GUARDIAN WOMEN

WITH THE drafting of the
new Spanish constitution and
ihe abolition of the law ban-
ning the supply of contracep-
tives and information on
birth control, the family plan-
ning  movement ‘has been
horpn in ‘Spain. In spite of
Franco's restrictive  law,
whieh operated till the end
of last year, a handful of
doctors and feminists  had
been independently providing
family planning  services
since 1970 without any direct
confrontation with the auth-
orities. Now thiy are free to
provide such services openly
thev -are forming the aucleus
for the evelving family plan-
association.
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pregnancy, and they do not

know how they can get help.
Too often the man is not
imerested in birth control, it
I1s not his problem — birth
control for many Spanish
men, like a woman who says
‘o, is a threat to hic
machismo. Attitudes are stil]
traditional and it is difficult
for the woman to be indepen-
dent and to make her own
life. Of c¢ourse things are
becoming different here now,
but there are parts of Spain
where it is not so, and where
1t 15 still a terrible stigma
to be an unmarried another
or to have an abortion, and
where the woman still feels
she is the man's property.”
Sex o0 43 seen as a duty,
with childhirth the inevitahle
burden. Asuncion Villatora
envphasises, as do other
workers, the importance of
promoting edircation in  sex
and personal relationships in
schools.

The central problem in
Spain has heer that a siow
evolution of family planning
services has mot been possi-
ble — a sophisticated knowl-
edge ic held by a few, buf
there are net enough workers
to back them up. A key pum
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