
his Mafter, the Baffs of Tripoli : Upon which intelligence
werefolv’d, if poffible, tojoyn our felves to his Company.

Wednefday, April 14.

We went with a {fmall Prefent in our hands to wait
upon the Mofolem, in order to enquire the time of his
departure, and acquaint him with our defire to go under
his protection. He affur’d us of his fetting out the next
morning; {o we immediately took our leaves in order
to prepare our felves for accompanying him.

I was willing before our departure to meafure the Cis-
cuit of the City : So taking one of the Fryars with me, I
went out in the afternoon, in order to pace the Walls
round. We went out at Bethlehem Gate, and proceeding
on the right hand came about to the fame Gate again.
I found the whole City 4630 paces in Circumference ;
which I computed thus,

Paces
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. Paces
From Bethlehem Gate to the corneron the right hand 400
From that corner to*Damafcus Gate 680
From Damafcus Gate to Heroed's, . 38
From Herod’s Gate to Feremiab’s Prifon ‘ 1§0
From Feremial’s Prifon to the corner next the Valley
of fehofaphat 22§
From that corner to St Stephen’s Gate . 38s
From St Stephen’s Gate to ¢he Golden Gate, 240
From the Golden Gate tothe corner-of the Wall 380
From that corner to the Dung Gate 470
From the Dung Gate to Sion Gate , 60§
From Sion Gate to the corner of the Wall 21§
From that corner to Bethlehem Gate oo

In all, Paces 4630

* Theredu&ion of my paces to yards, is by cafting away
a tenth part, ten of my paces making nine yards; by
which reckoning the 4630 paces amount to 4167 yards,
which make juft two miles and a half.

Thurfday, April 15.

This morning our Diplomata were prefented us b
the Father Guardian, to certify our having vifited all
the holy places; and we prefented the Convent fifty
Dollars a Man, as a gratuity for their trouble : Which
offices having paft betwixt us, we took our leaves.

Wefet out together with the Mofolem, and proceeding
in the fame Road, by which we came, lodged the firft
night at Kane Leban. But the Mofolem left us here, and
continued his Stage as far as Naplofa; fo we faw him ne
more, The Country.People were now every where at

lough in the Fields, in order to fow Cotton. “Twas ob-

ervable that in ploughing they us’d Goadsofan extraor-

dinary fize. Upon meafuring of feveral, I found them

abouteight foot long, and at the bigger End fix inches in

circumference. They werearm’d at the leffer End witha

fharp Prickle for driving the Oxen, and at the other epclll
wit
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with a {mall Spade, or Paddle of Iron, Rrong and mafly,
for cleanfing.the Plow from the clay that encumbers it
in working. May we not fiom hence confe&ure, that it
was with fuch a Goad as oné of thefe, that Shamgar made
that prodigiousflanghterrelated of him, 7udg.Cap. 3.9.312
1 am confident that whoever fhould fee one of thefe In-
ftruments, would judge it tobe a Weapon, not lefs fit, per-
haps firter than a Sword for fuch an Execution. Goadsof
this fort I {aw always ns'd hereabouts, and alfo in Syria:
And the reafon is, becaufe the fame fingle Perfon both
drives the Oxen, and alfo holds and manages the Plough ;
which makes it neceffary to ufe fuch a Goad as is above
defcrib’d, to avoid the encumbrance of two Inftruments.

Friday, April 16.

Leaving Kane Leban we proceeded fill in our former .

Road ; and paffing by Naplofs and Samaria, we came to
the Fountain Selee, and there took up our Lodging this

Saturday, April17.

The next morning we continued on in the fame Road
that we Travell'd when.outward bound, till we came to
Caphar Arab. At this place we left our former way, and
inftead of turning off on the left hand to go for Acre, we
kept our courfe ftraight forwards, refolving to crofs
dire&tly athwart tlie Plain of Efdraelorf, and to vifit Na«
zareth. :

Proceeding in this courfe from Caphar Arab, we came .

inabout half an hour to Feneen. This is a large old Town,
on the skirts of Efdraelon : It has in it an old Catftle, and
two Mofques, and is the chief refidence of the Emir Chibly.
Here we were accofted with a Command from the Emir
not to advance any farther, till he thould come in perfon,
to receive of us his Caphars, This was very unwelcome
News to us, who had met with a tryal of his civility be-
foreZ But however we had no remedy, and therefore
thought it beft to comply as contentedly as'we coukf.

~ * Having

R
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Having been kept thug in fufpence from two in the motn~
ing till Sun fet, we then receiv'd an order from the Prince,
. to pay the Caphar to an Officer, whom he fent to receive
it, and difmifs us. ‘ * . . .
Having receiv’d this Licence, we made all the hafte we
could to difpatch the Caphar, and to get clear of thefe
Arabs. But notwithftanding all our diligence, it was near
midnight before we could finith. After which we de-
arted, and entring immediately into the Plain of Efdrae- .
Jon, Travell’d over it all night, and in feven hours reach’d
itsotherfide. Here we had a very fteepand rocky afcent ;
but however in half an hour we mafter'd it, and arriv'd
at Nazareth.
‘ " Sunday, April 18.

Nazareth is at prefent only an inconfiderable Village,
fitnate in a kind of round concave Valley, on the top of
an high Hill. We were entertain’d at the Convent built
over the place’of the Annunciation. At this place are as
it were immured, feven or eight Latin Fathers, who live
a life truly mortified, being perpetually in fear of the
Arabs, who are abfolute Lordi of the Country.

We went in theafternoon to vifit the San&uary of this
place. The Church of Nazareth ftands in a Cave, {fuppos’d
to be the place, where the Blefled Virgin receiv’d that
joyful mel?age of the Angel, Huil thou that art highly fa-
voured, &c. Luke1. 28. - It refembles the figure ofa C]rofs.
That part of it that ftands for the Tree of the Crofs is
fourteen paces long, and fix over; and runs dire&ly into
the Grot, having no other Archover it at top, but that of
the natural Rock. The traverfe part of the Crofs is nine
paces long and four broad, and is built athwart the Mouth -
of the Grot. Juft at the fe&ion of the Crofs are erected
two Granite Pillars, each two foot and one inch diameter,
and about three foot diftance from each other. They are
{uppos’d to ftand on the very places, one, where the Angel,
the other, where the Blefled Virgin ftood at the time of
the Annunciation. Of thefe Pillars, the innermoft beilng

. that
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that of the Blefled Virgin, has be¢p broke away by the
Turks, in expe&ation of finding Treafure under it; o
- that eighteen inches length of it is clean gone, between
the Pillar and its Pedeftal. Neverthelefs it remains ere@®;
- tho’, by what art it is {uftain’d, I could not difcern. It
touches the roof above, and is probably hang’d upon that:
Unlefs you had rather take the Fryars account of it, viz.
that it is fupported by a Miracle.

Mfter this we went to fee the Houfe of Fofeph, being
the fame, as they tell you, in which the Son of God liv’d,
for near thirty years, in fubjetion to Man, Luke 2. §1.
Not far diftant from hence they fhew you the Synagegue,
where our Bleffed Lord Preach’d that Sermon, Luke 4. by
which he fo exafperated his Country-men. Both thefe
places lie North Weft from the Convent, and were an~
ciently dignified each witha handfome Church ; but thefe
Monuments of Queen Helena’s Piety are now in ruins.

Monday, April 19.

This day we deftin’d for vifiting Mount Tabor, ftand<
ing by it felf in the Plain of Efdraelon, about two or
“three furlongs within the Plain.

Itsbeing fituated in fuch a feparate manner hasinduc’d
moft Authors to conclude, that this muft needs be that
holy Mountain (as St Peter ftyles it, 2 Pet. 1. 18.) which
wastheplaceofour Blefled Lord’s Transfiguration,related
‘Mat. 17. Mark 9. There you read that Chrift took with
bim Peter, James and John inte 4 Mountain apart ; from
which defcription they infer that the Mountain there
fpoke of can be no other than Zuber. The conclufion
‘may poffibly be true; but the argument us'd to prove it,
feems incompetent ; Becaufe the term xa7” iSiav or apart,
moft likely relates to the withdrawing and retirement of
the perfons there {poken of ; and not the fituation of the
Mountain.

After a very laborious afcent, which took up near an
hour, we reacg’d the higheft part of the Mountain. Ithas
a plain Area at top, moft fertile and delicious, of an oval

P figure,
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figure, extended about one furlong inbreadth, and two
in length. This Area is enclos'd with Trees on all parts,
except toward the South. It was anciently inviron’d with
Walls, and Trenches, and other Fortifications, of which
it exhibits many remains at this day.

~ Inthis Area tr;ere are in feveral places,Cifterns of good
Water: Bat thofe which are molg devoutly vifited, are
three contiguous Grottos made toreprefent the three Ta-
bernacles which St Peter propos’d to ered, in the aftonith-
ment that poffeft him at the glory of the Transfiguration.
Lord (fays he) it is good for us to be bere ; let us make three
Tubernacles, one for Thee, &c.

I cannot forbear to mention in this place an obferva- .
tion, which is very obvious to all thatvifit the Holy-Land,
viz. that almoft an Paffages and Hiftories related in the
Gofpel are reprefented by them that undertake to fhew
where every thing was done, as having been done moft
of them in Grottos; and that even in fuch cafes, where
the conditionand the circumftances of the a&ions them-
felves feem to require places of another nature.

Thus if you would fee the place where St Anne was
deliver’d of the Blefled Virgin,you are carried toa Grotto:
If the place of the Annunciation, it is alfo a Grotto: If
the place where the Bleffed Virgin faluted Elizabeth ; if
that of the Baptift’s, or that of our Blefled Saviour’s Na-
tivity; if that of the Agony, or that of St Peter's Re-
pentance, or that where the Apoftles made the Creed, or
this of the Transfiguration, all thefe places are alfo Grot-
tos. And in a word, where-ever you go, you find almoft
every thing is reprefented as done under ground. Cer-
tainly Grottos were anciently held in great efteem; or
elfe they could never have been affign’d, in fpight of all
probability, for the places in which were done fo many
various ations. Perhaps it was the Hermits way of
living in Grottos from the fifth, or fixth Century down=
ward, that has brought them ever fince to be in fo great
reputation.

From
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- From the top of Tsbor you have a profpect, which, if
nothing elfe, well rewards the labour of afcending it. It
is impoffible for Man’s eyes to behold a higher gratifica-
tion of this nature. On the North Weft you difcernat a
diftance the Mediterranean; "and all round you have the
{patious and beautiful Plains of Efdraelonand Galilee,
which prefent you with the view of {o many places me-
morable for the refort and Miracles of the Son of God.

At the bottom of Tabor Weltward ftands Daberah, a
{mall Village fuppos’d by fome to take its Name from
Deborab, that famous Judge and Deliverer of Ifrael. Near
this Valley is the Fountain of Kifhon. '

* Notmany leagues diftant Eaftward you fee Mount Her-
mon ; at the foot of which is f{eated Nain, famous for our
Lord’s raifing the Widow's Son there, Luke 7. 14. and
Endor,the place where dwelt the Witch confulted by Saul.
Turning a little Southward you have in view the high

- Mountains of Gilbeah, fatal to Saul and his Sons.

Due Eaft you difcover the Seaof Tiberias, diftant about
one day’s Journey; and clofe by that Sea, they fhew a
fteep Mountain, down which the Swineran, and perifh’d
in the Waters. Mat. 8. 32.

A few points towards the North appears that which
they call the Mount of the Beatitudes ; a F:aall rifing, from
which our Blefled Saviour deliver’d his Sermon in the

, 6, 7 Chapters of St Matthew. Not far from this little
I,-'lill is the City Saphet, fuppos’d to be the ancient Be-
thulia. It ftands upon a very eminent and confpicuous
Mountain, and is (gen far and near, May we not fu
pofe that Chrift alludes to this City in thofe words of his
Sermon, Mat. 5. 14. A City fet on 4 hill cannot be bid ?
A conjecture which feems the more probable, becaufe our
Lord, in feveral places, affe@s to illuftrate his difcaurfe by
comparifons taken from obje&s, that were then prefent
before the eyes of his Auditors, As when he bids them,
bebold the fowls of the air, chap, 6. 16. and the lilies of
the field, ibid. v. 28. '

‘

Pa From
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From Mount Taber {ou have likewife the fight of a
place, which they will tell you was Dothaim, where Fo-
feph was fold by his Brethren; and of the Field, where
our Blefled Saviour fed the Multitude with a few Loaves,
and fewer Fifhes. But whether it was the place where he
divided the five Loaves and two Fifthes amongft the five
thoufand, Mat. 14. 16. &. or the feven Loaves amongft
the four thoufand, Mat.15.32. Ileftthem to agreeamong
themfelves. .

Having receiv’d great fatisfaction in the fight of this
Mountain, we return’d to the Convent the fame way that
we came. Afterdinner we made another {mall excurfion,
in order to fee that which they call the Mountain of the
Precipitation; that is, the brow of the Hill from which
the Nazarites would have thrown down our Bleffed Sa-
viour, being incens’d at his Sermon Preach’d to them,
Luke 4. This Precipice is at leaft half a league diftant.
from Nazareth Southward. In going to it you crofs firft
over the Vale in which Nazareth ftands ; and then going
down two or three furlongsin a narrow cleft between
the Rocks, you there clamber up a fhort, but difficult way
on the right hand ; at the top of which,you find a great
Stone ftanding on the brink of a Precipice, which is faid
-to be the very place, where our Lord was deftin’d to be
thrown down by his enraged Neighbours, had he not
made a Miraculous efcape outof their hands. There are
in the Stone feveral little holes, refembling the prints of
fingers thruft into it. Thefe, if the Fryars faz truth, are-
the imprefles of Chrift’s fingers, made in the hard Stone,
while he refifted the violence that wasoffer’d to him. At
this place are feen two orthree Cifterns for faving Water,
and a few ruins; which is all that now remains of a2 Re-
ligious building founded here by the Emprefs Helena,

Tuefday April 20.

The next morning we took our leaves of Nazareth,
prefenting the Guardian five a-piece, for his trouble and
charge in entertaining us, We direted our courfe for

‘ Aera ;
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Acra; in order to which, going at firt Northward, we:
crofs’'d the Hills that encompafs’d the Vale of Nuzareth
on thatfide. After which we turn’d to the Weftward, and
pafs'd in view of Cana of Galilee; the place fignaliz'd
with thebeginning of Chrift’s Miracles, #ohn 2. 11. Inan
hour and half more we came to Sepharia; a place reve-
renc'd for being the reputed habitation of Foachim and
Anna, the Parents of the Blefled Virgin. It had once the
Name of Diocefaria, and was a place in goodirepute : But
at prefent it is reduced to a poor Village, fhewing only
here and there a few ruins, to teftify its ancient better
condition. On the Weft fide of the Town ftands good
part of a large Church, built on the fame place, where
they fay ftood the Houfe of Foachim and Anna; it is fifty
paces long, andin breadth proportionable.

At Sephira begins the delicious Plain of Zabulon. We
werean hour and a half in croffing it; and, in an hour
and a half more, pafled by a defolate Village on the right
hand, by Name Satyra. In half an hour more we en-
ter’d the Plains of 4¢r4, and in one hour and a half more
arriv’d at that place. Our Stage this day was fomewhat
lefs than feven hours: It lay about Weft and by North,
and thro’ a Country very delightful, and fertile beyond
imagination, '

Wednefday, April 21.

At Acrawe were very courteoufly treated by the French
Conful and Merchant, as we had been when outward
bound. Having ftaid only one night, we took our leaves;
and returning by the fame way of the Coaft, that I have
defcrib'd before, came the firft night to our old Lodgings
at Solomon’s Cifterns, and the fecond to Sidon.

Thurfday, April 22.

Three hours diftant from Sidon, we were carry’d by
the French Conful to fee a place, which we had paffed
by unregarded in our Journey outward ; tho’ it very well
deferves a Traveller’s Obfervation.

. At
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At about the diftance of a Mile from the Sea, there runs
along a high Rocky Mountain; in the fide of which are
bewn a multitude of Grots, all very little differing from
eachother. They have entrances of about two foot {quare.
On the infide you find, in moft, or allof them, 2 Room
of about four yards fquare ; On the one fide of which is
the door, on the other three,are as many little Cells, ele-
vated about two foot above the floor. Here are of thefe
fubtcrraneous Caverns (as I was inform’d by thofe who
bad counted them)two hundred in number. They go by
the Name of the Grots of. The great doubt con-
ccrning them is, whether they were made for thedead or
the living. That which makes me doubt of this is, be-
caufe tho’all the ancient Sepulchers in this Country very
much refemble thefe Grottos; yet they have fomething
Eeculiar in them, which intices one to believe, they might

e defign’d for the reception of the living: For feveral of
the Cells within were of a figure not fit for having Corpfes
depofited in them; Being fome a yard fquare, fome more,
and fome lefs ; and {eeming to be made for family ufes.
Over the door of every Cell, there was a channel cut to
convey the Water away, that it might not annoy the
Roomswithin. And becaufe the Cells were cutabove each
other, fome higher, fome lower, in the fide of the Rock;
. herewere convenient Stairs cut for the eafier communica-
tion betwixt the upper and nether Regions. Atthebottom
of the Rock were alfo feveral old Cifterns for ftoring up
Water, From all whicharguments it may, with probabi-
lity atleaft, be concluded, that thefe places were contriv'd
for the ufe of the living, and not ofP the dead. But what
fort of People they may be that inhabited this fubterra-
neous City, or how long ago they liv’d, I am not able to
refolve. True it is, Strabo defcribes the habitations of
the Troglodyte to have been fomewhat of this kind,

Friday, April 23.

We continued this day at Sidon, being treated by our
Friends of the French Nation with great generofity.
Saturday,
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Saturday, April 24.

This morning we took our leaves of the worthy French
Conlful, and the reft of our other Friends of that Nation,
in order to go for Damafcus. ,

Damafcus lies near due Eaft from Sidon: It is ufually
efteem’d three days Journey diftant, the Road lying over
the Mountain Libanus and Anti- Libanus.

Having gene about half an hour thro’ the Olive yards
of Sidon, we came to the foot of Meunt Libanus, In
two hours and a half more we came to a fmall Village
called Caphar Milki. Thus far our afcent was-eafy ; buc
now it began to grow more fteep and difficult : In which
having labour’d one hour and one third more, we then
came to a freth Fountain called Ambus Lee; where we
encamp’d for this night. Our whole Stage was four hours
and one third ;. Our Courfe Eaft.

Sunday, April 25.

The next day we continued afcending for three good
hours, and then arriv'd at the higheft ridge of the Moun-
tain, where the Snow lay clofe by the Road. We began
immediately todefcend again on theother fide; and in twe
hours came to a fmall Village called Mefbgarah, where
there gufhes out, at once, from the fide of the Mountain,
a plentiful Stream, which falling down into a Valley be-
low, makes a fine Brook, and after a current of about
two leagues, lofes it felf in a River called Letane.

At Mefbgarab there is a * Caphar demanded by the
Drufes, who are the Poffeffors of thefe Mountains, We
were for a little while perplex'd by the exceflive demand
made upon us by the Caphar-men’; but finding us obfti-
nate, they defifted. ,

Having gone one hour beyond Meflgarah, we got clear
of the Mountain, and enter’d into a Valley called Bocat.
This Bocat feems to be the fame with Bicath Aven, men-
tion'd Amos 1, 5. together with Eden and Damafeus ; for

* *Half per Frank, quarter per Scrvaat,
there
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there isverynear it, in Mount Libanus, a place call’d Eden
to thisday. It might alfo have the Name of Aven, that
is, Vanity given it, from the Idolatrous Worfhip of Baal,
pra&ifed at Balbeck or Heliopolis, which is fituate in this
Valley. The Valley isabout two hours over, and in length
extends feveral days Journey, lying near North Eaft, and
South Weft. It isenclofed on both fides with two pa-
rallel Mountains, exactly refembling each other; the one
that which we lately pafs'd over between this and Sidon,
the other oppofite againtft it towards Damafcus. The for-
mer I take to be the true Libanus, the latter Anti-Liba-
nus; which two Mountains are no where fo well diftin-
guifh’d as at this Valley. ‘
In the bottom of the Valley, there runs a large River
called Letane. It rifes about two days Journey North-
ward, not far from Balbeck; and keeping its courfe all
down the Valley, falls at laft into the River Cafimir, or
(as it is erroncoully called) Eleutberus. :
T hus far our courfe had been due Eaft; but here we
inclin’d fome points toward the North. Croffing obliquely
over the Valley, we came in half an hour to a Bridge over
the River Letane. It confifts of five ftone Arches, and
is called Kor Aren, from a Village at a little diftance, of
the fame Name. At this Bridge we crofs’d the River, and
having Travell’d about an hour and a half on its bank,
pitch’d our Tents there for this night. Qur whole Stage
was eight hours. * .

.

Monday, April 26.

The next morning we continued our oblique courfe
over the Valley Bocar. Inan hour we pafs'd clofe by 2
fmall Village call'd fib Fencen, and in three quarters of
an hour more, came to the foot of the Mountain Anti-
Libanus. Here we had an eafy afcent, and in half an hour
pafs'd by, on our right hand, a Village eall'd Uzzi. Ie
three quarters of an hour more we arriv'd at 4yt4, a Vil-
lage of Chriftians of the Greek Communion. At thislaft
place the Road began to grow very Rocky and trcf)_gble-

: me 3
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fome; in which having Travell'd an hour, we arriv’d at
a {mall Rivulet call'd Ayn Tentloe. Here we enter’d into
a marrow cleft between two Rocky Mountains, paffing
thro’ which we arriv’d in four hours at Demafs, gently
defcending all the way. At Demafs a fmall *Caphar is
.demanded ; which being difpatch’d,we put forward again,
but had not gone above an hour and 4 half, when it grew
dark, and we were forc'd to ftop at a very inhofpitable
place, but the beft we could find; affording no grafs for
our Horfes, nor anyWater, but juft enough to breed Frogs;
by which we were ferenaded all night.

Tuefiay, April 27.

Early the next morning we deferted this uncomfortable
Lodging, and in about an hour arriv'd at the River Bar~
rady; our Road ftill defcending. This is the River that
waters Damafcus, and enriches it with all its plenty and
pleafure. It is not fo much as twenty yards over; but
comes pouring down from the Mountains with great rae
pidity, and with {o vaft 2 Body of Water, that it abun-
dantly fupplies all the thirfty Gardens, and the City of
Damafcus, .

We crofled Barrady at a new Bridge over it, call'd
Dummar. On the oth]et fide our Road afcended, and in
half an hour, brought us to ghe brink of a high Precipice,
at the bottom of which the River runs; the Mountain
being here cleft afunder to give it admiffion into the -
Plain below. : , ,

At the higheft part of the Precipice is ere&ed a fmall
Struure, likea Sheck’s Sepulcher, concerning which the
Turks relate this Story: That their Prophet, comingneat -
Dtmzfua, took his Station at that place for fome time,
in order to view the City; and confidering the ravithing
beauty and delightfulnefs of it, he would not tempt his
frailty by entring into it; but inftantly departed, with this
teﬂeéion upon it, that there was but one Paradife defign’d

* & quarcer per Head, . :
? & quarcer Q@ for
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for Man, and for his part he was refolv’d not to take His

in this World. . .

You have indeed, from the Precipice, the moft perfe&
profpe& of Damafcus. And certainly no place in the

World can promife the Beholder, at a diftance, greater

voluptuoufnefs. It is fituate in an even Plain of {o great

extent, that youcan but juft difcern the Mountains that

compafs it on the farther fide. It ftands on the Weft fide

of the Plain, at not above two miles diftance from the

place where the River Barrady breaks out from between

the Mountains; its Gardens extending almoft to the very
lace. :

d The City it felf is of a long ftreight figure; its ends
pointing near North Eaft and South Weft. Itisvery flen-
der in the middle, but fwellsbigger at each end, efpecially
at that to the North Eaft. In its length, as faras I could
gue{sby my eye, it may extend near two miles. Itis thick
fet with Mofques and Steeples, the ufual ornaments of
the Turkifh Cities; and is encompafs’d with Gardens,ex-

‘tending no lefs, according to common eftimation, than
thirty miles round; which makes it look like a noble City
in a vaft Wood. The Gardéns are thick fet with Fruit
Trees of all kinds, kept frefh and verdant by the Waters
of Barrady. You difcover in them many Turrets, and
Steeples,andSummer-Houfes frequently peeping out from
amongft the green Boughs, which maybe conceiv’d toadd
no {mall advantage and beauty to the Profpe&. On the
North fide of this vaft Wood is a place call'd Solbees,
where are the moft beautifulSummer-Houfes andGardens.

The greateft part of this pleafantnefs and fertility pro-
ceeds, as I faid, from the Waters of Barrady, which fap-
ly both the Gardens and City in great abundance. This

River, as foon as it iflues out from between the cleft of
the Mountain before mention’d, into the Plain, is imme-
diately divided into three Streams,of which, the middle-
moft and biggeft runs dire&ly to Damafcus thro® a large
open Field call'd, the Ager Damafcenus, and is diftributed

toall thg Cifterns gnd Founmtains of the City. The other

two
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two ( which I take to be the work of Art) are drawn
round, one to the right hand, and the other to the left,
on the borders of the Gardens, into which they are let
as they pafs, by little Currents, and fo difpers'd all over
the val{ Wood. Infomuch that there is not aGarden, but
has a fine quick Stream running thro’it ; which fervesnot
only for watering the place, but is alfo improvd into
Fountains, and other Water-works very delightful, tho’
not contriv'd with that variety of exquifite Art which is
us'd in Chriftendom. :

Barrady being thus defcrib'd, is almoft wholly drunk
up by the City and Gardens. What {mall partofitefcapes
is united, as I was inform’d, in one Channel again, on the
South Eaft fide of the City; and after about three or four
hours courfe, finally lofes it felf in a2 Bog there, without
ever arriving at the Sea. ,

The Greeks, and from them, the Romans call this Ri-
ver Chryforrhoss. But as for Abana and Pharpar, Rivers
of Damafius, mention'd 2.Kings 5. 12. I could find no
memory, fo much as of the Names remaining. They muft
doubtlefs have been only two Branches of the River Bar-
rady ; and one of them was probably the fame Stream that
now runs through the Ager Damafcenus, diredly to the
City, which feems by its ferpentine way to be a natural
Chaneel: The other I know not well where to find; but
its no wonder, feeing they may and doturn, and alter the
courfes of this River, accdrding to their own conve-
nience and plealure.

We continued agood while upon the Precipice,to take
a view of theCity; and indeed it is a hard matter to leave
a Station which prefents you fo charming a Landskip. It
exhibits the Paradife below as a moft fair and dele&table
place, and yet will hardly fuffer you to ftir away, to go
to it : Thus at once inviting you to the City, by the plea-
fure which it feems to promife, and detaining you from
it by the beauty of the Profpect.

Coming down the Hill into the Plain, we were there
met by a Janizary from the Convent, {ent to conduct us

Q2 into
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into the City. He did not think fit to us inatthe

Weft Gate, (which was neareft at hand) and fo all acrofs

the City, to the Latin Convent where we were to Lodge;

for fear the Damafcens, who are a very bigotted and in-

folent Race, thould be offended at fo great a number of
Franks as we were: To avoid which danger, he led us
roand about the Gardens, before we arriv'd at the Gate.
The Garden Walls are of a very fingular Stru&ure. They
are built of great pieces of Earth, made in the fathion of
Brick, and hardn’d in the Sun. In their dimenfions they
are two yards long each, and fomewhat more than one
broad, gnd half a yard thick. Two rows of thefe placed
edge ways, one upon another,make a cheap, expeditious,
and, in this dry Country, a durable Wall. :

In paffing between the Gardens, we alfo obferv'd their
method of {couring the Channels. They put a great boagh
of a Tree in the Water, and faften to it a Yoke of Oxen.
Upon the bough there fitsa good weighty Fellow, to prefs
it down to the bottom, and to drive the Oxon. In this
equipage the bough isdragg’d all along the Channel,and
ferves at once both to cleanfe the bottom, and alfo to
mud and fatten the Water for the greater benefit of the
Gardens.

Entring at the Eaft Gate, we went immediately to the
Convent, and were very courteoufly receiv’d by the Guar-
dian, Father Raphacel, a Majorkine by birth ; and a Perfon
who tho’ he has dedicated himfelf to the contemplative
Life, yet is not unfit for any affairs of the A&ive.

Wednefday, April 28.

This morning we walk’d out to takea view of the City,
The firft place we went to vifit, was the Houfe of an emi-
nent Turk, The Streets here are narrow, as is ufual in
hot Countries, and the Houfes are all huilt, on the out-
fide, of no better a material than either Sun-burnt Brick,
or Flemifh Wall, daub’d over in as courfe a manner as
can be feen in the vileft Cottages. From this dirty way of
Building, they have this amongft other incouvenignct;s,

¢
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that upon any violent Rain, the whole City becomes, by
the wathing of the Houfes, as it were 2 Quagmire.

It may be wonder’d what fhould induce the People to
build inthis bafe manner, when they have in the adjacent
Mountains fuch plenty of good Stone, for noble Fabricks.
I can give no reafon for it, unlefs this may pafs for fuch;
that thofe who firft planted here, finding fo delicious a
fituation,were in hafte to come to the enjoyment of it; and
therefore nimbly fet up thofe extemporary Habitations,
being unwilling to defer their pleafure {o long, as whilft
they might ere& more magnificent Stru&ures: Which pri-
mitive example their Succeflours have follow’d éver fince.

But however in thefe mud Walls, you find the Gates
and Doors adorn’d with Marble Portals, carv’d and in-
laid with great beauty and variety. It is an obje& not a
little furprizing,to fee mud andMarble, State and Sordid-
nefs {o mingled together.

In the infide, the Houfes difcover a very different Face
from what you fee without. Here you find generally a
large fquare Court, beautified with variety of fragrant
Trees, and Marble Fountains,and compafs’c{ round with
fplendid Apartments and Duans. ' The Duans are floor'd
and adorn’d on the fides, with variety of Marble, mixtin
Mofaick Knots and Mazes. The Ceilings and Travesare,
after the Turkifh manner, richly Painted and Guilded.
They have generally Artificial Fountains {pringing up.
before them in Marble Bafons ; and, as for Carpets and
Cuthions, are furnifh’d out to the height of Luxury. Of
thefe Duans they have generally feveral on all fides of
the Court, being placed at fuch different points, that at
one or other of them, you may always have either the
Shade or the Sun, which you pleafe.

Such as I have defcrib’d was the Houfe we went to fee;
and I was told the reft refemble the fame defcription.

In the next place we went to fee the Churcﬁ of St
A?obn Baptift, now converted intoa Mofque, and held too
acred for Chriftians to enter, or almoft to look into,
However we had three fhort views of if, looking :lx: at

three
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three feveral Gates. Its Gates are vaftly large,and cover'd
with Brafs, ftampt all over with Arab Chara&ers, andin
{everal places with the figure of a Chalice, fuppos’d tobe
the ancient Enfigns or Arms of the Mamalukes. On the
North fide of the Church is a {patious Coutt, which I
could not conjecture tobe lefs thanone hundred and fifty
yards long, and eighty or one hundred broad. The Court
1s pav'd all over, and enclofed on the South fide by the
Church, on the other three fides by a double Cloifter,
fupported by two rows of Granite Pillars of the Corin-
thian Order, exceeding lofty and beautiful.

On the South fide the Church joynsto the Bazars, and
there we had an opportunity juft to peep into it. Itis
within fpatious amr ofty, built with tgrce Ifles, between
which are rows of polifh’d Pillars of a furpaffing beauty ;
unlefs perhaps we were tempted to overvalue what was
fo fparingly permitted to our Survey.

In this Church are kept the Head of St Fohn, and fome
other Relicks efteem’d fo holy, that it is death even fora
Turk to prefume to go into the Room, where they are
kept. We were told here by a Turk of good fafhion, that
Chrift was todefcend into this Mofque at theday of Judg-
ment, as Mahomet was to do into that of Ferufalem: Buc
the ground and reafon of this tradition, I could not learn.

From the Church we went to the Caftle, which ftands
about two furlongs diftant, towards the Weft. Itisa good
Building of the ruftick manner ; inlength it is three hun-
dred and forty paces, and in breadth fomewhatlefs. We
were admitted but juft within the Gate, where we faw
ftore of ancient Arms and Armour, the Spoils of the
Chriftians in former times. Amongft the Artillery was an
old Roman Balifta; but this was a place not long to be
gaz’d upon by fuch as we were. At the Eatt end of the
Catftle there hangs down in the middle of the Wall a fhort
Chain cut in Stone; of what ufe I know not, unlefs to
boalt the Skill of the Artificer.

Leaving this place we went to view the Bazars, which
we found crowded with People, but deftitute of any thing
elfe worth obferving. Thurf-
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Thurfday, April 29. '

Veryearly this morning we went to fee the yearly great
Pomp of the Hadgees fetting out on their Pilgrimage to
Mecca; Oftan, Bafla of Tripoli, being appointed their
Emir or Condu&or for this year. For our better fecurity
from the infolencies of the over zealous votaries, we hired
a Shop in one of the Bazars thro’which they were to pafs.

In this famous Cavalcade there came firft forty fix
Dellees, that is, Religious Madmen, carrying each a filk
Streamer, mixt either of red and green, or of yellow and
green, After thefe came three Troops of Segmen, an Or-
der of Souldiers amongft the Turks; and next to them,
fome Troops of Saphees, another Order of Souldiery.
Thefe were follow'd by eight Companies of Mugrubines
(fo the Turks call the Barbarofes ) on foot: Thefe were Fel-
lows of a very formidable afpe&, and were defign’d to be
leftina Garrifon, maintain'd by the Turks fome where in
the Defart of Arabia, and reliev’d every year with freth
Men. Inthe mid{t of the Mugrubines,there pafs'd fix fmall
pieces of Ordnance. In the next place came on foot the
Souldiers of the Caftle of Damafcus, fantattically Arm'd
with Coats of Mail, Gauntlets, and other pieces of old
Armour. Thefe were follow’d by two troops of Janizaries,
and their Aga, all mounted. Next were brought the Baf-
fa’s two Horfe Tails, uher'd by his Aga of the Court;
and next after the Tails follow’d fix led Horfes, all of
excellent fhape, and nobly furnifh’d. Over the Saddle
there was a Girt upon each led Horfe, and a large Silver
Target guilded with Gold.

- After thefe Horfes came the Mahmal. This is a large
Pavilion of black Silk, pitch’d upon the back of a very
great Camel, and fpreading its Curtains all round about
the Beaft down to the ground. The Pavilion is adorn’d
at top with a Gold Ball, and with' Gold Fringes round
about. The Camel that carries it wants not alfo his Or-
naments of large R opesof Beads,Fifh-fhells,Fox-tails, and
other fuch fantaftical finery hang'd upon hisHead, N,ec‘li:
. an
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and Legs. Allthisis defign’d for the State of the Alcoran,

which is placed with great reverence under the Pavilion,

where it rides in State both to and from Mecce. The

Alcoran is accompanied with a rich new Carpet which
the Grand Signieur fends every year for the covering of
Mahomet’s Tomb, baving the old one brought back in
return for it, which is efteem’d of an ineftimable value,
after having been fo long next Neighbour to the Prophet’s
rotten Bones. The Beaft, which carries this facred Load,
has the privilege to be exempted from all other Burdens
ever after.

After the Mahmal, came another Troop,and with them
the Bafla himfelf; and laft of all, twenty loaded Camels,
with which the Train ended, having been three quarters
of an hour in paffing.

Having obferv’d what we could of this Shew, (which
perhaps was never feen by Franks before) we went to
view {ome other Curiofities. The firft place we came to
was the Ager Damafcenss, a long beautiful Meadow, juft
without the City, on the Weft fide. Itis divided in the
middle by that branch of the River Barrady which fup-
plies the City; and is taken notice of, becaufe of a Tradi-
tion current here, that 4d«m was made of the Earth of
this Field. '

Adjoyning to the Ager Damafcenus is a large Hofpital :
It has within it a pleafant {quare Court, enclos'd on the
South fide by a ftately Mofque, and on its other fides with
Cloifters, and Lodgings of no contemptible Stru&ure.

Returning from hence homeward, we were fhewn by
the way a very beautiful Bagnio; and not far from it 2
Coffee-houfe capable of entertaining fouror five hundred
People, thaded over head with Trees, and with Matrs
when the Boughs fail. It had two Quarters for the re-
ception of Guefts; one proper for the Summer, the other
for the Winter. That defign'd for the Summer was 2
{mall Ifland, wafh’d all round with a large fwift Stream,
and fhaded over head with Matts and Trees. We found
here 2 Multitude of Turks upon the Duans, reg;lcing

. them~
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themt(elves in this pleafant place ; -there being nothing
which they behold with fo much delight as Greens and

Woater: To which if a beautiful Face be added, they have
~ a Proverb, that all three together make a perfet Anti-
dote againft Melancholy.

In the afternoon, we went to vifit the Houfe which,
they fay, was fometime the Houfe of Ananias, the Re-
ftorer of fight to St Paul, Aés 9.17. The place thewn
for it is (according to the old Rule) a fmall Grotto or Cel«

" lar, affording nothing remarkable, but only that there are
in ita Chriftian Altar, 2and a Turkith praying place, feated
nearer to each other, than well agrees with the nature of
fuch places. :

Our next Walk was out of the Eaft Gate, in order to
{ee the place (they fay) of St Paul’s Vifion, and what elfe
is obfervable on thatfide. The place of the Vifion is about
half a mile diftant from the City, Eaftward. It is clofe by
the way fide, and has no Building to diftinguifh it, nor
do I believe it ever had. Only there is a fmall Rock or

_ heap of Gravel which ferves to point out thé place. .

About two furlongs nearer the City, is a fmall Timber
Stru&ure refembling the Cage of a Country Burrough.
Within it is an Altar ereted: There you are told, the
holy Apoftle refted for fome time in his way to this City,
after his Vifion, 4ds 9. 8.

Being return’d to the City, we were fhewn the Gate at
which St Paul was let down in a Basket;, Ads 9. 25.
This Gate is at prefent wall'd up by reafon of its vicinity
to the Eaft Gate, which renders it of little ufe.

Entring again into the City, we went to {ee the great
Patriarch refiding in this City. He was a Perfon of about
forty years of Age. The place of his refidence was mean,
and his Perfon and Converfe promis’d not any thing ex~
traordinary., He told me there were more than one thou-
%nd two hundred Souls of the Greek Communion in that

lty‘
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Friday, April 30.

The next day we went to vific the Gardens, and to
fpend a day there. The place where we difpos’d of our
fgleves was about a mile out of Town. It afforded us a
very pleafant Summer-houfe, having a plentiful Stream
of Water running thro’it. The Garden was thick fet with
Fruit Trees, but without any Art or Order. Such as this,
are all the Gardeuns hereabouts : Only with this odds, that
fome of them have their Summer-houfes more fplendid
than others, and their Waters improv'd into greater va-
riety of Fountains.

In vifiting thefe Gardens, Franks are obliged either to
walk on foot, or elfe to ride upon Affes; the infolence of
the Turks not allowing them to mount on Horfe-back. To
ferve them upon thefe occafions, here are Hackney Afles
always ftanding ready equipp’d for hire. When you are
mounted, the Mafter of the Afs follows his Beaft to the

lace whether you are difpos’d to go; goading him u
gehiud with a fharp pointed Stick, which makes him dif-
patch his Stage with great expedition. It is apt fome-
times to give a little difguft to the generous Traveller, to
be forc’d to fubmit to fuch marks of {corn : Butthere isno
remedy; and if the Traveller will take my advice, his
beft way will be to mount his Afs contentedly, and to
turn the affront into a motive of Recreation, as we did.
Having {pent the day in the Garden, we return'd in the
evening to the Convent.

Saturday, May 1.

The next day we fpent at another Garden, not far di-
flant from the former ; but far exceeding it in the beauty
of its Summer-houfe, and the variety of its Pountains.

: Sunday, May 2.

We went, as many of us as were difpos'd, to Sydonaiie,
aGreek Convent about four hours diftant from Damafcus,
to the Northward, or North by Eaft: The Road, except-
ing

.
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ing only two fteep afcents, is very good, In this Stage
we pafs'd by two Villages, the firft call'd Tll, the fecond
Meneen. Ata good diftance on the right hand is a very
high Hill, reported to be the fame on which Cain and
Abel offer’d their Sacrifices; and where alfo the former
flew his Brother, fetting the firft example of Blood-fhed
to the World.

Sydonaiia is fituated at the farther fide of a large Vale
on the top ofaRock. TheRock is cut with Steps all up,
without which it would be inacceflible. It is fenced all
round at the top, with a ftrong Wall, which enclofes the
Convent. Itisa place of very mean Stru&ure, and con-
tains nothing in it extraordinary, but only the Wine
made here, which is indeed moft excellent.  This place
was at firft Founded and Endow’d by the Emperour Fu-
flinian. It is at prefent pofleft by twenty Greek Monks,
and forty Nuns,who feem to live promifcuouflytogether,
without any order or feparation.

Here are upon this Rock, and within a little compafs
round about it, no lefs than fixteen Churches or Orato-
ries ; Dedicated to feveral Names. The firft, to St Fohu 3
fecond, to St Paul; third, to St Thomas; fourth, to St
Babylas ; fifth, to St Barbara; fixth, to St Chriflepher;
feventh, to St Fefeph; eighth, to St Lazarus; ninth, to.
the Bleffed Virgin; tenth, to St Demetrius; eleventh,
to St Saba; twelfth, to St Peter; thirteenth, to St
George ; fourteenth, to All Saints ; fifteenth, to the Afcen-
fion; fixteenth, to the Tramiﬁguration of our Lord: From
all which, we may well conclude, this place was held an-
ciently in no {mall repute for San&ity. Many of thefe
Churches I aually vifited; but found them foruin'd and
defolate, that I had not courage to go to all.

In the Chappel, made ufe ofg by the Convent for their
dayly Services, they pretend tofhew a great Miracle,done
here fome years fince ; of which take this Account, as I
receiv'd it from them,

They had once in the Church a little Pi&ure of the
Blefled Virgin, very much reforted to by Supplicants, and

R
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famous for the many Cures and Bleflings granted in re-
turn to their Prayers. It happened that a certain Sacri-
Jegious Rogue took an opportunity to fteal away this
Miraculous Pi&ure: But he had not kept it long in his
cuftody, when he found it Metamorphofed into a real
Body of Flefh. Being ftruck with wonder and remorfe at
fo prodigious an event, he carried back the prize to its
true Owners, confefling and imploring forgivenefs for his
crime. The Monks having recover'd fo great a i‘]oewel,
and being willing to prevent fuch another difafter for the
future, thought fit to depofite it ina fmall Cheft of Stone;
and placing it in a little Cavity in the Wall behind the
high Altar, fixt an Iron Grate before it, inorder to fecure
it from any fraudulent attempts for the future, Upon
the Grates there are hang’d abundance of little toys and
trinkets,being the offerings of many Votaries in return for
the {uccefs given to their Prayers at this Shrine. Under
the fame Cheft, in which the Incarnate Pi&ure was de-
pofited, they always place a fmall Silver Bafin, in order to
receive the diftillation of an holy Oyl, which they pre-
tend iffues out from the enclofed Image, and does won-
derful Cures in many diftempers, efpecially thofe affect-
ing the Eyes.

'On the Eatft fide of the Rock is an ancient Sepulcher
hollow’d in the firm Stone. The Room is about eight
yards {quare, and contains in its fides (as I remember) .
twelve Chefls for Corpfes. Over the entrance there are
carv'd fix Statues as big as the Life, ftanding in three
Niches, two in each Nich. At the Pedefta's of the Statues
may be obferv'd a few Greek words, which, as-faras I
was able to difcern them in their prefent obfcurity, are

as follows.

ETOYCI®-+ 1If0¥]A A ®1[A] |IOYA A®AHMH

JorxA NAPTE |1] O1KOC TPloc KA[l A[PI]
WIAIPOC KAl |[[K]JAI AOMNCINAJAANH I'Y[NH]
PPECITKY TYNH TTNH IIANTAC €IIOIOY[N]

Under the firfe. Under the fecond, Under the shird Nich..
- A Gen-
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A Gentleman in our Company, and my felf have rea-
{on to remember this place, for an efcape we had init. A
drunken Janizary, paffing under the Window where we
were, chanc’d to have a drop of Wine thrown out upon
his Veft. Upon which innocent provocation, he prefented
his Piftol at us in at the Window : Had it gone off, it muft
have been fatal to one or both of us, who fate next the
place. But it pleafed God to reftrain his fury. Thiseven-
ing we return’d again to Damafcus.

Monday, May 3.

This morning we went to fee the Street call’d Straight,
Afts 9. 11, It is about half a mile in length, running
from Eaft to Weft thro’ the City. It being narrow, and
the Houfes jutting out in feveral places on both fides,
you cannot have a clear profpe¢t of its length and
ftraightnefs. In this Street is fhewn the Houfe of Fudas,
with whom St Psul Lodged ; and in the fame Houfe is
an old Tomb, faid to be Ananias’s: But how he fhould
come to be buried here, they could not tell us, nor could
we guefs; his own Houfe being fhewn us in another place.
However the Turks have a reverence for his Tomb, and
maintain a Lamp always burning over it.

In the afternoon, having prefented the Convent with
ten per Man for our kind reception, we took our lcaves
of Damafius, and fhap’d our courfe for Tripoli; defigning
in the way to fee Balbeck, and the Cedars of Libanus. In
ordertothis, we return’d the fame way by which we came;
and croffing the River Barrady again at the Bridge of
Dummar, came to a Village of the fame Name a little far-
ther, and there Lodg’d thisnight. We Travell'd this af-
ternoon three hours. : -

. Tuefley, May 4.

- This morning we left our old Road, and took another
more Northerly. In an hour and a half we came to a
fmall Village call’'d Sinie; juft by which, is an ancient
Struéture on the top of an f:igh Hill, {uppos'd to be the
C Tomb
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Tomb of Abel, and to have given the adjacent Country in
old times the Nameof Abilene. The Fratricide alfo is faid
by fome to have been committed in this place. The Tomb
is thirty yards long; and yet it is here believ’d to have
been but juft proportion’d to the Stature of Him who
was buried in it. Here we enter’d into a narrow Gaut,
between two fteep rocky Mountains, the River Barrady
running at the bottom. © On the other fide of the River
were feveral tall Pillars, which ekcited our Curiofity, to
go and take a nearer view of them. We found them part
of the front of fome ancient, and very magnificent Edi-
fice, but of what kind we could not conjeQure.

We continued upon the Banks of Barrady, and came
in three hours to a Village call'd Maday; and in twa
hours more to a Fountain call’d 4yn il Hawra, where we
Lodg'd. Our whole Stage was fomewhat lefs than feven
hours; our Courfe near North Weft.

Wednefiay, May 5.

This morning we pafs’d by the Fountain of Barrady,
and came in an hour and two thirds to a Village call'd
Surgawich. At this place, we left the narrow Valley, in
which we had Travell'd ever fince the morning before,
andafcended the Mountain on the left hand. Having {pent
in croffing it, two hours, we arrived a {econd time in the
Valley of Bocat ; here fteering Northerly diretly up the
Valley, we arriv'd in three hours at Balbeck, Our Stage
this day was near feven hours, and our Courfe near about
Weft.

At Balbeck we pitch’d at a place lefs than half a mile
diftant from the Town, Eaftward, near a plentiful and
delicious Fountain, whith grows immediately into a .
Brook ; and running down to Balbeck, adds no {mall plea-
fure and convenience to the place.

In the afternoon we walked out to fee the City. But
we thought fit, before we enter’d, to get Licenfe of the
Governour, and to proceed with all caution. Being taught
this ncceflary care Ey the example of fome worthy Englith

Gentlemen
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Gentlemen of our Fa&ory ; who vifiting this glace in the
year 1689, in theirreturn from Fersfalem, and {ufpeing
no mifchief, were bafely intrigu’d by the People here, and
forc'd toredeem their Lives at a great Sum of Money.

Balbeck_is fuppos’d to be the ancient Heliopolis, or Ci
of the Sun; for tE:t the word imports. Its prefent Arab,
which is perhaps its moft ancient Name, inclines to the
fame importance. For Baal, tho’it imports all Idols in
general ; of whatfoever Sex or Condition; yet it is very
often appropriated to the Sunm, the Sovereign Idol of
this Country.

TheCity enjoys a moft delightful and commodious fi-
tuation, on the Eaft fide of the Valley of Bocat, 1Isisof
a {quare figure, compafs’d with a tolerable good Wall, in
which are Towers all round at equal diftances. Itextends,
as far as I could guefs by the eye, about two furlongs on
a fide. ItsHoufeswithinare all of the meaneft Stru&ure,
fuch as are ufually feen in Turkith Villages. '

At the South Wett fide of this City is a noble Ruin,
being the only Curiofity for which this place is wont to
be vifited. It was anciently a Heathen Temple ; together
with fome other Edifices belonging to it, all truly Magni-
ficent: But in latter times thefe ancient Stru&ures have
been patch’d, and piec’d up with feveral other Buildings;
converting the whole into a Cattle, under which Name it
goes at this day. The adje&itious Buildings are of no mean
Archite@ure, but yet eafily diftinguifhable from what is
more ancient.

Coming near thefe Ruins, the firft thing you meet with
is a little round Pile of Building, all of Marble. It is en-
circled with Columns of the Corinthian Order,very beau-
tiful, which furport a Cornifh that runs all round the
Stru&ure of no ordinary ftate and beauty, This part of
itthat remains, is at prefent in a very tottering condition,
but yet the Greeks ufe it for a Church: And 'twere well if
the danger of its falling, which perpetually threatens,
would excite thofe People to ufe a little more fervour in
their Prayers, than they generallydo; the Grecks being

feeming-
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fcemingly the moft undevout and negligent at their Di-
vine Service, of any fort of People in the Chriftian World.

From this Ruin youcome to a large firm pile of Build-
ing, which tho’ very lofty, and compos’d of huge {quare
Stones, yet, Itake tobe part of the adje&itious work ; for
one fees in the infide fome fragments of Images in the
Walls and Stones,with Roman Letters upon them, fet the
wrong way. Inone Stone we found graven p1vrs. and
in another Line, mosc. Thro’ this pile you pafs in a
ftately arch’d Walk or Portico, one hundred and fifty
paces long, which leads you to the Temple.

The Temple is an oblong {quare, in breadth thirty two
yards, and in length fixty four, of which eighteen were
taken up by the Iegraos or Anti-Temple; which is now
tumbled down, the Pillars being broke that fuftain’d it.
The Body of the Temple, which now ftands, is encom-
paffed with a noble Portico, fupported by Pillars of the
Corinthian Order, meafuring fixfootand three inches in
diameter, and about forty five foot in height, confifting
all of three Stones a piece. The diftance of the Pillars
from each other, and from the Wall of the Temple, is
nine foot. Ofthefe Pillars there are fourteen on each f:de
of the Temple, and eight at the end, counting the corner
Pillars in both numbers.

On the Capitals of the Pillars there runs all round 2
ftately Architrave, and Cornifh rarely carv’d. The Por-
tico is cover’d with large Stones hollow’d Arch-wife, ex-
tending between the Columns, and the Wall of the Tem-
ple. In the Center of each ftone is carv’d the figure of
fome one or other of the Heathen Gods, or Goddefles, or
Heroes. I rcmember amongft the reft a Ganymede, and
the Eagle flying away with him, fo lively done that it ex-
cellently reprefented the fenfe of that Verfe in Martial,

Hliefum timidis unguibus hefit onus.

The Gate of the Temple is twenty one foot wide ; but
how high, could not be meafur’d, it being in part fill'd up
with rubbifh. Itis molded and beautified all round with

exquifite
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exquifite Sculpture. On the nethermotftfide of the Portal,
is carv’d a Fame hovering over the head as youenter,and
extending its Wings two thirds of the breadth of the
Gate; and on each fide of the Eagle is defcrib'd a Fame
likewife upon the Wing. The Eagle carries in its Pounces
@ Caduceus, and in his Beak the Strings or Ribbons com~
ing from the ends of two Feftoons; whofe other ends are
held and fupported on each fide, by the two Fames. The
whole {eem'd to be a piece of admirable Sculpture.

The meafure of the Temple within, is forty yards in
length, and twenty in breadth. Inits Wallsall round are
two rows of Pilafters, one above the other; and between’
the Pilafters are Niches, which feem to have beendefign’d
for the reception of Idols. Of thefe Pilafters, there are
eight in d row, on each fide; and of the Niches, nine.

About eight yards diftance from the upper end of the
Temple, ftands part of two fine channel’d Pillars; which
feem to have made a partition in that place, and to have
fupported a Canopy over the Throne of the chief Idol3
whofe Stationappears to have beeri ina large Nichat this
end. On that part of the partition which remains, are
to be feen Carvings in Relievo reprefenting Neptune,
Tritons, Fifhes, Sea-Gods, Arion and his Dolphin, and
other Marine Figures. The covering of the whole Fa-
brick is totally broken down: But yet this I muft fay of
the whole, as it now ftands, that it ftrikes the Mind with
an Air of Greatnefs beyond any thing that I ever faw be-
fore, and is an eminent proof of the Magnificence of the
ancient Architecture. .

About fifty yards diftant from the Temople, is a row of
Corinthian Pillars, very great and lofty; with a moft
ftately Architrave and Cornifh at top. ‘This fpeaks it felf
to have been part of fome very Auguft Pile; but what
one now fees of it is but juft enough to give a regret,
that there fhould be no more of it remaining. '

Here is another Curiofity of this place, which a Mati
bad need be well affur’d of his Credit, before he ventures
to relate, left he fthould be thought to ﬁrasin the privjlegéft:,
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of a Traveller too far. That which I mean is a large
piece of the old Wall, or Neeiangr, which encompafs'd all
thefe Struures laft defcrib’'d. A Wall made of fuch mon-
ftrous grecat Stones, that the Natives hereabouts (as it is
ufual in things of this ftrangc Nature) afcribe it to the
Archite@urc of the Devil. Three of the Stones, which
were larger than the reft, we took the pains to meafure,
and found them to extend fixty one yards in length ; one
twenty one, the other two each twenty yards. Indec
nefs they were four yards each, and in breadth of the
{ame dimenfion. Thefe three Stones lay in one and the
fame row, cnd to end. The reft of the Wall was made
alfo of great Stones, but none, I think, {o great as thele.
That which added to the wonder was, that thefe Stones
were lifted up into the Wall, more than twenty foot
from the ground.

In the fide of a {mall afcent, on the Eaft part of the
Town, ftood an old fingle Column, of the Tufcan Order,
about eighteen or nineteen yards high, and one yard and
a half indiameter. It had a Channel cut in its fide from
the bottom to the top ; from whence we judged it might
have been cre&ed for the {akéof raifing Water.

Atour return to our Tents, we were a little perplex'd
by the Scrvangs of the Mofolem, about our Caphar. We
were contented at laft to judge it at ten per Frank, and
five per Servant, rather than we would cngage in a long
difpute at fuch a place as this.

Near the place where we were lodged was an old
Mofque, and ( as I faid before ) a fine Fountain. This
latter had been anciently beautiticd with fome handfome
Stone-work round it, which was now almoft ruin’d; how-
ever it afforded us this imperfedt Infcription.

T&N
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TFTONXEIIEPEICWN II=2ONEWKTIC TOCTIANN
BAEIEIN ACAWKEN WFPPECTEKAI NEON
XPYCON ITAPACXCZCGCI BIOC TE METAC
YAWPTENYN=PECTINHATAION I1IOAY
EYXAICOEOAOTOYTOY OCIOY ENICKOIIOY.

Thar(day, May 6.

Early this morning we departed from Balbeck, dire&-
ing our Courfe ftraight acrofs the Valley. As we pafs'd by
the Walls of the City, we obferv’d many Stoaes Infcrib’d
with Roman Letters and Names; but all confus’d, and
fome placed upfide down : Which demontftrates that the
Materials of the Walls were the Ruins of the ancient City.

In one place we found thefe Letter RMIPTITVEPR,
in others thefe v a r1---, in another NEr1s, in others
rvcir--—- and SEVERI and CELNAE and FIRMI;
all which ferve only to denote the refort which the Ro-
mans had to this place in ancient times. ‘

In one hour we pafs’d by a Village call’d 7e-ad; and
in an hour more went to-fee an old Monumental Pillar,
a little on the right hand of the Road. It was nineteen
yards high, and five foot in diameter, of the Corinthian
Ocder. It had a Table for an Infcription on its North
fide; but the Letters are now perfe&ly eras’d. In one
hour more, we reach’d the other fide of the Valley, at
the foot of Mount Anti-Libanus.

We immediately afcended the Mountain, and in two
hours came to a large Cavity between the Hills, at the
bottom of which wasa Lake call’'d by its old Greck Name,
Limone. It is about three furlongs over, and derives its
Waters from the melting of the Snow. By this Lake our
‘Guides would have had us ftaid all night; affuring us that
if we went up higher in the Mountains, we fhould be
forc’d to lie amongft the Snow : But we ventur’d that, pre-
ferring a cold Lodging, before an unwholfome one. Hav-
ing alcended one hour, we arrived at the Snow ; and pro-

S 2 ceeding
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ceeding amongft it for one hour and a half more, we then
chofe out as warm a place as we could find in fo higha
Region; and there we lodg’d this night upon the very top
of Libanss. Our whole Stage this day was feven hours
and a half. :

Libanus is in this part free from Rocks, and only rifes
and falls with {mall, eafy unevennefles, for feveral hours
riding ; but is perfe@lybarren and defolate. The ground,
where not conceal’d by the Snow, appear’d to be cover’d
with a fort of white Sfates thin and fmooth. The chief
benefit it ferves for, is, that by its exceeding height, it
proves a confervatory for abundance of Snow; which
thawing in the heat of Summer affords fupplies of Water
to the Rivers and Fountains in the Valleys below. We
faw in the Snow, prints of the Feet of feveral wild Beafts,
which are the fole Proprietors of thefe upper parts of the
Mountains.

Friday, May 7.

The next morning we went four hours almoft perpe-
tually upon deep Snow ; which,being frozen, bore us and
our Horfes: And thendefcending for about one hour,came
to a Fountain call’d, from the Name of an adjacent Vil-
lage, Ayn il Hadede. By this time we were got into a
milder and better Region.

Here was the place, where we were to ftrike out of the
way, in order to go to Canmobine and the Cedars. And
fome of us went upon this defign, whilft the reft chofe
rather to go dire&ly for Tripoli, to which we had not now
above four hours, We tooﬁ with us a Guide, who pre-
tended to be well acquainted with the way to Canobine; but
he prov’d an ignorant Dire&or: And after he had led us
about for feveral hours in intricate and untrodden Mazes
amongft the Mountains, finding him perfe&ly ata lofs,
we were forc'd to forfake our intendeg vifit for the pre-
fent, and to fteer dire@ly for Tripoli; where we arriv’d
Jate at night, and were again entertain’d by our worthy

' ) ‘ Friends
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Friends, Mr Conful Haflings and Mr Fifber, with their
wonted friendthip and generofity.

Saturdey, May 8.

In the afterncon Mr Conful Haflings carry’d us to fee
‘the Cattle of Tripoli. It is pleafantly fituate on a Hill,
commanding the City; but has neither Arms, nor Am-
munition in it, and ferves rather for a Prifon than a Gar-
rifon. There was fhut up in it at this time a poor Chri-
fian Prifoner, call’d Sheck Eunice, a Maronite. He was
one that had formerly renounc’d his Faith, and liv'd for
many years in the Mahometan Religion: But in his de~
clining Age, he both retracted his Apoftacy, and dyed to
attone for it ; For he was impal’dby the order of the Bafla
two days after we left Tripoli. ‘This punifhment of im-
paling iscommonly executed amongft the Turksforcrimes
of the higheft degree; and is certainly one of the greateft
indignities and barbarities that can be offer’d to human
Nature. The execution is done in this manner. They
take a Poft of about the bignefs of a Man’s Leg, and eight
or nine foot long, and make it very fharp at one end.
This they lay upon the back of the griminal, and force
him to carry itto the place of Execution: Imitating here-
in the old Roman Cuftom, of compelling Malefa&ors to
bear their Crofs. Being arriv’d at the fatal place, they
thruft in the Stake at the Fundament of the Perfon, who
is the miferable Subject of this doom; and thentaking him
by the Legs draw on his Body upon it, rill the point of the
Stake appears at his Shoulders. After this they ere& the
Stake, and faften it in a hole dug in the ground. The
Criminal fitting in this poftureupon it, remains notonly
till alive, but alfo drinks, fmokes, and talks, as one per-
fecly fenfible ; and thus fome have continued for twenty
four hours. But generally after the tortur’d Wretch has
remain’d in this deplorable and ignominious pofture an
hour or two, fome one of the Standers by is permitted to
give him a gracious ftab to the Heart; fo putting an end
to his ynexpreflible mifery.

Sunday,
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Sunday, May 9.

Defpairing of any other opportuanity, I made another
attempt this day to fee the Cedars and Canobine. Having
gone for three Kours acrofs the Plain of 7ripeli, T arriv'd
at the foot of Libanus; and from thence continually af~
cending, not without great fatigue, came in four hours
and a half to a {mall Village call'd Eden, and in two
hours and a half more to the Cedars.

Thefe noble Trees grow amongft the Snow, near the
higheft part of Lebanon ; and are remarkable as well for
their own age and largenefs, as for thofe frequent allu-
fions made to them in the Word of God. Here are fome
of them very old, and of a prodigious bulk; and others
younger of a {maller fize. Of the former I could reckon
up only fixteen; and the latter are very numerous. I mea-
{ur'd one of the largeft, and found it twelve yards fix
inches in girt, and yet found ; and thirty feven yards in
the fpread of its boughs. At about five or fix yards from
the ground, it wasdivided into five Limbs, each of which
was equal to a great Tree.

After about half an hour {pegg in furveying this place,
the Cloads began to thicken, and to fly along upon the
ground; which {o obfcur'd the Road, that my Guide was
very much at a lof; to find our way back again. We ram-
bled about for feven hours thus bewildred, which gave
me no {mall fear of being forc'd to fpend one night more
at Libanus. But at laft, after a long exercife of pains and
Eatience, we arriv’d at the way that goes down to Cano-

ine; where I arriv’d by that time it was dark, and found
a kind reception, anf{werable to the great need I had of
it, after {o long a fatigue.

Canobineis a Convent of the Maronites, and the Seatof
the Patriarch, who is at prefent F. Stephanus Edenenfis;
a Perfon of great learning and humanity. It is a very
mean Stru&ure ; but its fituation is admirably adapted for
Retirementand Devotion: For there isavery deep rupture
in the fide of Libanus, running at leaft feven hours travel

direétly
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direly up into the Mountain. It is on both fides ex-
ceeding fteep and high,cloath’d with fragrant Greens from
top to bottom, and every where refrefh’d with Fountains,
falling down from the Rocks in pleafant Cafcades; the
ingenious work of Nature. Thefe Streams, all uniting
at the bottom, make a full and rapid Torrent, whofe
agreeable murmuring is heard all over the place,and adds
no {mall pleafure to it. Canobine is feated on the North
fide of this Chafm, on the fteep of the Mountain, at about
the midway between the top and the bottom. It ftandsat
the mouth of a great Cave, having a few {mall Rooms
fronting outward, that enjoy the light of the Sun; the
reft are all under ground. It had for its Founder the
Emperour Theodofius the Great: And tho’it has been feve-
ral times rebuilt, yet the Patriarch aflur’d me, the Church
was of the Primitive Foundation. But whoever built it,
it is 2 mean Fabrick, and no great Credit to its Founder.
It ftands in the Grot, but fronting outwards receives a
little light from that fide. In the {fame fide there were
alfo hang’d in the Wall two {mall Bells, to call the Monks
to their Devotions: A privilege allow'd no where elfe in
this Country; nor would'they be fuffer'd here, but that -
the Turks are far enough off from the hearing of them.

The Valley of Canobine was anciently (as it well de-
ferves ) very much reforted to for religious retirement.
You fee here ftill Hermitages, Cells, Monafterics, almoft
without number. There is not any little part of Rock,
that jets out upon the fide of the Mountain, but you ge-
nerally fee fonwe little StruGure upon it, for the reception

-of Monks and Hermits ; tho’ few or none of them are
now Inhabited.

Monday, May 1o0.

After Dinner I took my leave of the Patriarch, and
return’d to Tripoli. 1 fteer’d my Courfe down by a nar-
row oblique Path, cut in thefide of the rupture, and found
it three hours beforc I got clear of the Mountains, and
three more afterwards before I came to Tvipoli.

Tuefday,
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Tucflay, May. 11.

This day we took our leaves of our worthy Tvipoli
Friends, in order to return for Aleppo. We had l'c);me de-
bate with our felves, whether we fhould take the fame
way by which we came, when outward bound, or a new
one by Emiffa Hempfe and Hamal. But we had notice
of fome difturbances upon this latter Road ; {o we con-
tented our felves to return by the fame way we came : For
having had enough by this time both of the pleafure, and
of the fatigue of Travelling, we were willing to put an
end to both, the neareft and fpeedieft way. All that oc-
curr’d to us new, in thefe days Travel, was a particular
way ufed by the Country People in gathering their Corn ;
it being now Harveft time. They pluck’d it up by hand-
fuls from the roots; leaving the moft fruitful Fields as
naked as if nothing had ever grown on them. This was
their practiceinall places of the Eaft that I have feen: And
the realon is, that they may lofe none of their Straw,
which is gencrally very fhort, and neceffary for the
{ultenance of their Cattle; no Hay being here made. I
mention this, becaufe it feems to give light to that ex-
pretliam of the Pfalmiff, Pf. 129. 6. which withereth afere
it be plucked up, Where there {cems to be a manifeft allu-
fion to this Cuftom. Our new Tranflation renders this
place otherwife : But in fo doing it differs from mott, or
all other Copies ; and here we may truly fay, the old is the
better. There is indeed mention of a Mower in the next
Verfe; butthen it is fuch a Mower as fills not his hand ;
which confirms rather than weakens the preceding In=
terpretation.

Returning therefore by our former Stages, without any
notable alteration or occurrence, we came in eight days
to the Honey Kane: At which place we found many of
our Aleppine Friends, who having heard of our draw-
ing homeward were come out to meet us, and welcome
us home. Having dined together, and congratulated
cach other upon our happy reunion, wg went onward the
fame evening to Aleppo. Thus
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* ‘Thus, by God’s infinite tiercy and protection, we were
reftor’d all in fafety to our refpective Habitations. And
here before I conclude, I cannot but take notice of one

 thing more, which I fhould earneftly recommend to the
devoutand grateful remembrance of every Perfonengaged
in this Pilgrimage: viz. that amongft {o great a Comgany
as we were, amidft fuch a multiplicity of dangers and ca-
fualties, fuch variety of Food, Airs and L'odgings (very
often none of the beft) there was no one of us that came
to any ill*accident throughout our whole Travels; and
only one that fell Sick by the confequences of the Journey,
after our return. Which I efteem the lefs diminution to
fo fingular a mercy, in regard that amongft fo many of
my dear Friends and Fellow Travellers, it fell to my
own fhare to be the Sufferer.

Adta Ocd.

*

FINTIS

T Since



Since the Book was Printed off, the two
Jollowing Letters,relatingto the fame
Subjelt, were communicated by the
Reverend MrOsborn Fellow of Exe-
ter College;, to whom they were fent
by the Author, in Anfwer to [ome
éeﬂiam propos’d by Him.

you an Anfwer to it in brief, about three

Months fince; promifing to fupply what

was then wanting, at fome other opportu-
nity: which promife I fhall now make good. You
defired an Account of the Turks, and of our way
of living amongft them. As to the former, it
would fill a Volume to write my whole thoughts
about them. 1 fhall only tell you at prefent,
that 1 think they are very far from agreeing
with that Chara&er which is given of them in
Chriftendom; efpecially for their exa& Juftice,
Veracity, and other moral Virtues: upon account
of which, I have fometimes heard them men-
tiond with very extravagant Commendations; -
as tho they far exceed Chriftian Nations. But
I muft profefs my felf of another Opinion : For
the Chriftian Religion, how much foever we live
below the true Spirit and Excellency of it, nflhuﬁ

I Received yours of Fune 27. 1698. and return’d



ftill be allow'd to difcover fo much Power upon
the minds of its Profeflors, as to raife them far
above the level of a Turkifb Virtue. 'Tis a Maxim
that 1 have often heard from our Merchants,
that a Turk will always Cheat when he can find
an opportunity. Friendlhip, Generofity, and
Wit (in the Engli/b Notion) and delightful Con-
verle, and all the Qualities of a refin'd and in-
genuous Spirit, are perfe@ Strangers to their
Minds; tho' in Traffick and Worldly Negotia-
tions, they are acute enough: and are able to
carry the Accounts of a large Commerce in their
Heads, without the help of Books, by a natural
Arithmetick, improv'd by Cuftom and Neceffity.
Their Religion is fram'd to keep up great out-
ward Gravity and Solemnity, without begetting
the leaft good tin@ure of Wifdom or Virtue in
the Mind. You fhall have ‘'em at their hours of
Prayer (which are four a day always) addrefling
themfelves to their Devotions with the moft
folemn and critical Wathings, always in the moft
publick places, where moft People are paffing ;
with moft lowly and moft regular Proteftations,
and a hollow Tone; which are amongft them
the great Excellencies of Prayer. 1 have feen
‘em 1n an affe@ed Charity, give Money to Bird-
catchers (who make a Trade of it) to reftore
the poor Captives to their natural Liberty; and
. at the fame time hold their own Slaves in the
heavieft Bondage. And at other times they'll
buy Flefh to relieve indigent Dogs and Cats;
and yet curfe You with Famine and Peftilence,
and all the moft hideous Execrations; in which

T 2 way



way thefe Eaftern Nations have certainly the
moft exquifite Rhetorick of any People upon
Earth. They know hardly any Pleafure but
that of the fixth Senfe. And yet with all this,
they are incredibly conceited of their own Re-
* ligion; and contemptuous of that of others:
which I take to be the great Artifice of the De-
vil, 1n order to keep them his own. They are a
perfect vifible Comment upon our Bleffed Lord’s
Defcription of the Fewi/b Pharifees. In a word,
Luft, Arrogance, Covetoufnefs, and the moft ex-
quifite Hypocrify compleat their Character. The
only thing that ever 1 could obferve to commend
in them, is the outward Decency of their Car-
riage, the profound Refpe& they pay to Reli-
gion and to every thing relating to it, and
their great Temperance and Frugality. The
dearnefs of any thing is no motive in Turky, tho'
it be in England, to bring it into Fathion.

As for eur living amongft them, it is with all
poflible quiet and fafety: And that's all we de-
fire, their Converfation being not in the leaft
Entertaining. Our Delights are among our felves:
And here being more than forty of Us, we ne-
ver want a moft Friendly and pleafant Conver-
fation. Our way of Life refembles, in fome
meafure, the Academical. We live in feparate
Scfluares, fhut up every night after the manner
of Colleges. We begin the day conftantly, as
You do, with Prayers; and have our fet times
for Bufinefs, Meals and Recreations. 1n the Win-
ter we Hunt in the moft delightful Campaign
twice a2 week; and in the Summer go as often to

divert
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divert Our felves under Our Tents, with Bowl-
ing, and other Exercifes: So that you fee we'
want not Divertifements; and thefe all Inno-
cent and Manly. In thort, "tis my real Opinion,
that there is not a Society out of England, that
for all good and defireable Qualities, may be com-
pard to this. But enough of this Confufion,
which I would have fhortn'd, and put in better |,
order, if 1 had had time.

March1o. 1643,

§ 1R,
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S for your Queftions about Gebazi's Pofte-
rity, and the Greek Excommunications, 1

have little to anfwer; but yet I hope enough to
give You and your Friend fatisfattion. When I -
was in the Holy Land, 1 {aw feveral that Labour'd
under Gehazs's Diftemper ; but none thatecould
pretend to derive his Pedigree from that Perfon.
Some of them were poor enough to be his Rela-
tions. Particularly at Sichem (now Naplofu) there
were no lefs than ten (the fame number that was
cleansd by our Saviour not far from the fame
lace) that came a begging to Us at one time.
heir manner is to come with fmall Buckets
in their hands, to receive the Alms of the Cha-
ritable ; their touch being fill held infe&ious,
or at leaft unclean. The Diftemper, as I faw
1t in them, was very different from what I have
feen it in England: For it not only defiles the
whole furface of the Body with a foul Scurf;
but alfo deforms the Joynts of the Body, parti-
cularly thofe of the Wrifts and Ancles; making
them {well with a Gouty fcrofulous Subftance,
very loathfom to look upon. 1 thought their
Legs refembled thofe ofpo old batterd Horfes,
fuch as are often feen in Drays in England. The
whole Diftemper indeed, as it there appear'd, w?s
o



{o noifome, that it might well pafs for the utmoft
Corruption of the Human Body on this fide the
Grave. And certainly theinfpired Pen-men could
not have found out a fitter Emblem, whereby to
exprefs the uncleannefs and odioufnefs of Vice,
But to return to Gebazs : “Tis no wonder if the
defcent from him be by time obfcurd; feeing
the beft of the Jews, at this time of day, are at 2
lofs to make out their Genealogies. But befides,
I fec no neceffity in Scripture for his Lines
being perpetuated. The term ( for Ever) is, you
know, often taken in a limited fenfe in Holy-
writ ; ‘of which the deﬁg?ation of Phineas’s Fa-
‘mily to the Priefthood, Numb. 25. x3. may ferve
for an Inftance. His Pofterity was, you know,
cut entirely off from the Priefthood, and that
transferr'd to Els (who was one of another Line)
about 300 years after. ’

1 have enquired of a Greek Prieft, a Man not
deftitute either of Senfe or Probity, about your
other Queftion. He pofitively affirm’d it, and
produced an Inftance of his own knowledge in
Confirmation of it. He faid, that about 1y years
ago, a certain Greek departed this Life without
Abfolution ; being under the guilt of a Crime,
which involv'd him in the fentence of Excommu-
nication, but unknown to the Church. He had
Chriftian Burial given him; and about 10 years
after, a Son of his dying, they had occafion to
open the ground near where his Body was laid,
in order to bury his Son by him. By which
means they difcover'd his Body as entire, as when
it was firft laid in the Grave. The Shrowd was

rotte



rotted away, and the Body naked'and black, but
perfectly found. Report of this being brought
to the Bi[hoF, he immediately fufpe¢ted the caufe
of it; and {ent feveral Priefts (of whom the Re-
lator was one) to pray for the Soul of the depart-
ed, and to abfolve him at his Grave. Which they
had no fooner done,. but (as the Relator goes
on) the Body inftantly diffolv'd and fell into Duft
like flack'd Lime. And fo (well fatisfied with
the Effe&t of their Abfolution) they departed.
‘This was deliver'd to me verbo Sacerdotis. The
Man had hard fortune not to dye in the Ro-
mith Communion; for then his.Body, being
found fo entire would have entitled him to Saint-
fhip. For the Romanifts, as I have both heard
and feen, are wont to find out and maintain the
Relicks of Saints by this token. And the fame
fign, which proves an Anathema Maranatha a-
mongft the Greeks, demonftrates a Saint amongft
the Papifts: Perhaps both equally in the right.

April 12, 1700,
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AN
ACCOUNT
OF THE
AUTHORS JOURNEY

FROM '

Jeppb to the River Euphrates, the
City Beer, and to Mefopotamia.

E fet out from Aleppo, April 17th 1699.
and fteering Eaft North Eaft, fomewhat
lefs, we came in three hours and a half
to Surbafs.

Tuefday, April 18.

We came in three hours and a half to Bez4y, paffing
by Bab, where is a good Aquedu® * Dyn il Daab, to
which you defcend by about thirty Steps; and Lediff a

leafant Village. Our Courfe thus far was Eaft and by
orth. In the Afternoon we advanced three hours fur=
ther, Courfe North Eafl, to an old rain’d Place, former-~
ly of fome Confideration, called Acamy : It is {cituated
in the Wildernefs on a Hill encompafled by a Valley ; It
was large, and had the footfteps of fome Symmetry, good
Walls and Buildings.

: Wednefday, April 19.
We went Eaft and by North, and in four hours arriv’d
at Bambych. This Place has no remnants of its Ancient

* ‘The Difiri6 of Dasb. . ‘
U Grestnefs;



AJ

a The Author’s Journey from Alcppo

Gteatnefs, but its Walls, which may be traced all round, -
and cannotbe lefs than three Miles in compafs. Several

fragments of them remain on the Eaft Side, efpecially at

the Eaft Gate; and another piece of eighty yards long,

with Towers of large fquare ftone extreamly well built.

On the North Side I found a Stone with the Bufts of a

Man and Woman, large as the life ; and under, two Eagles
carved on it. Not far from it, on the fide of a large Well,
was fixed a Stone with three Figures carved on it, in
Baffo Relievo. They were two Syrens, which twining
their fithy Tails together, made a Seat, on which was
placed fitting a naked Woman, her Arms and the Syrens
on each fide mutually entwined. -

On the Wett Side is a deep Pit of about 100 yards dia-
meter. It waslow, and had now Water init, and feemed
to have had great Buildings all round it; with the Pillars
and Ruins of which, it is now in part filled up; but not
fo much, but that there was ftill Water init. Here area
multitude of Subterraneous Aquedués brought to this
City ; the People attefted no fewer than fifty. You can
ride no where about the City, without feeing them. We
pitched by one about a quarterof a mile Eaft of the City,
which yields a fine Stream; and emptying it felf into a
Valley, waters it, and makes it extreamly fruitfull. Here
perhaps were the Paftures of the Beafts defigned for Sa-
crifices. Here are now only a few poor Inhabitants, tho
anciently all the North Side was well inhabited by Ssra-
cens ; as may be {een by the remains of a noble Mofque
and a Bagnio a little without the Walls. We were here’
vifited by a Company of Begdelies, who were incamped
fome hours further towards Euphrates, having about
1000 Horfe there. :

Thurfday, April 20,

For avoiding the Begdelies, we hired a Guide, who
conduted us a by-way. We travelled North North Eaff,
over a defert Ground ; and came in three hours to a {mall
Rivulet called Sejour, which falls into the E:gobgm:

A : about



to the River Euspbrates, &c. 3
- about three hours below Ferabolus. - In about two hours
‘more we came to a fine fruitful Plain, covered with ex-
traordinary Corn, lying between the Hills and the River
Euphrates. In about an hour and half’s travelling through
this Plain on the banks of the River, we came to Fera-
bolus. This place is of a femicircular figure. Its flat fide
lying on the banks of Euphrates ; on that fide it has a
- high long Mount, clofe by the water, very fteep. It was
anciently built upon; (and at one end of it, I faw frag-
ments ofy ) very large Pillars, .a yard and half diameter,
and Capitals and Cornifhes well carved. At the foot of
the Mount was carved on a large ftone a Beaft refembling
a Lyon, with a bridle in his mouth; and I believe an-
ciently a Perfon fitting on it: But the ftone is in that part
now broke away; the Tail of the Beaft was Couped. -
Round about this place are high banks caft up, and
there is the footfteps of walls on them. The gates feem
to have been well built: The whole was 2250 paces, that
is yards, in circumference. The River is here as large as
the Thames at London ; a long bullet-gun could not fhoot
a ball over it, but it dropt into the water, Here is found
a large Serpent which has legs and claws, called Woralla.
I was toldg a Turk, that a little below this place, when
theRiver is ¥ow, may be feen the Ruins of a ftone-bridge
over the River: For my own part I faw it not, nor do I
much rely on the Turks veracity. The River {feemed to
be lately fallen very fuddenly ; for the banks were frefhly
wet, two yards and more above the water. It was here
‘North and South,

Friday, April 21.

We kept clofe on the banks of Euphrates, and in two
hours and a half crofled a fine Rivulet called Towzad;
and in two hours more arrived over againft Beer, and
pitched on a Flat, clofe by the River fide. Obferving
the Latitude of the place by my Quadrant, I found the
Angle between the Sun and the Zenith to be twenty twa

U2 degrees;
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degrees; and the declination this Day being 15 degrees
10 minates, the whole is 37 degrees 10 minutes.

Satyrday, April 22.

We continaed at our Station, not daring to crofs the
River, for fear of falling into the hands of the Chish of
. the Bafbaw of Urfs,. who was then at Beer ordering
many Boats of Corn down to Bagdel. We were fup-
plyed in the fame time with provifions by Sheck Affyne,
to whom we made returns.

Sunday, April 23.

" The Chisb being now departed, Sheck Affyne invited
us over to Beer: We crofled in a Boat of the Country,
of which they have a great many, this being the great
Pafs into Mefopotemia. The Boats are of a miferable Fa-
brick, flat and open in the fore part, for Horfes to enter:
They are large enough to carry about four Horfes each.
Their way to crofs is, by drawing up the Boat as high
as they know to be neceffary ; and then with wretched
Qars ftricking over, fhe falls a good way down by the
force of the Stream, before they arrive at tge further fide.
* Having faluted Affyne we were conducted to fee the
Caftle; which isa large old Building on the top of a great
long Rock, feparated by a great gulph or natural bottom,
from the land. At firft coming within the Gates which
are of Iron, we faw feveral large Globes of Stone about
twenty. inches diameter; and great Axles of Iron, with
wheels, which were intire blocks of wood two foot thick
in the Nave, and cut fomewhat to an edge toward the
Periphery; and Screws to bend Bows or Engines ; as
alfo feveral Brafs Field Pieces. ’

Afcending up the fides of the Rock by 2 way cut obli-
quely, you come to the Caftle. Atfirft entrance,you find
a way cut under ground down to the River. In the
Caftle, the principal things we faw, were, firft a large
Room full of old Arms: I faw there Glafs Bottles to be
thot at the end of Arrows; one of them was ftuck at th;

en



to the River Euphrates, &c. 5
end of an Arrow, with four pieces of Tin by its fides, to
keep it firm. Vaft large Crofs-bows, and Beams, feem-
ingly defign’d for Battering-Rams; and Roman Saddles
and Head pieces of a large fize; fome of which were

inted; and forhe large Thongs for Bow-Strings and
ags for flinging Stones. But the Jealoufy of the Turks
would not permit us to ftay {o long, as would have been
requifite for a perfe& examination of thefe Antiquities.
rom the Caftle we returned to Affyne, and were ci-
villy treated. In the Evening we went up'into the Coun-
try of Mefopotamwia. The Hills are Chalky and Steep;
and come clofe to the Water fide without a Plain inter-
vening, as it is npon the fide of Syria; fo that Beer ftands
on the fide of a Hill. However it has a couple of fine
Streams that run over the Top of the Hill; one of which
drives two Mills, and fo runs down to the City, which
is well Walled. 1In the fide of the Hill, there is a Kane
under ground cut into the Rock, with fifteen large Pil-
lars left to fupport its Roof.

Monday, April 24.

" We left Beer, and Travelling Weft came in three
hours to Nizib, a place well fcituated at the head of the
Towzad. Here is an old {fmall Church, very ftrong and
intire ; only the Cupolo in the middle of the crofs is
broke down, and its fpace covered with Leaves, to fit
the place for a Mofque. I believe the Turks made the
sllaces to which they turn in Prayers, empty Niches, to

ew that they worfhipped one Invifible God not to be
tegrefented by Images. In two hours we came from Ni-
zib to a good Chriftian Village called ‘Uwur; and in an
hour gnd half more, to 2 Well in the Defart.

Tuefday, April 25,

We Travelled Weft near two hours; and came through

a fine Country diverfified into fmall Hills and Valleys,
to a Village called Adjia, having left Silam and two
other Villages on the right hand. At Adjis rifeIs{i the
ver
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River of Aleppo, from a large Fountain, at once ; and juk
above it runs the Sejowr, which might be let into it by
a fhort cut of ten yards. From Adjia, our Courfe was
Weft North Weft. The Banks of the Sejour are well
planted with Trees and Villages. In two little hours we
camc to Antab, having crofled the Sejour at 2 Bridge,about
three quarters of an hour before. Leaving the City on
the Right hand, wc paffed ynder its Walls, and pitched
about three quarters of an hour from it, -on a-plain Field
on the Banks of the Sejour. :

Antab ftands moftly on a Hill, having a Caftle on 2
Round Mount, at its North fide, exa&ly refembling that
of Aleppo, tho’ much lefs. It has a very deep Ditch
round it: And at the foot of the Mount within the Ditch,
is a Gallery cut through the Rock all round the Cattle,
with Portals for fhot; and it is faced with ftone Walls,
where the Rock was not ftrong enough. The Houfes
have generally no upper Rooms ; the Bazars are large. I
faw here a finc Stone very much refembling Porphyry ;
being of a red ground, with yellow fpecks and veins,
very glofly. It is dug juft by Antab.

Antab is doubtlefls Antiochia pemes Taurum : in the
Skirts of which it ftands, and is not far diftant from the
~ higheft ridge: It is about two thirds as big as Aleppo.

Wednefday, April 26.

We paffed through a Fruitfull Mountainous Country,
and came in feven hours and a quarter to Rewant Caftle.
It ftands on the top of a round fteep Hill, and has been
ftrong for the times it was built in, It is probably a Sa-
racen Fabrick, and is now in Ruins, At S'ne foot of the
Hill Weftward runs the River Ephreen ; its Courfe is
South South Weft. Our Courfe from Antab to Rowant
was North Weft and by North.

Thur(day, April 27.

We continued Travelling through the Mountains,
which were now fomewhat more uneven and precipi-
: titious,
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titious, but watered every where with fine Springs and
Rivalets. Inabout fix hours we came to Corys ; out Courfe
was South Weft, having crofled the Ephreen about two
thirds of an hour before. Juft by Corus is the River S«-
bon, that is, Chor or Char, which encompafles moft part
of the City. S ’

Corus ftands on a Hill, confifting. of the City and
Cattle. - The City ftands Northerly ; and from its North
end afcending, you come at laft to a higher Hill to the
Southward, on which ftands the Caftle, The whole is
now_in Ruins, which feems to have been very large,
Walled very ftrongly with huge {quare Stones. Within
are obfervable the Ruins, Pillars, &c. of many Noble
Buildings. On the Weft fide there is a {quare Enclofure
of great Capacity, compafled with good Walls and five
Gates, which admitted into it ; as one may difcern by the
Ruins of them. I conje¢tured théy might be the Cathe-
drall. Over the Caftle Gate was written the three Infcri-
ptions in the Plate belonging to page 7. '

The middle Infcription was over the middle of the
Portal ; the other two on the top of the Pilatters on the
right and left hand. . ’

Below the Caftle Hill, to the Southward, ftands a
noble old Monument. It is fix f{quare, and opens at fix
Windows above; and is covered with a Pyramidical
Cupolo. In each Angle within is a Pillar of the Co-
rinthian Order, of one ftone; and there is a fine Archi-
trave all round juft under the Cupolo, having had heads
of Ogen carved on it. And it ends a-top with a large
Capital of the Corinthian Order; near tﬁis feveral Se-
pulchral Altars, of which only one has a legible Infcri-
ption, which you may fee in the Plate,

Friday, April 28.

We left Corus, and without the Town about half a
mile South Eaft, we defcended down through a way cut
obliquely on the fide of a Precipice, which leads to a

Bridge of feven Arches of a very old Stru&ure, over the
PR River
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River Sebon. And about a quarter of a mile farther, we
came to another Bridge of thrce very large Arches over
the River Epbreen. Thefe Bridges are very ancieat, and
well built of {quare ftone. Three Pillars have an Acute
Angle on the fide againft the Stream, and a round But-
terefs on the other fide, and on both fides are Niches for
Statues. They were well paved a-top with large Stones,
- and are doubtlefs, as well as that of the other fide of the
Town, the Work of the Excellent and Magnificent
Theodorit. :

- From this Bridge in about three hours, with a Coutfe
South South Eaft or South Eaft and by Soath, we arrived
at a?m-Boldd:. From ¥an-Bolads o Chillis is one hour
and two thirds, Courfe North North Eaft, Chillis is a
large populous Town, and has fifteen Mofques that may
be counted without the Town; and it has large Bazars.
Many Medals are found here, which feem to argue it to
be ancient; but under what Name I know not.

Aleppo bears from Fan-Bolads South and by Eaft;
Seck- Berukel South South Weft. An hour from Fan-
Bolads is Azafs. And two hours further, we lodged in
the Plain,” which about Chillis and Az4fs is very wide,
and no lefs fruitfull. This Country is always given to
the Validea or Grand-Signior’s Mother. ‘

Saturday, April 29.

We arrived by God’s bleffing fafe in Aleppb,. havin
;)I'raveged about five hours with a Courfe South ang
y Eaft. ,

aa 0.
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Of the VALLEY
S ALT,

Which is ;zbout Four Hours from i .

"ALEPPO

THI $ Valley is of two or three Hours Extent; we
were three quarters of an Hour in croffing one
Corner of it. It is of an exa& Level, and appears at a
diftance like a Lake of Water. There is a kind of a dry
Cruft of Salt all over the top of it; which founds, when
the Horfes go upon it, like frozen® Snow,+when it is
walk’d upon. There are three or four {mall Rivulets
empty themfelves into this Place, and wath it all over,
about Autumn, or when the Raing fall.]

In the heat of the Summer tht Water is dryed off, and
when the Sun has fcorched the ground, there is found re-
maining the Cruft of Salt aforefaid; which they gather
and feparate into feveral Heaps, according to the degrees
of finenefs; Some being exquifitely White, Others al-
loy’d with Dirt,

It being foft in fome places, our Horfes hoofs ftruck
in deep: And there I fgund in one part a foft brown
Clay, in another a very Black one, which to the Tafte.
was very Salt, tho’ deep in the Earth. Along on one
Side of the Valley, viz. that towards Gibul, there is 2
{mall Precipice about two Men’s lengths, occafion’d by
the continual taking away the Salt; and in this you mfay

_ . X ce
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fce how the Veins of it lye. I broke a piece of it, of
which that part that was expofed to the Rain, Sun and
Air, tho’ it had the {parks and particles of Salt, yet it
had perfe@tly loft its Savour, asin St Matthes Chap. 5.
The Inner part, which was conne@ed to the Rock, re-
tained its Savour, as I found by proof.

In feveral places of the Valley, we found that the thin
cruft of Saltapon the furface, bulged up, as if fome in-
fe& working under it had raifed it; and raking off the
part, we found under it Efflorefcences of pure Salt fhot
out according to its proper figure. -

At the Neighbouging Village Glbal, is kept the Maga-
zines of Salt, where you find great Mountains (as I may
fay) of that Miperal, ready for Sale. The Valley is farm'd
oty the Grand Signior at 1200 Dollars per dnnum.
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